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For six University of Notre Dame 
students who volunteered this summer 
at the Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence 
(BGCL), the Summer Service Learning 
Program was an opportunity to make 
a difference in the lives of urban youth. 
For junior Vanessa Acosta, it was also a 
chance to return to her Lawrence roots.

“I spend most of my time at school in 
Indiana,” says Vanessa, who graduated 
from Central Catholic High School in 
2014. “It’s good to be home.”

This year is the 10th anniversary of the 
partnership between BGCL and Notre 
Dame, which operates the Summer 
Service Learning Program through 
its Center for Social Concerns. In 
addition to Vanessa, this year’s student 
volunteers included Joe Tenaglia of 
South Weymouth, Mass.; Steven Forte 
of Barrington, R.I.; Thomas Matysik of 
Chicago, Ill.; Monica Schrand of Grand 
Rapids, Mich.; and Gabrielle Rogoff of 
Erie, Mich.

BGCL Executive Director Markus 
Fischer says both organizations benefit.

“It’s a great opportunity for our kids to 
be exposed to high-level students, and 
then get to know them as role models,” 
he says. “For the Notre Dame students, 
working with inner-city youth is 
rewarding and often life-changing.” 

Although Vanessa is not a BGCL 
alumna, she was familiar with the 
club through her classmates at Central 
Catholic. She volunteered last summer 
at Lazarus House Ministries, but 
wanted to work with children this time.

Each day, the Notre Dame students 
coordinated morning “high-yield” 
learning activities, or games designed 
to prevent summer learning loss by 
incorporating reading, writing, math, 
problem-solving, and other skills. In the 
afternoons, they joined staff members 
in overseeing a myriad of activities. 
They also resided together, at the ABC 
House in Andover.

“The experience was very validating, 
and also more emotional than I 
expected,” says Vanessa, who learned 
about the Summer Service Learning 
Program through Ted Gorrie, a former 
BGCL board member and Notre Dame 

alumnus who helped connect the 
organizations.

Other relationships have blossomed 
through the initiative as well. 
For example, 3M Senior Account 
Representative Bill Conboy – whose 
daughter, MaryKate, completed her 
Summer Service Learning Program at 
BGCL in 2009 – coordinates the annual 
3M Summer Fun Fest at the club.

With seven Lawrence students currently 
attending Notre Dame, including two 
incoming freshmen, Ted hopes even 
more will give back at BGCL.

“It’s a win-win for both sides, with the 
youth of Lawrence benefiting from the 
contributions of these bright, engaged 
students, and the students experiencing 
the joy of community service at such 
a meaningful organization,” he says. 
“There is so much promise for the 
future.”

Read more about Vanessa’s volunteer 
experiences at the club on page 5.

Milestone anniversary: Notre Dame Service Program
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Dear Friends: 
 
As we begin a new program year, we are 
excited about our youth members returning to 
the club following the summer shutdown. We 
are also celebrating our 125th anniversary this 
year – certainly an impressive milestone!

Over this timespan, thousands of Greater 
Lawrence youth have walked through our 
doors and participated in life-changing 
programs and activities. While our ever-
changing programs have been important tools 
in our child development strategy, they are just 
plainly that: tools. 

2   Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence    Fall 2016

Honoring Steve: Changing kids’ lives for 50 years

At the very core of our organization are the relationships that our staff members and 
volunteers develop with the kids who come to us on a regular basis. For many of our 
youth members, stability at home is not a given. For that reason, being able to connect 
and receive guidance from the same caring adults over many years at the club is our 
true gift. 

Associate Director Steve Kelley, our champion of kids and master of building 
meaningful relationships with youth, is celebrating a special milestone of his own: 
his 50th anniversary as an employee of our organization. Before he joined the staff, 
Steve was a youth member of our club. Staying with one employer for 50 years is an 
accomplishment by itself, but Steve has made every year, every month, every week, and 
every day count. 

