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Although Marielis Rodriguez was 
excited to represent the Boys & Girls 
Club of Lawrence (BGCL) in the 
inaugural Merrimack Valley CORE 4 
Youth Leadership Summit in 2015, she 
also recalls feeling apprehensive about 
spending the weekend with youth from 
neighboring cities.

Marielis, who recently completed her 
fourth summit at Lake Winnipesaukee, 
now keeps in touch with fellow 
participants from the Merrimack Valley 
YMCA, Andover Youth Services and 
North Andover Youth and Recreation 
Services through social media.

“Every year, I think it can’t get any 
better – and then it does,” says Marielis, 
president of the Keystone Club. 
“Usually, people from different towns 
are in competition. At CORE 4, we’re 
just one big group of friends.”

In one of her favorite activities, students 
wrote about a personal experience that 

required determination to overcome, 
and then burned their private essays to 
symbolize letting go of bad memories.

In another exercise, students took a step 
forward for privileges such as a two-
parent household, steady employment 
and the assumption they will attend 
college. Students took a step back if, 
for example, someone in their family 
struggles with substance abuse or 
mental illness.

The keynote speech was delivered by 
BGCL alumnus Socrates de la Cruz, 
founder and principal of DLC Law 
Group in Lawrence and a generous 
CORE 4 donor who provides college 
scholarships through his nonprofit 
organization, Socratic, Inc.

“Having grown up in Lawrence, and 
now as a professional who works with 
clients throughout the Merrimack 
Valley, the idea for this summit 
resonated with me immediately,” says 
Socrates. “Now more than ever, it’s 
important to maintain a free flow of 
respect and desire to help one another. 
That attitude makes us better not only 
individually, but holistically throughout 
the valley. That’s the goal.”

Socrates says his message of hard 
work paying off was instilled by BGCL 
staff members including Operations 
Director Billy Robertson, who helps 
oversee the summit. The other co-
leaders are Frank Kenneally, CORE 4 
founder and Merrimack Valley YMCA 
Chief Operating Officer; Rick Gorman, 
Executive Director of North Andover 
Youth and Recreation Services; and 
Bill Fahey, Director of Andover Youth 
Services.

“The summit is always a very powerful 
experience,” Billy says. “All the kids 
bond together as one group and get so 
much out of it.”

Frank credits the students’ commitment 
to becoming leaders in their respective 
communities with the year-round 
efforts of staff at all four organizations.

“I’m excited about what future 
possibilities to collaborate are out 
there,” he says.

CORE 4: Developing our next generation of leaders

The CORE 4 Youth Leadership Summit brings students together from Lawrence, Andover, North Andover and Methuen.
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Dear Friends: 
 
The old saying that “it takes a village to raise a child” certainly holds true for our 
community of supporters for more than 4,000 youth members at the Boys & Girls 
Club of Lawrence.

Fortunately, we have a dedicated group of staff members who see their work in 
Lawrence as their calling rather than just another job. In addition to our amazing 
staff, we are very lucky to have a great pool of truly committed donors and 
volunteers who help implement our mission in many different ways. 

One group in particular deserves to be the special focus, as it is very much the 
lifeblood of our organization: our Board of Directors. These 27 individuals, many 
of whom have served the club for decades, are all community leaders in their own 
right. In addition to sharing knowledge and expertise, their contributions in a wide 
variety of ways make a huge difference.

Our board provides leadership and clears the path for our club by setting the 
strategic direction. It is the body that ultimately institutes our policies, always with 
the interest of our youth members at the heart of the decision-making. This group 
also ensures, as part of its fiduciary responsibilities, that all of our procedures are 
conducted appropriately while following safe and prudent practices and laws.

The board meets every other month to make key decisions that allow staff members 
to move progressively forward. In addition, most board members also participate 
in various committees throughout the year. Important work gets done during these 
meetings of our Finance, Development, Auction, Golf, Safety, Facilities and other 
longstanding committees.

Yet our board members’ commitment extends far beyond policy and fiduciary 
work. They also serve as club ambassadors and advocates in our communities. In 
many cases, board members open doors for our development staff through their 
own personal networks, as well as through their business connections. In this way, 
their efforts are of the utmost importance, allowing us to raise the financial support 
needed to continue our work.

All of our board members also contribute their own personal financial support to 
the club. As an organization which receives minimal amounts of public funding, we 
very much rely on them to meet our annual resource goals. 

We are proud and grateful for the work done year after year by our board, which is 
second to none.

