
Liz Suh, Assistant Executive Director of Education, 
has been working with high school seniors throughout 
the year. The college process can feel daunting and 
overwhelming for kids, many of whom are first generation 
in their families going to college. During COVID-19, 
Liz has continued to work virtually with every senior to 
help them find the college that is the best fit, based on 
what they are looking for and the financial aid package 
provided to them. We could not be more thrilled to 
announce that every senior who participated in Think 
Ahead Thursdays at the club, will be graduating from high 
school and attending college in the fall!

Manuel M., graduating senior, relied on Liz for help. He 
will be joining St. John’s Class of 2024. When we asked 
about working with Liz, he said, “Liz is the most genuine 
person you could ever meet. I am so thankful for the 
Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence and all it has to offer. All 
I’ve received is positivity coming from staff, members and 
anyone I meet associated with the club. My only regret is 
not joining sooner.” 

Summer 2020

For questions or comments, contact: 

Andrea Nahigian, Development Director 
978-683-2747, ext. 118
Andrea.Nahigian@lawrencebgc.com
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Dear Friends,

A lot has changed since our last newsletter. 
Starting on March 16th, we had to close our doors 
to after school programming due to COVID-19. 
We cannot wait to open the doors again for our 
kids, and are hopeful to do so this summer. We 
are awaiting CDC, OSHA and Governor Baker’s 
guidelines. Even without having our doors open to 
members, we understand the need we fill in the 
community through our services. 

We have provided nightly grab-and-go suppers and 
partnered with non-profit organizations handing 
out produce and restaurant supplied meals to
supplement the suppers. Staff are producing 
weekly videos that kids can access through social 
media. These include fitness workouts, nutrition 
classes, yoga, arts and crafts, and many more. If 
the activity requires supplies, we offer take-home 
kits for the kids to receive when they grab their 
dinner. 

July marks the beginning of our new fiscal year 
and we anticipate many challenges ahead of us. 
With your support, our organization will continue 
to provide hope and opportunity for the youth of 
the Greater Lawrence area.

Gratefully, 
Markus Fischer

COLLEGE
BOUND

Letter from the 
Executive Director
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With the aquatics program on hold, our swim team was 
looking for other outlets to bring the kids back together. Scott 
Lucid, Aquatics Director, and Elvin R., swim team captain, 
came up with an idea to host a virtual trivia night once a 
week, which they made open to all Lawrence BGC swim team 
members. During the first week, they had over 20 participants 
from the River Sharks swim team. After finding it to be a 
success, Scott reached out to the other clubs in our region 
that the Lawrence River Sharks typically compete against. 
There was instant traction-virtual trivia night continues weekly 
and currently includes seven clubs and over 75 kids!

“We were all missing each other and the club. Trivia night 
brings us together for some laughs, competition, and 
knowledge. We will get through this together and can’t wait 
to get back in the pool!” says Herian P., 15 years old.

Here at the club, we see a dramatic need for additional guidance 
for our youth, as we have over 4,000 children who attend our 
organization. The mentor program in particular, has had 
successful outcomes for over 20 years, providing attention and 
love to kids that participate. On average, we are able to match 
75 children with mentors each year. The mentors are local 
volunteers who commit one hour a week of working with a child 
at the club where they establish trust, offer additional education 
assistance and act as a role model for the kids to look up to. 

Johan, age 10, has been working with his mentor Shane for the 
past two years. The pair would meet regularly, twice a week at 
the club and this is where a bond quickly was created. Johan 
knew when Shane would visit the club and he would wait 
patiently at the front door for him to arrive on those days. 
“Shane is a friend I know will always be there for me. I would 
never want to disappoint him so it makes me try harder,” 
explains Johan. Even with the club closed, Shane has made a 
point to stay in touch with Johan, helping to create consistency 
when things feel turbulent enough during this global pandemic. 

Interested in becoming a mentor? We are always looking for 
new adult mentors! Please contact Amanda at 
Amanda.Hinchcliffe@lawrencebgc.com. 

Mentoring our youth

Swim team bonding!
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Since 1891, the club has been a safe place for nurturing 
and growing, and our outreach to kids has been vast. 
We have generations of families who have attended and 
relied on the club and this continues to be a respite for 
these families despite the pandemic. By providing 
services to all children since March 16th, we have been 
able to expand our reach to not only include our 
annual members, but their extended families and 
potential future members. 

With your help, we have successfully served over 15,000 
meals and received more than 300,000 views on our 
social platforms through our educational virtual 
programs that mimic programs offered here at the club. 
Our members miss our staff and this has been a great 
way to continue the connections made throughout the 
year and enforce positive behaviors in our youth. We will 
continue to support the families of Lawrence and are 
willing to help in whatever ways we can. 

If you need assistance, please contact Executive 
Director Markus Fischer at mfischer@lawrencebgc.com.

Our impact 

 since March  16 

1 5 , 0 0 0 +

 dinners given out

2 2 5 +

virtual programs

3 0 0 +

hours of virtual programming

Facebook views
2 7 7 , 5 0 0

4 5 , 0 0 0

Twitter and Instagram views

At the age of 7, Dr. Alexander Ortiz became a member of the 
Boys and Girls Club of Lawrence and he continued coming to 
the club until he graduated from high school. Like most club 
kids, his fondest memories include playing basketball, and 
participating in Project Awareness, an outdoor adventure club. 
He has made friendships that will last a lifetime and is grateful 
for the opportunities the club presented.

Dr. Ortiz is now a successful Emergency Medicine Physician 
in Dover, NH working on the frontlines fighting COVID-19. He 
credits his success to BGCL and the lessons he learned from 
the programs and staff. “The Boys and Girls Club taught me 
how to believe in myself and have the confidence to pursue 
college and medical school. Steve and Billy were my role 
models and always pushed me to follow my dreams,” says Dr. 
Ortiz.  

Thank you, Dr. Ortiz for all you do for our community and for 
your continued support of the club. You are a hero these kids 
can aspire to be!

Where are they now?

Our impact
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