
Impact
News from the Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence  “All the News That Fits We Print” Winter 2019

Playing With Heart: Honoring the legacy of Bert Hammel
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Pictured, from left to right at center, are Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence basketball coaches Chris Vasquez, Ricky Nault and Stevie Martinez. 
The basketball season is dedicated to the loving memory of legendary coach and ABA Camp founder Bert Hammel.

For the first time in club history, the 
Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence (BGCL) 
boys basketball teams went undefeated 
in the Bob Adiconis Tournament in 
North Andover, sweeping their 5th, 6th, 
7th and 8th grade rivals last fall.

The 5th and 6th grade teams continued 
their winning ways in the season-
ending Friendly House tournament in 
Worcester in February. In fact, the 5th 
grade team maintained its undefeated 
status throughout the entire season for 
the second consecutive year.

But this year’s basketball season has 
been special for another reason, one 
that is literally on display for all to see. 
The game shirts worn by the club’s boys 
and girls bear the name “Bert,” in honor 
of legendary basketball coach and club 
supporter Bert Hammel, who passed 
away on October 6, 2018.

The coaches of all four Adiconis 
championship teams – BGCL alumni 

Stevie Martinez, Ricky Nault, Jaycob 
Morales and Chris Vasquez – praise 
their respective students for stepping 
up to the responsibility of playing in 
Bert’s memory. It is an honor they take 
seriously, having been coached by Bert 
themselves at Academic Basketball 
Awareness (ABA) Camp, the program 
he founded and ran for 35 years.

Stevie says he “watched my 8th graders 
become men” this season.

“Our society tends to coddle kids, but 
you’ve got to keep working because 
giving your best is all that matters,” 
Stevie says. “That goes back to what 
Bert taught us at ABA. And now, it’s our 
responsibility to give back by passing on 
all those life lessons we learned.”

Ricky, who coaches the 5th grade boys, 
was a player or coach in all but one 
ABA Camp, which he missed due to his 
son’s birth in 2001.

“There’s no question that a lot of my 
coaching style and passion for the game 
comes from Bert, who put tremendous 
heart and energy into everything he 
did,” says Ricky. “Our goal is always to 
win, but I’m most proud of our boys for 
working hard, practicing self-discipline 

and believing in their abilities.”

Jaycob, the 6th grade boys coach, says 
even players who weren’t fortunate 
to be coached by Bert are aware of 
his renowned generosity. In addition 
to quietly providing sneakers to 
players who couldn’t afford them, 
Bert sponsored dozens of families at 
Christmas, as well as the club’s annual 
basketball holiday party.

Chris, the club’s assistant athletic 
director who coaches the 7th graders 
that trained with Bert last year, says he 
is emulating his idol’s practice of using 
basketball “as a tool to get kids to the 
next level of their life’s journey.”

Academically, that includes an hour in 
study hall on each practice day, as well 
as satisfactory weekly school reports in 
order to compete in games.

“Bert challenged you to be the best 
basketball player, but also the best 
person,” Chris says. “We’ll never stop 
working to make him proud.”
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Dear Friends: 
 
The Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence could not 
exist without the generosity of thousands of 
donors and volunteers, many of whom have 
been there for us for many years.

On November 7, 2018, we lost one of our 
most dedicated supporters. Dr. Richard 
Lindsay, a renowned veterinarian from 
Andover, was a longtime board member 
whose leadership and guidance was 
invaluable. But his contributions extended so 
much further.
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In tribute: Remembering Dr. Richard Lindsay 

Dr. Lindsay was passionate about helping youth members achieve their educational 
goals. He took a number of our members under his wing and started what has 
developed into a robust scholarship program administered by our club, which now 
distributes more than $70,000 annually. In addition, he and his wife, Betty, personally 
helped out a number of students from our organization throughout their college 
careers.

Just as significantly, Dr. Lindsay was always willing to offer guidance and advice for 
those kids who were seeking it. One of his greatest enjoyments was to see the students 
whom he had supported earn their degrees. He continued to maintain relationships 
with his protégés far beyond their graduation.

