
Digital art programs
As the club’s new part-time digital arts instructor, 
Stephanie Cabrera teaches photography, introduction to 
Photoshop, art, videography and fashion design. Currently, 
her students are busy creating work to submit to the 
REACH festival, an art festival in New Orleans featuring 20 
Boys & Girls Clubs in America that are part of the Computer 
Clubhouse. Projects include videos, self-recorded music, 
animation and photographs featuring personal experiences 
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Keystone members  
give back
With funding from the Highland Street 
Foundation, eight members of our high school 
leadership group, Keystone, had the opportunity 
to give back to their community. Over the course 
of several weeks, members researched local 
nonprofit organizations and evaluated their 
missions, financial needs and impacts. They 
requested proposals for funding, reviewed 
the proposals and allocated $5,000 to three 
organizations. The nonprofits selected included, 
Aaron’s Presents, Merrimack River Watershed 
Council and Creative Living Inc.  
 
“It was an amazing process to learn about 
other nonprofits and provide funds so they can 
continue the work they do,” explained Joel, 18 
years old.

For questions or comments, contact: 
Development Director Andrea Nahigian 
978-683-2747, ext. 118
Andrea.Nahigian@lawrencebgc.com

Message from our Executive Director
To our BGCL community,

In light of COVID-19, the Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence has 
suspended after school programming until March 30th. At that point, 
we will reassess the situation. Our mission is to keep our 4,000 
members healthy and safe.

We understand the need we fill by serving dinner to our members 
every night. We stand by this commitment. Monday - Friday we will 
continue to serve To-Go dinners from 4:30-6:00 to all children who 
need it.

With a heavy heart we have made the decision to not hold our 
Auction event on April 4th. This event is responsible for 20% of our 
operating budget. We ask you to please consider making a donation 
as we continue to provide resources and supplies to our community 
to the best of our ability.

We are thinking of you and your family during this challenging time 
and we look forward to getting back to our normal programming.

Kindly,
Markus
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and artistic expressions. For high school students interested in studying art in college, Stephanie 
provides one-on-one guidance for portfolio development. “The goal for all my students,” she says, “is to 
have them pursue what they’re passionate about and help them get there.”

 
NEW  

ADDITIONS!



Respect for all

On February 18th, over 30 kids joined in a seminar 
with the Service Dog Project Inc. from Ipswich, MA to 
learn about service dogs role in helping individuals 
with cystic fibrosis and war veterans. The special 
visitors were two Great Dane’s, Bentley and Sizzle! 

Members learned that Bentley and Sizzle assist 
children with cystic fibrosis by acting as a walking 
crutch and also provide emotional support to war 
veterans. The children were taught the importance 
of respect for all humans and animals, and how we 
can work together to better the world. 
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Growing up, Molly Manuel was familiar with 
BGCL’s mission of changing kids’ lives through the 
volunteer work of her parents, Mark and Rosemary. So 
when she was offered the opportunity to participate in 
Citi’s Service Year Program, she selected the club as the 
nonprofit site at which she would dedicate a service year 
while deferring her full-time employment as a banking 
and capital markets advisory analyst in New York City. 
As program coordinator at BGCL, Molly is assisting with 
development, social media and teaching art through 
June. “It’s humbling when you know the club must raise 
$3.4 million from scratch every year,” she said, “but so 
rewarding when you see all the happy, healthy kids who 
benefit from every dollar that is donated.”

AROUND THE CLUB
Rewarding youth members 
Youth members love earning “club bucks” by cleaning up around BGCL, 
serving supper to their fellow club kids and assisting staff members in a 
number of additional ways.

Club bucks can be redeemed in the club store for donated books, school 
supplies, arts and crafts kits, jewelry, games, toys, stuffed animals and other 
miscellaneous items. The club store, which is overseen by Social Recreation 
Director Noemi Hernandez, is open weekly.

“The club store is a great way to reward youth members for a job well done,” Noemi said. “It also gives them a lot of 
pride to finally get an item they’ve worked hard and saved for in order to purchase.” 

Alexis Z. says he volunteered in the kitchen and Clubhouse Network Computer Lab for five days to save 12 club 
bucks for a 344-piece Lego set. “How excited am I?” he asked with a smile. “From one to a million!”

PARTNER SPOTLIGHT



 Know your rights  
Northeast Legal Aid and Northeast Justice Center are holding 
bi-weekly sessions on social justice for middle school members.  
Through this program students learn about various sections of the 
U.S. Constitution and how they apply to everyday life.  
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One for Health
In partnership with One for Health, 20 kids have been given 
the opportunity to participate in a 10-week long program that 
focuses on both mental and physical health. Through yoga and 
meditation classes, youth are educated on how to de-stress in a 
healthy way.  
 
After being reenergized, they are led to the kitchen to prepare 
their own nutritious meals to eat for dinner! Throughout the 
week, they are also provided with Isagenix nutrition meal 
replacement bars, to replace unhealthy breakfast options. 
 
“I love this program! I eat the nutrition bars every morning and 
they hold me over until lunch. I also can’t wait to do yoga in the 
afternoon, it’s so relaxing!” says Anaya, 11 years old.

KIDS OF CHARACTER

 
When learning about the First Amendment, a statement was read and participants walked to one side of 
the room or the other based on whether or not they felt their right was protected. To understand the Fourth 
Amendment, youth participated in a debate on whether or not a student’s backpack could be searched at 
school.  
 
Future topics will begin to integrate the day-to-day tasks of a lawyer including questioning witnesses and arguing 
a case. Additionally, Northeast Legal Aid is providing free council to our parents if needed!
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UPCOMING
EVENTS

 

Career Day 
May 13

Dance Recital 
May 16

Golf tournament 
June 15

Graduation party 
June 18 
 
Summer Program Begins 
June 29

NEW! 
DIGITAL

ART PROGRAMS

978-683-2747 lawrencebgc.com


