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If you haven’t visited BGCL lately, you’ll 
want to stop by and admire the beauti-
ful new mural gracing our cafeteria 
wall as a result of the Elevated Thought 
Foundation, an art-based nonprofit 
organization that serves and inspires 
communities in need.

“We’re very appreciative to the team 
at Elevated Thought for their time and 
talent,” says Markus Fischer, BGCL 
executive director. “They have opened 
up a new world of expression through 
the creative arts to our youth members, 
and in the process created a powerful 
message of hope.” 
 
The mural story opens with the depic-
tion of a BGCL member listening to 
music. As a result of this artistic influ-
ence, she begins to see her surround-
ings in a different way: a city of change 
and hope, rather than struggle and 
pain. She looks toward a tree of knowl-
edge, symbolized by the Club, with the 
iconic Lawrence clock tower suggesting 
that the time for change is now.

The city landscape fills the background, 
with a family of birds representing the 
close-knit atmosphere that BGCL offers 

to both young and old. Members enter 
the Club as a young egg, and through 
challenges and the natural growth 
process, they blossom into young adults 
who then emerge into the real world, 
taking with them 
many lessons learned 
along the way. The 
piece is finished with 
a scroll containing an 
original poem writ-
ten by Club members 
Arelese S., Minaliz 
R., and Jailene G., 
with the help of 
BGCL volunteer and 
Andover Bread Loaf 
executive direc-
tor Lou Bernieri. It 
carries messages of 
growth, change, fam-
ily, history, responsi-
bility, and the power and influence that 
young people have in their city.

Elevated Thought co-founders Mar-
quis Victor and Alex Brien and lead 
artist Sammy Johnson initially visited 
BGCL for a mural brainstorming ses-
sion in January. After creating a sketch 
based on feedback from a dozen Club 
members, Alex and Sammy painted the 
mural over approximately 40 hours in 
February. An official unveiling ceremo-
ny took place with an artist reception 
and open mic poetry on April 25.

Marquis, who volunteered at BGCL 

when he was in middle 
school, says the project is in 
line with the mission of El-
evated Thought to address 
social issues through the 
candid nature of art, while 
providing at-risk youth 
with the knowledge and 
skills to creatively make 
positive changes in their 
lives and communities.  

 
“This mural has set the bar higher for 
us. We put so much heart and passion 
into it because of where it is located, 

within a city we know so 
well – one that we’re proud 
to see turning a page right 
now,” he says. In fact, the 
Elevated Thought team will 
return to BGCL in the com-
ing months with its Cre-
ative. Community. Change. 
(C3) initiative. Piloted last 
summer at BGCL, the pro-
gram empowers ages 12-18 
to examine social issues and 
explore new ideas through 
creative writing and various 
other art mediums.

“With this mural, we want 
to register in kids’ minds an appre-
ciation of BGCL and what it means 
to them, and what they should aim to 
get out of their journey here,” Marquis 
adds. “The vision came directly from 
them, so I hope it inspires the kids to 
experiment more with art and writing 
programs. When you step outside your 
comfort area a little bit, you might be 
surprised by what can happen.”



A Message from our Executive Director
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Dear Friends: 

Since spring has finally arrived, with its blooming trees and flowers, it seems an appro-
priate time to look toward the future.

I am excited to report that over the past winter, we have been busy developing a 
plan that will give our organization direction for the next three years. The commit-
tee charged with its development included representatives from the Board, staff, and 
alumni. It was led by our strategic planning consultant, Tammie Foote of Jericho Road 
Project, who volunteered her services facilitating the planning process. 

The Strategic Planning Committee undertook a variety of activities to help assess the 
current state of BGCL and its future direction. They included interviews with diverse 
stakeholder groups; meetings with members of the Board of Governors, Strategic Plan-
ning Committee, donors, and staff; review of national and Club-specific demographic 
and assessment data; and surveys of Club staff and member families, volunteers, 
alumni, and the Board of Governors.

The total number of people involved in the strategic planning process exceeded 200, 
and we are grateful for the time and thoughtful comments provided by all. Using the 
information gathered, the committee has developed a strategic analysis which provides 
a clear picture of BGCL and the communities it serves, with respect to strengths as well 
as areas for growth and improvement. 