Dr. Lindsay also greatly enjoyed his involvement with our dance program, which can 
be traced back to the club’s capital campaign that he and Betty generously supported 
to build our new facility in 2007. They adopted our dance program, which is why the 
club’s dance studio carries the Lindsay Family name. It was so typical of Dr. Lindsay 
that when he got involved, he took it very seriously. He and Betty rarely missed a dance 
performance and consistently attended the annual talent shows. Often when sufficient 
funds were not available to purchase dance costumes, he would offer a helping hand.  

Dr. Lindsay was involved in many other community causes, such as the Exchange Club 
of Lawrence, Friends Club of Merrimack College and the board of the Massachusetts 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children, just to name a few.  He was, without 
a doubt, an outstanding community leader who felt a strong obligation to help others.

Dr. Lindsay was also fearless in so many ways. During a time when others were 
reluctant to visit Lawrence, he would not hesitate to go on house calls in the city – often 
providing his services for free. His love for the community was always present.

Dr. Lindsay’s life was a life well lived. We are eternally grateful for all his contributions 
to our club and the kids we serve. He will be greatly missed. 

Gratefully,  

Markus Fischer

Dr. Richard Lindsay with his wife, Betty
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In his own words... 
 
I come to the club every day. 
There’s always something new.

I’m a member of the Torch 
Club, which helps out the staff 
around the club. Ninety-eight 
percent of the time, I’m in the 
computer room. I go around 
cleaning up, and if there are any 
kids who are brand new, I tell them 
about our classes and I help them out with coding and 
Sploder, so they can make their own video games.

I’m a Teen Tech member, too. I’m doing a project right 
now where I’m drawing my own character. Whenever I get 
a chance, I also use Photoshop to make flyers for Super 
Smash Bros. Ultimate tournaments.

[Digital Arts Director] Adrian [Ayala] is a great teacher. He’s 
chill. Actually, every staff member is really nice. This is an 
exciting place to come!

~ Marcos P., Class of 2024

Ever since Zuleydy P. can remember, the importance of 
education was stressed at home by her mother, Dominga 
Castro, and reinforced at BGCL which she joined at age 7.

Through her determination to succeed, Zuleydy earned a 
Montagne scholarship through the club to attend Central 
Catholic High School where she is now in her senior year. 
After her mother passed away last summer, Zuleydy resolved 
to honor her memory by continuing to study hard so she can 
become the first in her family to earn a college degree.

Emerging Leaders: Zuleydy P. named Youth of the Year

As a volunteer tutor for the past five years, Samantha Berard has 
assisted youth members with homework and school projects, 
helped them study for tests, read with them and simply spent 
time being a good and caring listener.

Recently it was the club’s turn to give back in recognizing 
Samantha with the 2019 Paul Cronin Award. Named for the late 
U.S. Congressman, the honor is presented annually to a club 
volunteer who goes above and beyond in using education as a 
tool for kids to fulfill their potential.

“These children are going to be our future,” says Samantha, 
who was introduced to BGCL while volunteering alongside 
her coworkers at the annual 3M Summer Fun Fest in 2014. “I 
consider myself one of the luckiest people because I’m able to 
give them my time.”

Zuleydy plans to attend St. John’s University this fall with 
assistance from the prestigious Christian A. Herter Memorial 
Scholarship. She recently added another significant 
accomplishment to her resume: 2019 BGCL Youth of the Year.

Established in 1947, Youth of the Year is the Boys & Girls 
Club of America’s premier recognition program for high 
school club members, promoting values of leadership and 
service, academic excellence and healthy lifestyles.

Zuleydy, who attends the club nearly every day, takes the 
honor seriously.

“It’s another way of representing where I come from: my 
city, my club and my home,” she says. “Now I want to give 
back so future kids who come here can enjoy all the same 
experiences and opportunities that have been given to me – 
and for which I am so thankful.”

