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CLUB NEWS

Dear Friends, 

I hope to bring you some good news, and perhaps a smile, during these challenging times. The club reopened its doors 
on July 13th to run our summer program. Although very different, our staff and members did a great job adjusting. 
With new cleaning protocols, mandatory mask wearing and keeping kids in the same small rotating groups, we did not 
have any COVID-19 cases that we know of.

Recently, we conducted a survey to identify the needs in our community. Parents expressed the need for adult guidance 
and access to WiFi for their children during remote learning, while they are at work and not available at home. They 
also communicated gratitude for the club’s after school programming, which provides educational opportunities, supper, 
and a reliable place to send their children. We are addressing both of these needs, as you will read in this newsletter.

This will be an extremely challenging year for us, but with your continued support, we are confident that these changes 
will support the needs of our community. We are very grateful. 

Best regards, 

Markus Fischer
Executive Director

Dave O’Laughlin and Lou Antonellis from the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (IBEW) Local 103 helped the Boys 
& Girls Club of Lawrence achieve huge savings by converting to LED 
lights. During five Saturdays this summer, over 35 electricians from 
IBEW Local 103 volunteered their time to remove old fluorescent 
bulbs and install new LEDs for the entire building. Through a 
NorthEast Electrical rebate program, almost 600 LED lights and 
fixtures were installed. The switch to LEDs will save the club over 
$25,000 each year on electricity and lightbulb costs.

The project would have been impossible without the help of Dave 
and his team, whose volunteer work saved the club upwards of 
$100,000 in labor expenses. Dave’s wife, Maria O’Laughlin, was a 
youth member of the club over 35 years ago, which began his own 
involvement with BGCL. “I just see how many kids the club helps and 
provides them with amazing opportunities. They’re safe and getting 
a good message at the club. I’m just trying to be part of seeing 
those kids smile,” Dave says.

For questions or comments, contact: 
Andrea Nahigian, Development Director 
978-683-2747, ext. 118
Andrea.Nahigian@lawrencebgc.com

Lighting up the club! 

Letter from the Executive Director
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On September 16th, the club opened its doors for fall 
programming! Although this school year looks a bit 
different, our kids are excited to return.

Lawrence Public Schools has started the school year 
in the remote learning model. Because 65% of our 
members live in single parent homes, many kids are 
left to navigate additional remote learning challenges 
while their parent works during the day. To support 
them, our facility is open as a remote learning center 
during the school day from 8 AM to 1 PM. Students 
bring their own Chromebooks, supplied by their 
schools, and all members are able to use club WiFi 
and benefit from staff assistance.

Many kids also need a place to go after the remote 
school day ends, so our after school program now 
begins early at 1 PM. To serve as many kids as 
possible, the club is open to younger grades in the 
early afternoon and older grades in the late 
afternoon. All members stay in the same small 
groups as they move between activities, which 
further enhances safety. To ensure that all children 
continue to receive healthy meals, younger 
members are provided dinner before they leave and 
older members are provided dinner when they first 
arrive. 

“Remote learning is yet another obstacle that 
Lawrence children are forced to overcome. We are 
so grateful for our donors and staff that allow us to 
remain open, adapt to urgent community needs, and 
support our children through these newly challenging 
times,” says Markus Fischer, Executive Director. 

Back to (remote) school

During our eight-week summer program, kids were 
encouraged to be curious, use their imaginations, and 
learn creatively through a variety of STEAM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Art and Math) programs.

Karen Kravchuk, Director of Education, led the STEAM 
activities. Kids built 3-foot-tall towers out of pencils, 
tested how much weight a construction made of jelly 
beans and toothpicks could hold, and experimented 
with whether lemon juice, ketchup, or vinegar would 
best clean a penny (Hint: ketchup cleaned best 
because of the acidity)!

“My favorite subjects are math and science and I had 
no idea there was iron in my breakfast,” says Jayden 
P., 5th grade. Jayden and his friends added water to 
their favorite cereals and moved magnets through the 
mixture. If there was iron in the cereal, the magnet 
physically pulled the iron away so kids could see it!

Jayden and his younger brother also made fizzy lava 
lamps using clear plastic cups, vegetable oil, water, 
food coloring, and Alka-Seltzer Tablets. “I had never 
seen a lava lamp with my own eyes. It was kind of like 
a volcano erupted!” says Julio P., 1st grade.

Although we are unable to have volunteers in 
person, Thermo Fischer Scientific partnered with BGCL 
to provide materials for a strawberry DNA experiment. 
The kids smushed up the berries, sifted them through a 
coffee filter, then examined the DNA in a vial. A 
Thermo Fischer scientist virtually instructed the class 
and showed the kids a real-life science lab!

STEAMing ahead on 
summer learning!

Gisselle Perez remembers attending the Haverhill Street Club like it was 
yesterday. Being a kid from Lawrence, she grew up watching her parents 
work multiple jobs, and many of her friends spent summers at the club. 
Gisselle became a BGCL member at the age of 9 because she said, “the 
club was the place you could come, have fun, and be academically and 
socially educated, even if you wouldn’t realize it until later on in life!”

Most importantly, she remembers the values instilled by the staff members: 
“The adults at the club are very influential. They carry authority and teach 
discipline that is really good for kids, especially kids that may not have that 
at home. You could still have fun, but you could never swear, fight or be 
disrespectful at the club. There were rules to follow.”

Where are they now?

When BGCL Advisory Council members Michele Bernier 
and Sam Sullivan heard that 100% of club members 
graduate high school but some drop out of college, they 
decided to solve the problem with a college mentor 
program. For the first time, 16 club alumni will start the 
fall semester matched with an individual mentor, who will 
provide one-on-one support for all four years of college!

With the help of Liz Suh, Assistant Director of Education, 
students and mentors were carefully matched: club alum 
Joel J. will be studying technology at UMass Lowell, so 
his mentor is a software engineer at Raytheon, who 
also went to UMass Lowell. Mentors will help students 
adjust to college and make sure they keep on top of the 
scholarship and financial aid deadlines that often force 
students to drop out.

New Program! College Mentorship

“I had a mentor growing up, and I don’t know where I’d be without one. The Raytheon employees who signed up 
are committed to helping these students succeed and offering support with everything from roommate problems, 
FAFSA forms and general networking for employment when they graduate,” says Sam. 

Michele added a quote by Benjamin Disraeli as words she lives by, “The greatest good you can do for another is not 
just to share your riches but to reveal to him his own.” The hope is to continue the program next year: as each year 
of members graduate from high school, they will have someone to help them graduate from college as well.

Those lessons helped Gisselle become the Head of Global Diversity, Equity and Inclusion and People Relations at 
Biogen, where she works on many diversity and inclusion initiatives, including health equity for underserved patients 
and communities. She joined the BGCL Advisory Council because she realized there was more she could be doing to 
connect kids in the Lawrence community to big opportunities. Gisselle built a relationship between Biogen and the 
club. Recently, Biogen sponsored the BGCL Golf Tournament and facilitated a virtual STEM biotech summer program 
for youth members. 

Gisselle’s closest friends today, who were also club kids, have become equally successful powerhouses at top 
companies and give back to the club in many ways.

“The club puts kids in connection with people and places they would never have thought of going. It opens their 
minds and kids see the possibilities of what could be. The Lawrence Community needs the club, and the club needs 
us,” says Gisselle.
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