I personally have not met another person in my life who has influenced as many 
individuals in the powerful and meaningful way in which Steve continues to do so. I 
have witnessed, again and again, how under his guidance, shy and dependent little kids 
develop into self-confident, capable, caring adults. He has taught our youth that hard 
work pays off and that you should aim high. He also shows kids that by setting goals 
for themselves, and consistently working toward them, you can reach your dreams. 

When Steve announced his retirement from coaching basketball a couple of years ago, 
just to unretire the following year, we invited our alumni to celebrate this occasion. The 
emotional stories shared by hundreds during this event were powerful testimony of the 
effect Steve has had on so many lives. After 50 years of service, he continues to be the 
heart and soul of our organization. 

Please join me in congratulating Steve on his 50th anniversary. Steve, happy 
anniversary and thanks for all you have done and continue to do. 

 
Gratefully,  

Markus Fischer



Emerging Leaders: Celebrating kids of character
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In her own words 
 
At first I spent a lot of time 
in my room because I didn’t 
know anyone [at the Phillips 
Academy Summer Session], 
but it wasn’t long before I was 
hanging out in the common 
room, ice skating on campus, 
walking downtown, and taking fun 
trips on the weekends. I’m very independent, but I still 
needed help, and it was nice how the girls supported each 
other. We got really close in a short time. It was like we 
knew each other our whole lives, and we’re still in touch 
in a group chat that’s always full of messages.

We also did a lot of homework together. My classes were 
geometry, chemistry, SAT prep, and walking/running. It’s 
crazy how much you can learn in one month!

I’m very grateful that I got the chance to go to Phillips, 
because otherwise, I’d never have met people from so 
many countries and had all these experiences. It was 
definitely the best summer I’ve ever had!

    Marielis R., Class of 2019

After volunteering a combined 3,800 hours at BGCL and 
throughout the community, the Keystone Club traveled to 
the nonprofit Cape House this summer for a well-deserved 
weekend of rest and relaxation.

Under the guidance of Teen Director Jody Raineri, our 
Keystoners serve as great role models by donating blankets, 
clothing, and food to local charities and fundraising for events 
benefiting BGCL.

We look forward to seeing what this year’s Keystone Club will 
achieve and contribute.

Enrolling 37 club kids 
in grades 2-5, the sixth 
anniversary of A Slice 
of Bread Loaf creative 
writing workshop was 
the largest to date!

The final presentation 
on July 15 was a 
resounding success, 
with participants 
presenting their creative 
writing, poetry, and art 
based on the theme 
#ExpressYourself. In 
addition, each child 

took home a collection of the group’s writing projects 
plus a new book due to a generous grant from Bruce 
Hauben and Joyce Brinton through the Helen G. Hauben 
Foundation.

Third grader Jordan Z., who participated for the second 
time, enjoyed field trips to Andover Bread Loaf at Phillips 
Academy, Elevated Thought, and the Addison Gallery 
of American Art. His favorite piece from the two-week 
session was his poem “I am….” describing his role within 
his family as a son and little brother, his love of sports, 
and the qualities that make him special.

He writes, “I am Jordan…who feels happy when I do 
things correctly. Who needs love and support to be 
successful. Who fears heights and scary movies. Who 
gives love to other people. Who would like to be a 
professional basketball and football player, spread love 
and peace to the world, and be the best that I can be at 
everything I try.”

In fact, Jordan says he had so much fun that he wants 
to be a writing leader when he gets older. “I liked writing 
about how we feel and how other people feel, because 
you realize that everybody’s different,” he says. 

Writing leader Mina R., whose own Bread Loaf experience 
included helping to pen the poem on the Elevated Thought 
mural in the BGCL cafeteria, says it is important to 
empower youngsters to express themselves creatively.

“It really helps them open up and become more 
confident,” says Mina, now a club alumna attending 
Suffolk University. “Not everybody is a sports star, but 
everyone can connect through writing.”
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Community Partnership: Life skills through Groundwork Lawrence
In our Explore, Learn, and Thrive 
summer program, “high-yield” learning 
activities are designed to prevent 
learning loss by incorporating reading, 
writing, math, problem-solving, and 
other life skills. Groundwork Lawrence 
has been an important partner in the 
initiative, which is especially crucial for 
parents who cannot otherwise afford a 
summer enrichment program for their 
children.