Paul Cronin Award: Samantha Berard

3M’s Samantha Berard with some of her biggest fans

Youth of the Year Zuleydy P. is congratulated by Executive 
Director Markus Fischer.



New Leadership: Board appointments
BGCL gained a new board president and member at its recent 
annual meeting. 

Kevin McGovern, managing partner for Deloitte in New 
England, was elected as president. He is a longtime member of 
the BGCL Board of Directors and Executive Committee.

Natasha Ballou, vice president of alternative investment 
services at JP Morgan, was appointed to the board. The 
Development Committee member is a club alumna and former 
Girl of the Year who was inducted into the BGCL Alumni Hall 
of Fame in 2017. 

“We are grateful for the important contributions of time, broad 
experience and perspective by these Merrimack Valley leaders,” 
says Executive Director Markus Fischer.
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Around the club: Inspiring college-bound students

The club’s annual Thanksgiving dinner (left), prepared by the Exchange Club of Lawrence at DiBurro’s in Haverhill, was served 
by longtime volunteers to 500 youth members. In addition, Asahi/America and club alumnus Al Latulippe, owner of Rock Steady 
Boxing, made generous donations so dozens of club families could celebrate with a traditional holiday dinner at home. At the 
annual Christmas party (right), 650 youth members enjoyed dinner before Santa Claus distributed donated toys and gift cards.

Notre Dame was one of 22 presenters at the college fair.

Board member Natasha Ballou and president Kevin McGovern

 
More than 100 students attended the club’s 12th annual 
college fair last fall, which drew representatives from 22 
colleges and universities.

Student groups came from Central Catholic High School, 
Lawrence High School, Methuen High School, Movement 
City Youth Network and Boys & Girls Clubs in Haverhill, 
Waltham, Worcester, Nashua, Salem, Mass. and Salem, 
N.H. Special presenters included Kate Gearan, associate 
program director of the Stephen Phillips Memorial 
Scholarship Fund, and club volunteer Jon Glesmann, who 
counseled students on ways to make college affordable.
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Elvin R., the 15-year-old captain of the BGCL River Sharks swim 
team, says he trained “with a fire in my body” all season for another 
chance at capturing the New England Boys & Girls Clubs Sectional 
Championships.

Last year, the team was announced as Northeast New England Area 
Program Council (NENEAPC) Division 2 champs – only to then 
be demoted to runner-up status after a scoring error revealed the 
Charlestown Boys & Girls Club as the true winner.

Despite having only 31 members, far fewer swimmers than others in 
the eight-team division, the River Sharks rose to the top of this year’s 

Healthy Lifestyles: River Sharks make BGCL history at Sectionals

Jazzed about our new dance class

Our youth members are literally leaping to join the new jazz 
class taught by volunteer Cassie Robinson!

Pictured second from left, Cassie is a sophomore at North 
Andover High School and a longtime dancer at the Center for 
the Performing Arts in North Andover.

Sean H. and Lucca S.

The victorious River Sharks and their families

Captain Elvin R. with Coach Scott Lucid

Sectionals for the first time in BGCL history. In addition to racing to first 
place in the boys 9-10, 13-14 and 15-18 age groups, the River Sharks earned 
the coveted Team Spirit Award at the event held at the Boys & Girls Club of 
Worcester from January 26-27. 

Elvin, who began swim lessons at BGCL after nearly drowning the day 
before his 8th birthday, recalls that the River Sharks had only 10 swimmers 
when he joined six years ago. Now a sophomore who also swims for Central 
Catholic High School, he kept his BGCL teammates positive despite being 
down by 206 points on the final day of competition. In the end, the River 
Sharks outswam second place Charlestown by 48 points. 

“I just kept saying, ‘Work your hardest. Don’t care who’s next to you. Just 
focus on yourself and the people cheering for you,’” says Elvin, who swam 
in the final event, a razor-slim BGCL victory in the boys 15-18 200-meter 
freestyle relay. 

“Once I knew we won, I started bawling my eyes out because all our hard 
work had paid off,” he adds. “We couldn’t have done it without sticking 
together and supporting each other. We’re a family, no matter what.” 