 
Gratefully,  

Markus Fischer

2   Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence    Fall 2018

It takes a village: Honoring our Board of Directors



Fidelity House Development Associate Debbie Papalia (far 
left), client Brian Lazala (third from left) and Service Navigator 
Frances Lariviere (far right) accept a grant from BGCL youth 
members Edward L. (second from left), Marielis R. (third 
from right) and Yoangeliz D. (second from right).

Emerging Leaders: Receiving and bestowing philanthropy
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In her own words 
 
I’ve always gotten so nervous 
thinking about college, so 
that’s where getting the 
scholarship to the Phillips 
Academy Summer Session 
made the biggest difference.

I didn’t think I’d like having 
roommates, but I got along really 
well with mine [from California and 
Russia]. We stayed up late talking, got food downtown 
and went together to the dance every Saturday night. Now 
I’d rather have roommates than live in a single because I 
know it will be so much easier to make friends.

For classes, I took psychology, astronomy and dance. It 
was really cool to learn how the observatory worked, and 
the best part was seeing planets at night.

I’m so thankful to the donor who gave me the opportunity 
to have this experience. It was really fun, and it gave me 
confidence that I will succeed in college.

~ Maribella O., Class of 2020

Zuleydy P. has helped raise and donate money to several 
local causes in her role as secretary of the Keystone Club. 
With funding from the Highland Street Foundation Youth 
Philanthropy Initiative, however, Zuleydy and a group 
of her fellow club members recently gained a deeper 
understanding of the meaning of philanthropist.

The students presented grants totaling $5,000 to two 
local organizations: $3,300 for Lawrence General Hospital 
to purchase comfortable new seating for its Maternal & 
Child Special Care Nursery, and $1,700 to fund art therapy 
programs for young adults with autism at Fidelity House.

According to BGCL Teen Director Jody Raineri, youth 
members’ extensive research, coupled with presentations 
by the finalists, revealed the range of needs within Greater 
Lawrence and the various ways in which nonprofit 
organizations improve society.

“When I found out how many nonprofits there are in 
Lawrence, I was surprised,” Zuleydy says. “I wanted to 
help them all!”

Marielis R. says the group selected Lawrence General 
Hospital and Fidelity House from dozens of candidates 
because they believed the funds would make a tangible 
difference for community members. In fact, both 
organizations have invited the students to see firsthand 
how their donations are making a difference.

“It’s really special to be able to help these organizations 
do something amazing for people who need it,” she says. 
“It makes me want to do my part to make an impact in the 
future, too.”

Congratulations to club kids Abraham I. and Leah D., who 
recently received scholarships from the Exchange Club of 
Lawrence.

Abraham, who studied information technology at Greater 
Lawrence Technical School before graduating in May, received 
an A.C.E. (Accepting the Challenge of Excellence) Award for 
overcoming obstacles. He is now a freshman at Northern Essex 
Community College.

Leah, a Lawrence Catholic Academy graduate, attends Central 
Catholic High School.

Club kids donate $5,000 to local nonprofits

Abraham I. and Leah D. earn scholarships

Left to right: Abraham I. and Leah D. receive their respective 
scholarships from the Exchange Club of Lawrence.
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Summer fun: New Balance Adventure Club enjoys field trips
 
The New Balance Foundation, a longtime club sponsor, made an additional donation to help fund our Explore, Learn and 
Thrive summer program. Youth members enjoyed a myriad of field trips through the New Balance Adventure Club, which 
is designed to encourage healthy lifestyle choices. The company also sponsors our Healthy Living Club, Couch to 5K 
Running Club and New Balance Day, and employees participate in club tours and volunteer at various events throughout 
the year. We are grateful to New Balance for sharing our mission of changing kids’ lives in so many ways!

Hiking Mount Major Mountain biking at Waterville Valley

Ropes course at Project Adventure Ziplining at Gunstock Mountain Resort

White water rafting on the Deerfield River
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This summer, I was given the 
opportunity to work at the Boys & 
Girls Club of Lawrence through the 
University of Notre Dame’s Summer 
Service Learning Program.

There are 180 service sites dispersed 
throughout the country, but I was 
especially excited to be working in the 
Merrimack Valley. Originally from 
Andover, I had attended some of the 
club’s events in the past. I was no 
stranger to the immense energy and 
spirit of the kids, or to the flexibility 
and enthusiasm that would be required 
of me. Admittedly, I was nervous and 
with hesitations. Would I be able to find 
a place within this organized chaos?