To ensure our long-term sustainability, BGCL is dedicated to maintaining the aspects 
that make the Club such an important part of the fabric of the Greater Lawrence com-
munity, while consolidating gains and adjusting to the changes of the last few years. The 
plan focuses on the following five objectives: 

	 •	Invest	in	our	people	to	become	the	workplace	of	choice	and	ensure	the	 
   ongoing and consistent delivery of high-quality programming

	 •	Cultivate	the	engagement	of	all	stakeholders,	including	alumni,	families	of		
   Club members, and influencers across the City of Lawrence

	 •	Further	develop	the	Board	of	Governors

	 •	Maintain	and	upgrade	our	facilities

	 •	Develop	ongoing	and	consistent	support	for	programming	by	expanding	and		
   deepening our donor-based development program

Over the coming months, we will share the details of our plan with all of our support-
ers. In the meantime, we sincerely thank those who assisted in the planning process 
– especially Tammie, whose leadership was essential to completing this important 
initiative. 
 
Enthusiastically,  

Markus	Fischer
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Looking ahead: Strategically planning for the future
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A.C.E. Award winners: 
Julia H. and Stanley M.
This year, BGCL has the distinction of 
dual winners of the A.C.E. (Accepting the 
Challenge of Excellence) Award from the 
Lawrence Exchange Club. Julia H. and Stan-
ley M. have both been recognized for their 
outstanding attitude and performance while 
overcoming adversity to remain on track 
toward earning a high school diploma.

Each student earns a $1,000 scholarship as 
a district winner, and Stanley was awarded 
an additional $2,500 scholarship as winner 
of the New England region. He is now com-
peting for the National A.C.E. Award and 
a $10,000 scholarship from the National 
Exchange Club.

Julia, a senior at Central Catholic High 
School, has fought to overcome significant 
family issues. She plans to go to college, 
study child psychology, and help other kids 
transform their lives. She says, “Every child 

Even though he was just 8 years old at 
the time, Jose C. clearly remembers be-
ing recognized at BGCL for making the 
honor roll. To cheers from more than 
100 new friends, he was presented with 
a t-shirt with the saying “Hard work 
pays off!” This simple gesture instilled 
within him a powerful work ethic and 
commitment to succeed at the highest 
level.

Jose, who graduates this spring from 
Central Catholic High School, has con-
tinued to earn recognition through his 
leadership with the community service-
oriented Torch Club and Keystone 
Club, and as a member of the basketball 
team and a role model to younger Club 
kids. In fact, he calls his participation in 
a joint venture that pairs BGCL mem-
bers with disabled youth from CLASS 
“the most gratifying time of my life.” 

Jose’s recent honor, however, is the 
most prestigious of them all: the BGCL 
Youth of the Year nominee for the State 
of Massachusetts, for which he receives 

a $1,000 scholarship from the Tupper-
ware Corporation. 

In his essay, “What the Boys & Girls 
Club of Lawrence Means to Me,” Jose 
writes, “Most people never have the 
opportunities that the Club has given 
to me. They helped me receive the 
financial aid to go to a great high school 
that has prepared me for this journey. 
They have taught me what it means 
to be a man – to be responsible, to be 
respectful to everyone in our lives, to be 

hard-working, and to be determined.”

Christopher Sullivan, assistant principal 
of Central Catholic High School, is one 
of several supporters of Jose’s candidacy 
for Youth of the Year.  Christopher notes, 
“Jose is diligent in his quest to make sure 
others have the same opportunities that 
have been created for him.”

Jose says he is inspired to follow in the 
successful footsteps of his BGCL mentor, 
Curtis Nelson, as well as the Club kids 
who have gone before him and graduated 
from college. Regardless of where his 
future takes him after his criminal justice 
and business studies at the University of 
New Hampshire, Jose will always stay 
connected to BGCL.

“I have grown up at the Boys and Girls 
Club of Lawrence,” says Jose, whose 
ultimate goal is becoming a federal law 
enforcement official. “I have learned 
about life, school, sports, and myself in 
this special place that has become my 
second home.” 

Character and Leadership:  Jose C. is Youth of the Year

should have an adult whom they can con-
fide in. I want to be that person.” 