“It has been such an amazing year,” says BGCL Aquatics Director Scott 
Lucid. “Our kids were determined and believed in themselves, and their 
parents supported them all season. It was great to be part of.”

Congratulations to our River Sharks for great swims by all!



Alumni
 
‘17  Sam Lara, who is in his freshman 
year at St. John’s University, is a 
pitcher on the baseball team.

‘17  Lionel Figueroa is a guard/
forward on the basketball team at 
St. John’s University where he is a 
sophomore.

‘15  Elemy Colome is a guard on the 
URI Rams women’s basketball team.

‘91  Socrates de la Cruz, Esq. 
raised more than $32,000 for 
the Stephen Kelley and Maureen 
Kelley Scholarship Awards at the 
third annual Socratic, Inc. Make a 
Difference Night on December 7, 
2018. ‘17 Brian Martinez served as a 
keynote speaker at the event.

Alumni Notes:  If you have news to share, 
email shogue@lawrencebgc.com.

Stay in touch by registering as an alum at 
www.lawrencebgc.com.
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Notes...

Mentoring at its finest

More than a dozen youth members 
in grades 6-12 recently learned real-
world applications of deejaying, music 
production and fashion design in the 
first class of its kind at the club.

Taught by club alumni DJ Lus and 
music producer Ludy, Change the Play 
featured two components. Workshops 
in the club’s recording studio taught 
participants how to deejay on a live 
set and mix and master music from a 
performance. Students then worked 
with EbLens Clothing and Footwear in 
Lawrence to design clothing and learn 
what it takes to manufacture, market 
and promote merchandise in online, 
wholesale and retail forums.

BGCL Digital Arts Director Adrian 
Ayala says the interdisciplinary 
program enhanced youth members’ 
collaborative problem-solving skills and 
ability to express themselves creatively, 
while providing transferable skills for 
post-graduation success.

“This was an opportunity for our kids 
who have grown up listening to hip 
hop to understand they can potentially 
make a career for themselves in the 
music and fashion industry,” says 

Adrian, who hopes this will be the first 
of many times the class is offered. 

Youth member Jenssen M. says he and 
his friends enjoyed the experience 
so much that they worked on songs 
together during school vacation and 
weekends.

“It was really interesting and fun, but 
also very productive. We learned so 
many things,” says the eighth grader. “I 
feel like anyone who wants to do this 
for a living can take a big step toward 
that goal with this program.”

Empowering youth: Fusing music with fashion

Police Detective Marco Ayala (left) spoke at the 
club’s annual mentor dinner on January 23 about the 
difference that mentoring makes in youths’ lives. He was 
accompanied by fellow BGCL alumnus Officer Edward 
Mejia (right), whom Marco had mentored when he was 
a club kid – and who now serves alongside him on the 
Lawrence Police Department.

Youth members model clothing they designed 
with assistance from EbLens.

Kiara Pichardo runs on Dunkin’

When she was a club kid, Kiara Pichardo says she received 
constant encouragement from the staff. A poet, painter, and voice, 
film and stage actor, Kiara is now earning congratulations for her 
role in a Dunkin’ commercial. After comforting Boston Bruins right 
winger David Pastrnak for a penalty, she offers him his regular cold 
brew. Watch the commercial at https://bit.ly/2FSBrCB.
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The two runners supporting BGCL in 
the 2019 Boston Marathon, Haverhill 
native Renee Robertson and Lawrence 
Police Detective Dean Murphy, are 
familiar faces around the club as well as 
the iconic race.

Renee, a niece of BGCL Operations 
Director Billy Robertson and an alumna 
of Central Catholic High School, is 
a New York-based Google account 
manager who fundraised for the club 
while running the Boston Marathon in 
2015 and 2016. In April, Dean will run 
his fourth straight Boston Marathon for 
BGCL (and 16th overall) to further the 
club’s mission of changing kids’ lives.

The two guaranteed entries have been 
awarded as part of John Hancock’s Non-
Profit Marathon Program.