Any hesitation I felt immediately 
dissipated when on the first day, a 
young girl took me by the hand and led 
me directly toward the games room. It 
was here that I learned several essential 
rules: the REAL way to play the board 
game Sorry! (no matter what the 
directions may say), the importance of 
saying “no” when a 7-year-old asks to 
practice her braiding skills on you and 

Sharing my summer with 
the youth of Lawrence: 
Charlotte Gorrie, University 
of Notre Dame

the endless variations that one can play 
pool.

This experience was not exclusive 
to the games room, however. With 
each rotation I made to different club 
locations, there was always a child 
willing to show me the way. Initiated 
into the club culture with a squad 
of 7-year-olds by my side, I felt only 
excitement. 

The summer program consists of six 
45-minute blocks in which the kids 
can rotate to any location that offers 
programs for their age group. Of all the 
activities, my favorite was Brain Games, 
a program that my fellow Notre Dame 
students and I ran every morning.

Admittedly, we had a rough start 
learning how to control a room of 

20 children. Over time, though, we 
began to attract the same group every 
morning. We became close with the 
kids, quickly learning their names, 
interests and goals. They kept us on 
our toes, noticing when we repeated an 
activity a week later or when our energy 
levels were lower than normal. By the 
end of the summer, we had formed 
extremely strong relationships with all 
the kids who frequented our program. 

The youth members at the Boys & Girls 
Club of Lawrence are unmatched in 
their humor, creativity, resourcefulness 
and kindness. They welcomed me to the 
club with open hearts, not skipping a 
single beat before taking my hand and 
showing me the ropes.

While I reflect on the summer 
remembering the fun I had, I also 
recognize – most importantly – all the 
things the kids have taught me: that 
there is kindness in treating a stranger 
as if she is already a friend; that there 
is value in having enthusiasm for all 
things, even those you really don’t want 
to do; and that there is importance in 
carrying oneself with an open heart. 

While my summer at the Boys & 
Girls Club of Lawrence is over, I will 
carry these lessons back to school and 
beyond.

Charlotte Gorrie with a new club friend

Stanley Martinez, a BGCL 
alumnus, has been appointed 
as assistant director of the 
Beacon Unit.

A 2014 graduate of Greater 
Lawrence Technical School, 
Stanley earned a bachelor’s 
degree in criminal justice  
from UMass Dartmouth this 
past May.

He worked for the university’s 
Labor Education Center and 
interned at the Bristol County 
District Attorney’s Office. In 
addition, Stanley was president 

Welcome new staff member: Stanley Martinez is Assistant Director at Beacon Unit 
of the United Latino Society, 
chapter vice president of Lambda 
Sigma Upsilon Latino Fraternity 
and a member of the Big Friends 
Little Friends mentoring program. 
He also founded the dance team 
and Hispanic Heritage Month 
showcase.

Stanley, a Latin dance 
choreographer who oversees 
the Movimiento dance team 
in Lawrence, began working 
part-time at BGCL in 2012. In 
his new role, he helps oversee a 
myriad of programs promoting 
youth members’ academic 

success, healthy 
lifestyles, leadership 
development 
and community 
involvement.

While the fun aspect 
of the activities 
hooks the kids, 
expectations for 
their behavior and 
future are high.

“This generation of 

Stanley Martinez

kids is our future,” Stanley says. “We all need to 
give the best of ourselves so they can develop the 
life skills they need to succeed.”



Alumni
 
‘16  Maribel Mateo is president of the 
Student Government Association at 
Worcester State University.

‘08  Jesus Moore, a physical education 
teacher at Oliver Middle School, has 
been named boys basketball coach at 
Lawrence High School. 

‘06  Brian Pena is commissioner of 
the City of Lawrence Water & Sewer 
Department.

‘92  Alexcy “Alex” Vega, Chief 
Assessor for the City of Lawrence, 
was edged by fewer than 1,000 votes 
for the Northern Essex Register of 
Deeds in the September 2 primary 
election.

 
Alumni:  If you have news to share, 
please e-mail Cindy Cantrell at cindy.
cantrell@lawrencebgc.com. 

Register as a club alum at                           
www.lawrencebgc.com.
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Notes...

After joining the Beacon Unit at age 10, Erick Maldonado worked hard to take 
advantage of all possible opportunities offered by BGCL. 

In 2010, he received a Montagne scholarship through the club to Central 
Catholic High School. Two years later, Erick was selected to attend the Phillips 
Academy Summer Session, a rigorous academic enrichment program that 
attracts 600 students from around the world.

In May 2018, he earned a BFA in Painting from UMass Dartmouth. Erick, who 
says he will always consider BGCL to be his second home, returned this past 
summer to share his love of art with the next generation of youth members.