Stanley, a senior at Greater Lawrence Tech-
nical High School, has also surmounted 
difficulties at home exacerbated by the 
trauma of losing his friend, Max, to gun 
violence.

The nurturing environment of BGCL gave 
Stanley the encouragement and support to 
focus on the aspects of his life within his 
control. His grades made a quantum leap, 
and he joined the cross-country, baseball, 
and basketball teams. Now he helps other 
kids in the Club and at school as a Reg-
gie Leader. He wants to pursue a career in 
child advocacy, so he can help protect oth-
ers from situations similar to his own. 

“Our kids overcome odds and experi-
ences that would mentally cripple most of 
us,” says Steve Kelley, associate director of 
BGCL. “This special recognition from the 
Exchange Club is a powerful example to all 
that hard work and perseverance really do 
pay off.”
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The Arts for All Program recently received a significant boost, 
due to a generous grant from BGCL supporters Bruce Hauben 
and Joyce Brinton through the Helen G. Hauben Foundation 
(named for Bruce’s late mother). The goal of the comprehensive 
arts initiative is to promote the creative potential of youth mem-
bers, while addressing academic, social, and cultural issues.

The grant will underwrite writing workshops hosted by BGCL, 
in partnership with the Philips Academy Andover Teachers’ 
Network of the prestigious Bread Loaf Writers’ Conference at 
Middlebury College in Vermont. During the school year, two 
day-long workshops draw nearly 150 youths to the Club on a 
Saturday to explore forms of creative expression, including lyr-
ics, poetry, sculpture, and advocacy.

In addition, BGCL hosts Slice of Bread Loaf, a two-week writing, 
arts, and performance program. Created by Lou Bernieri, execu-
tive director of Andover Bread Loaf, the program for elemen-
tary school children takes place during the first two weeks of 
summer vacation while older kids participate onsite at Philips 
Academy. The Slice is staffed by trained high school writing 
leaders from the BGCL.

The grant will also purchase books for kids to take home and 
use in the Club’s Homework Room. Twice a week, volunteers  
Diane Bourgeois and Laura Jordan read to children, or have the 
children read to them.

Mentoring Works: Tim Meyers honored with Paul Cronin Award

Tim Meyers, an eight-year volunteer 
mentor, has been honored with the 
2014 Paul Cronin Award. The recogni-
tion took place at the Club’s annual din-
ner honoring mentors and their youth 
protégés.

“I feel honored and blessed to be 
involved with the Boys & Girls Club of 
Lawrence,” Tim says. “I don’t do this 
for the recognition, but I appreciate the 
award because I respect the organiza-
tion so much.”

High School and is currently studying 
pre-med at Stonehill College.

Tim says he was proud to mentor 
Fortune, whom he calls “an amazing 
young man.” In the BGCL Mentoring 
Works program, mentors are paired 
with protégés before they enter the 
ninth grade. Tim and Fortune shared 
weekly phone support sessions and met 
for meals a few times a month, discuss-
ing everything from tests to sports. Tim 
attended Fortune’s football games and 
track meets, and often invited him to 
his home where Fortune is still consid-
ered an honorary member of the family.

“You feel great interacting with some-
one so positive, so motivated, and that 
goes for the Boys & Girls Club of Law-
rence as well,” Tim says. “It’s a cliché, 
but as a volunteer, you really do get a 
lot more back than you actually give. It’s 
such a great experience seeing kids who 
are working hard get ahead.”

“We’re very appreciative to Tim 
for his longtime dedication to 
changing kids’ lives,” says Markus 
Fischer, executive director of the 
BGCL. “His involvement with our 
Mentoring Works program has 
been a model of success, while 
providing a deep sense of satisfac-
tion to him and the kids he has 
mentored.”

Tim has been a juvenile probation 
officer in Lawrence for 17 years, and 
previously worked for 13 years at the 
Massachusetts Department of Youth 
Services. He initially volunteered at 
BGCL by overseeing the weight room, 
and soon was asked to work one-on-
one as a mentor. One of his protégés is 
2012 Youth of the Year Fortune Kalala, 
a native of the Democratic Republic 
of Congo who lived in refugee camps 
in Africa before moving to Lawrence 
in the seventh grade. Kalala graduated 
with honors from Central Catholic 

 
Bruce and Joyce 
began support-
ing the general 
operating fund in 
2009, after the 
couple became 
acquainted with 
BGCL through 
Board member 
Linda Kistler.