The team’s collective goal to raise at 
least $27,000 has the added backing 
of Lawrence native Meghan Kelley, 
founder and owner of Peace of Mind 
Yoga in Boston.

For the second consecutive year, 
Meghan is supporting Dean’s campaign 
based on their common history as 
former classmates. In addition, their 
respective fathers – Officer RJ Petersen 

Paying It Forward: Triumvirate of support for Boston Marathon 

 Will     
You?

Include 
the Boys & Girls Club of 

Lawrence 

in your will or estate plan 
to forever be part of the 

club’s legacy of doing good 
for the kids of Lawrence.

For information about 
becoming a Heritage Club 

member, contact 
Andrea Nahigian at 

anahigian@lawrencebgc.com. Renee Robertson initially fundraised for 
BGCL in the 2015-16 Boston Marathons.

and Detective Thomas Murphy – served 
alongside one another at the Lawrence 
Police Department, and Meghan’s 
brothers played basketball at BGCL.

“When I began researching charity 
runners,” Meghan says, “Dean’s name 
jumped out at me, and so did the club’s 
mission.”

A former human resources manager 
in the financial industry, she began 
practicing yoga shortly after the 9/11 
tragedy as a way to incorporate a sense 
of balance into her life. As her practice 
deepened, Meghan then decided to 
open a studio in 2013 in order to share 
the physical and mental benefits of yoga 
while donating proceeds to charity.

“Providing a safe haven for children is 
very powerful, and very important to 
me,” she says. “Every child should have 
the benefits of after-school help, sports 
teams and other opportunities to lead 
a healthy lifestyle, but unfortunately, so 
many don’t. It’s an absolute gift to help 
make these resources available to the 
kids that need them.”

Meghan says she has been gratified by 
the support of her fundraising efforts 

from friends and even strangers, such 
as a pair of sisters from Ireland who 
sought out her yoga classes during their 
Boston vacation after reading club kids’ 
stories on her Instagram account. She 
calls such acts a “true testament to the 
impact the club and those who work 
there have on the outside world without 
even knowing it.”

“To be honest, this has been the most 
rewarding experience for me – an 
absolute gift,” Meghan adds. “I am truly 
in awe of and inspired by the staff ’s 
amazing work, and I’m grateful to have 
the opportunity to participate in a small 
way.”

To donate, visit https://bit.ly/2FIwWKW.

Dean Murphy is running his fourth Boston 
Marathon for the club and 16th overall.



Save the Dates: Major Fundraisers
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For reservations and information, contact  
Sarah Hogue at 978-683-2747, ext. 128 or shogue@lawrencebgc.com.

136 Water Street 
Lawrence, MA 01841

The 5th annual Take Action Walkathon 
raised over $20,000 thanks to all those 
dedicated to making a difference in 
children’s lives. More than 150 club kids, 
their parents, alumni, staff and volunteers 
enjoyed a scenic, two-mile walk along the 
Merrimack River followed by music, face-
painting, games and other family activities. 
Help us make the 6th annual event on 
October 20 our most successful to date!

Supported by:

Saturday, April 6, 2019
5:30 p.m. 

   40th Annual Golf Tournament 
Monday, June 17, 2019 

 
Enjoy a day of golf at Indian Ridge  

Country Club in Andover. 
 

Morning and afternoon start 
times are available. Golfers are treated 

to a fun day including great food, 
camaraderie, gifts, prizes and raffles.

 
We are seeking sponsors at all levels.

Bread Loaf Writing Conference 
March 30 

Auction – Pretty In Pink 
April 6 

Career Fair 
May 15 

Dance Recital 
May 18 

Golf Tournament 
June 17 

Graduation Party 
June 20

Coming 
Events

Join us at DiBurro’s in Haverhill for live 
& silent auctions, cocktails and dinner. 

 
If you can help with a donation of 
tickets, gift certificates, jewelry, 

electronics, home goods and more,
      please contact us.

The auction is the 
premier social event 

north of Boston.
Don’t miss out! 