“The kids are so fun and energetic, but most of all, they love being challenged,” 
says Erick, who led class projects involving mediums such as acrylics, 
watercolor, charcoal and collage.

“I wondered if it would be weird being on the other side as a teacher, but 
it wasn’t at all,” he adds. “In some sense, we connected better because I 
understand where [youth members] are coming from. I love being the one to 
guide them now, and give them a different avenue to navigate.”

Erick, a painter who works with oils, mixed media and found materials, credits 
the club with equipping him with the confidence to pursue his passion for art 
in college. He exhibited his prints in New Bedford’s City Hall, organized a solo 
exhibition highlighting African-American student life on campus, collaborated 
to create a senior exhibition and co-curated the exhibition “A Visionary 
Campus: Paul Rudolph and UMass Dartmouth” which is now part of the 
university’s permanent collection. 

Looking ahead, Erick hopes to continue improving his craft while working as 
an artist in Lawrence, where he has lived all his life.

“I want to establish a name for myself here,” he says, “while giving back to my 
club and community.”

Paying it forward: Erick Maldonado inspires 
next generation of artists

Giving back: Artist Samil Alba donates paintings
Lawrence artist Samil Alba 
(center) recently brought 
his mission of inspiring 
and uplifting others 
through his art to BGCL. 
In addition to conducting 
a free art workshop for 
youth members, the club 
alumnus donated his pop 
art paintings of Director of 
Operations Billy Robertson 
(left) and Program 
Services Director Manny 
Ayala (right).

Club alumnus Erick Maldonado with some 
of the club’s budding artists.
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Watts Water Technologies has long donated to the club’s general operating budget. This past summer, the North 
Andover-based company also made the dream of owning a new bike come true for 40 club kids.

During a celebratory cookout, Watts CEO Bob Pagano also surprised BGCL Program Services Director Amanda 
Hinchcliffe with a $1,000 donation – the amount left over from the employees’ fundraising efforts to purchase bikes, 
helmets and locks.

“This is what it’s all about – seeing the children’s faces light up and hearing their stories,” said Bob, as he watched 
employees cheer on the children riding their new bikes around the company parking lot. “One child told me that he 
walks back and forth to the club and always wanted a bike. Little things like that, you take for granted. Watts is so 
fortunate to be in a position to help.” 

Lori Williams, sales operations coordinator for direct channels at Watts, noted that the bikes were assembled during a 
“Build-A-Bike-A-Thon” team-building event sponsored by the company’s employee engagement group.

“Each event has a giving back aspect,” she says, “but the opportunity for our employees to see the impact of their 
generosity firsthand was very special.”

According to BGCL Development Director Andrea Nahigian, the donation was even more meaningful since so many 

Corporate profile:  Watts Water Technologies

 Will     
You? 

Include 
the Boys & Girls Club of 

Lawrence 
in your will or estate 

plan to forever be a part 
of the club’s legacy of 

doing good for the kids 
of Lawrence.

Receive a special  
packet of information 

and become a Heritage 
Club member.  

of the children never owned a new bike.

“This generous gesture by Watts will have a long-lasting impact on our kids,” she says. “We 
appreciate the company’s dedication to our mission of changing kids’ lives, and we applaud 
its employees’ willingness to go above and beyond in making this a summer they’ll never 
forget.”

In addition to donating to the club, 
Watts Water Technologies turned the 
dream of owning a new bike into reality 
for 40 youth members this summer.



Register now: BGCL Take Action Walkathon

Coming Events 

College Fair 
October 10 
 
Take Action Walkathon 
October 14 
 
Halloween Party 
October 30 
 
Bread Loaf (grades 6-12) 
November 3 
 
Thanksgiving Dinner 
November 20 
 
Holiday Wrap Session 
December 18 
 
Christmas Dinner 
December 20
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For sponsorship and more information, contact 
Development Director Andrea Nahigian at 978-683-2747, ext. 118 or anahigian@lawrencebgc.com.

136 Water Street 
Lawrence, MA 01841

Last year, more than 700 children received 
a gift at our annual Christmas dinner. 
This wouldn’t be possible without many 
generous individuals and corporations. 

We are in need of $10 gift cards (food,  
entertainment, shopping) for teen youth 
members. Please consider donating today! 

For more information, contact Billy Robert-
son at brobertson@lawrencebgc.com.

Supported by:

  
Support your club while enjoying a 
scenic 2-mile walk that begins and 

ends at BGCL.

Sunday, October 14
9:00 to 11:30 a.m. 

 
Register or donate to an individual or team at 

https://bgclma.ejoinme.org/walk2018.