“We’re big 
proponents of 
literacy because Joyce and I were fortunate to grow up in homes 
full of books, and we started reading for pleasure as very young 
kids,” Bruce says. “We’re well aware that if this habit begins 
early, it leads to independent research and other important life 
skills. And the better start that kids can get, the better off they 
will be as adults.”

“We’re very appreciative to Bruce and Joyce for their generos-
ity,” says Markus Fischer, executive director of BGCL. “Their 
focus on literacy will help us provide the resources necessary 
for our Club kids to achieve their goals and improve their lives 
through higher education.”

Arts for All: Program receives grant from Bruce Hauben & Joyce Brinton 
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Two special guests visited BGCL this 
spring to help promote the importance 
of water safety.

On April 15, Boston Celtics forward 
Brandon Bass spread his message of the 
importance of learning to swim to more 
than 500 Club kids who gathered in the 
gymnasium. He then gave encourage-
ment and high-fives to participants in a 
swim lesson, before posing for photos 
with the River Sharks swim team.

Brandon, who conquered his fear of 
the water to begin swim lessons last 
fall, emphasized that swimming is a 
life-saving skill. “I’m 28, and I wish I 
learned when I was your age,” he told 
the kids. 

Brandon’s visit took place in conjunc-
tion with sign-ups for the free ZAC 
Camp, sponsored by the Connecticut-
based water safety organization The 
ZAC Foundation, which taught more 
than 100 6- to 9-year-olds the impor-
tance of water safety through swimming 
classes, classroom curriculum, and 
various hands-on activities at BGCL 
from April 22-25. In addition, Lawrence 
firefighters explained the dangers of 
swimming in the Merrimack River and 

Healthy Lifestyles:  
Brandon Bass and Kim  
Garbarino promote safety

demonstrated lifesav-
ing equipment.

At the closing ceremo-
nies for ZAC Camp, 
Winthrop resident 
Kim Garbarino in-
spired a new genera-
tion with his story of 
goal-setting and perse-
verance in swimming 
across the English 
Channel. Garbarino, 
a probation officer at 
Lynn District Court, braved 56 to 60 
degree water temperatures, tides and 
currents, bad weather, and a significant 
fish bite on his left foot to accomplish 
his goal in just under 16 hours in 2012.

“If you feel in your heart that you want 
to do something, don’t let anyone stop 
you,” Kim told the ZAC Camp partici-
pants, before awarding them medals. 
“Keep trying, and keep moving for-
ward, until you get it 
done.”

According to the 
Centers for Disease 
Control, drowning 
is the leading cause 
of unintentional 
death in children 
ages 1-4 and the sec-
ond leading cause in 

children 5-14. Risk of drowning is high-
est in minority populations, with the 
fatal drowning rate almost three times 
that of Caucasian children.

“It was an honor to be recognized for 
our commitment to water safety as a 
ZAC Camp host,” says Markus Fischer, 
BGCL executive director. “It’s impera-
tive that we equip our Club kids with 
the skills they need to always safely 
enjoy the water around them.”

 

In her own-
words... 
 
In a recent Bread Loaf writing 
workshop, participants were 
asked to describe their favorite 
food and the reasons for their 
choice.

“I would be a salad because they are healthy and full of 
different colors, and they are composed of many different 
food items. So really, salads are full of endless possibili-
ties. Just like Lawrence!”

    Isabella N., Class of 2021



Alumni
 
‘10   Greydy Diaz, who interned at 
NBC Sports, is graduating from Fair-
field University 
 
‘10   Hilary Greene is graduating 
from Bentley University 
 

Alumni Notes:  If you have news to 
share, please e-mail Cindy Cantrell at 
ccantrell@lawrencebgc.com.

Stay Connected:  Register as an alum 
on the BGCL’s website at  
www.lawrencebgc.com.
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Notes...
 
Shortly after taking office in January, Lawrence Mayor 
Daniel Rivera began naming the new members of his 
administration.

Foremost among them is his fellow BGCL alum, Abel 
Vargas, who is business development director.

Abel, who was instrumental in the successful election, 
works closely with the mayor to keep business within the 
city, assist existing businesses in expanding, and attract 
new jobs and industry to Lawrence. An MBA candidate 
from Southern New Hampshire University, he has a pro-
fessional background in business and marketing analysis. 
He is also a former member of the Greater Lawrence 
Technical School Committee.

Now 31, Abel fondly recalls his years playing basketball at BGCL, which he joined in the 
fifth grade. He competed on the seventh and eighth grade basketball teams, and gener-
ally considered BGCL to be a fun and safe place to spend time with friends after school 
and during the summers.

“I have a lot of respect for what the Club does,” Abel says. “There aren’t many recreation 
options in the city, or places that kids can go to get such support – especially young boys 
growing up in the tougher neighborhoods. It’s definitely an asset to the city.”

Alumni Achievement:  Abel Vargas appointed 
Lawrence’s business development director

Tim and Anne Marie Samway,  volun-
teers and members of the BGCL Board 
of Directors, received an invitation as 
Boston Red Sox season ticket holders to 
bring their family to Fenway Park for a 
tour and holiday photos last fall.

Tim quickly accepted, informing the 
organization that his family that day 
would consist of two Club kids, Gio 
M. and Dalis C., plus Boys’ Physical 
Director Josh Keilty and Girls’ Physical 
Director Stephanie Sullivan.

The kids’ excitement was palpable as 
they toured the grounds, sat in the dug-
out, walked inside the Green Monster, 
and admired the team’s 2004, 2007, 
and 2013 World Series trophies. The 
seventh graders’ subsequent thank you 
letters reflected such sincere gratitude 
that Tim still becomes emotional when 
recalling the messages.

“They wished that every kid at the Club 
could see the World Series trophy,” Tim 
says, “so we made it happen.”

As a result of Tim’s persistence and the 
Red Sox’s generos-
ity in lending the 
2013 World Series 
trophy to BGCL in 
February, hundreds 
of Club kids posed 
for individual photos 
commemorating their 
close encounter with 
history. An added 
thrill was a visit by 
Lawrence Mayor 

Daniel Rivera, who took time to talk 
with the kids and staff.

Club kids were unanimous in their 
appreciation that the most recent prize 
stopped at the place which many call 
their second home.

Alondra T. called the trophy “beautiful.” 
Genesis M. particularly liked the gold 
flags lining the perimeter. Alexander 
B. had never seen the trophy before, 
even on television. “It’s awesome!” he 
exclaimed. “I can’t wait to show my 
picture to my mom.”

Tim is pleased that the kids enjoyed a 
firsthand look at the trophy, but believes 
the experience has larger significance.

“I want them to see that other people, 
such as the Red Sox organization, are 
very willing to go out of their way for 
them,” he says. “It’s not surprising that 
so many do. Once you see all the ways 
the BGCL helps kids, you want to get 
involved.”  

Pay It Forward:  
Board members co-
ordinate World Series 
trophy visit
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Methuen resident Paul Bologna at-
tended his first BGCL Golf Tournament 
10 years ago. A charity golf tournament 
veteran, the event exceeded his expecta-
tions with a generous allotment of golf 
balls, hand-carved signs, refreshments 
at every hole, complementary photos, 
gift bags, and Club kids stationed along 

Golf Committee: Paul Bologna’s decade of giving

 
Approximately 280 attendees raised more than $400,000 at the Roaring 
‘20s Auction, BGCL’s largest annual fundraiser, which took place on 
May 3 at DiBurro’s in Haverhill.

The keynote speaker was 2010 BGCL Youth of the Year Greydy Diaz, a 
senior at Fairfield University who interned at NBC Sports. Frank Cieri 
served as auctioneer, and Timra Carlson was recognized as chair of 
the Auction Committee. One lucky winner won a raffle cash prize of 
$10,000.

Markus Fischer, executive director of BGCL, said he is humbled by 
the generous donations that “literally help keep our doors open.”  For 
example, 60 donors volunteered to “Feed the Need” toward the cost of 
giving Club kids a hot meal every day. 

“The need is great, from providing a basic meal to assisting with academic achievement,” he says. “It is through the generosity of our 
community that we continue to assist the youth of Lawrence in breaking the cycle of poverty.”

BGCL Board of Governors member Tom Costello and his wife, Auction Committee member Kary Robertson, have been coming to 
the auction for more than 25 years. “What the Club does in Lawrence is the gold standard,” Tom notes, “and this is where our hearts 
are.”

Linda Kistler, a member of the Board of Governors, says her favorite part is the presentation by a Club kid who describes the differ-
ence that the BGCL has made in his or her life.

“If we can be part of getting kids through school and into college to make a better life for themselves,” she says, “what can be better?”

the course to spot balls, clean clubs, and 
remind the participants of the good 
cause to which they were contributing.

At dinner that evening, he recalls being 
“blown away” by the keynote speaker, 
a Club kid who told the audience, 
“Someday I plan on being successful 
and sitting where you are, listening to 
someone like me.”

Paul was inspired to make a donation, 
and also join the Golf Committee on 
which he has served ever since. The 
goal, he says, is to continually enhance 
the experience of every golfer. New 
items are always sought for the raffles, 
contests, and live and silent auctions, as 
well as ideas to keep the event fresh.

In 2011, the Golf Committee began 
formally acknowledging longtime 
members. That year, the names of Larry 
Yameen, Bill Bride, and Tim Rock were 
engraved on a plaque honoring “The 
Originals.”  Carol Poor and Joanne 

Baker were added in 2012, and the 
honor the following year was dedicated 
to the memory of Bill Bride.

Paul says he is continually inspired by 
the dedication of his fellow committee 
members, some of whom have been 
volunteering for 25 years.

“You see the ownership they take and 
you want to give it everything you can, 
too,” says Paul, whose wife, Christine, 
and their daughters, Andrea and Alex-
andra, have also taken up his charitable 
involvement.

“There’s nothing I won’t do because we 
want participants to come back, tell 
their friends, and bid early and often,” 
Paul says. “Before every meeting, we 
say, ‘Why are we here? For the kids.’ 
That’s the only reason we do it.”

The BGCL Golf Tournament will take 
place on Monday, June 16 at Indian 
Ridge Country Club in Andover. 

Annual Auction: $400K raised for critical programs

Kary Robertson and Tom Costello



Golf Tournament: Support our mission

 
Coming Events 
 

Graduation Party/Alumni Reception 
June 13th at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Golf Tournament 
June 16th  

 
Kids Against Violence Day 
June 26th 
 
Summer Program Begins 
June 30th

Boys’ ABA Closing Ceremony 
July 25 at 4:00 p.m. at Rogers Center, 
Merrimack College 
 
Girls’ ABA Closing Ceremony 
July 31st at 3:00 p.m. at Library Audi-
torium, Merrimack College 
 
Back to School Dance 
August 15th at 5:30 p.m.

NON-PROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 

BULK RATE
PERMIT #360

US POSTAGE PAID
136 Water Street 
Lawrence, MA 01841

 
The Board members, staff, and volunteers 
of the Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence con-
gratulate our seniors graduating from high 
school, college, and graduate school.

All current and past BGCL members are 
invited to our celebration in the gym on 
June 13th at 5:30 p.m. RSVP with your 
mailing address to Director of Education 
Karen Kravchuk at 978-683-2747, ext. 147 or 
kkravchuk@lawrencebgc.com.

Supported by:

The proceeds will be donated to the 
Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence

 Buy a golf ball to support  
the tournament 

for a chance to win $2,500.*
 

Golf balls will be dropped over a hole at  
Indian Ridge Country Club on June 16th! 

 
$20 each, or 3 for $50

 
(Your presence is not required to win.)

  *     First ball in hole for hole-in-one, 
  or closest to pin will win prize. 

   35th Annual Golf Tournament 
Monday, June 16, 2014 

Enjoy a day of golf at Indian Ridge Country 
Club in Andover. 

 
Morning & afternoon start times are offered. 

Golfers are treated to an amazing day full 
of gifts, treats, contests, and raffles. 

 
We are seeking sponsors for this event, with 

a variety of levels available.

For reservations and sponsorship opportunities,  contact  
Sarah Hogue at 978-683-2747, ext. 128 or shogue@lawrencebgc.com.