“It’s because of partners such as 
Groundwork Lawrence that we’re able 
to significantly lessen the achievement 
gap between children in low-income 
and high-income families,” says BGCL 
Executive Director Markus Fischer.

This year, 60 kids in grades 2-5 
participated in Urban Adventures 
Summer Camp, a STEM- and nutrition-
based program with the theme “What 
a Waste.” Field trips included the 

Clean River Project in Methuen, as 
well as learning about waste solutions 
at KMC Auto in South Lawrence and 
from BGCL alum and longtime Market 
Basket manager Leo Lopez.

“Waste is not an obvious choice for a 
summer camp theme,” says Stephanie 
Cross, education program manager at 
Groundwork Lawrence, “but getting 
kids to think about trash created a 
ripple effect throughout the city.”

In addition, campers prepared 

Volunteer Spotlight: Gaby Fiato paints new life into furniture for BGCL

nutritious snacks using herbs and 
vegetables cultivated by Groundwork 
Lawrence staffers in raised beds and 
planters fashioned from tires for the 
school-year enrichment program for 
Lawrence Public School students.

Alex Stenner, a FoodCorps Service 
Member with Groundwork Lawrence, 
says the fresh produce was used in salsa, 
guacamole, smoothies, and salads. One 
girl excitedly brought a recipe home 
and made it with her mother.

“As a young person, it feels really good 
to be in a knowledgeable position,” says 
Alex. “It’s huge for these kids to develop 
a real connection with fresh food – in 
its whole form, unprocessed – and then 
become familiar with basic culinary 
tools and skills like measuring, cutting, 
and chopping. Our goal is for them to 
benefit from this knowledge for the rest 
of their lives.”

As her three daughters have grown, 
Gaby Fiato has become a frequent 
visitor to BGCL. She and her husband, 
club alumnus and Lawrence High 
School Headmaster Michael Fiato, 
support their children’s various 
activities and also volunteer as a family 
at special events throughout the year.

It’s Gaby’s creative talents, however, that 
are called upon most often. In the art 
room, she assists Art Director Rosalie 
Rivera in setting up and overseeing 
various painting projects. They’ve also 
teamed to make table decorations for 
the kids’ Thanksgiving dinner and 
create Halloween costumes such as 
SpongeBob SquarePants, a Lego man, 
Minion, and dice for club kids who 
can’t afford to purchase costumes.

“I love being at the club and meeting 
new people, but it’s important to me 
that I’m setting an example,” says Gaby, 
also a generous donor of paint and 
other art supplies. “I tell the kids, ‘I was 
where you are. You just have to study 
and really try in life, and you can get 

anything you want.”

Most recently, Gaby’s painting talents 
have extended to the Education 
Center. After learning from Education 
Director Karen Kravchuk about the 
club’s Pigeon Book Club (based on the 
series by author Mo Willems), Gaby 
tracked down used furniture pieces 
and transformed them into a Pigeon-
themed chair, table, and sign. 
Gaby, a native of the Dominican 
Republic who grew up in Lawrence, 
says she is proud to give back to her 
community by volunteering at BGCL, 
the Essex Art Center, and Lawrence 
Habitat ReStore where she also paints 
new life into old furniture.

“Volunteering is so fulfilling, and gives 
me such a feeling of gratification,” says 
Gaby, who is touched when art students 
see her elsewhere in the club and run 
to hug her. “I don’t know why everyone 
doesn’t want to do it.”

Stephanie Bryant, volunteer coordinator 
at BGCL, says there are as many 

volunteer opportunities as there are 
needs to be met. “People shouldn’t 
underestimate their contribution, 
whatever they have to share,” she says. 
“Giving your time and attention to 
children is such an important way to 
help your community. And it’s fun.”

To learn about volunteer opportunities 
at BGCL, e-mail Stephanie at sbryant@
lawrencebgc.com.
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This summer, I was given the 
opportunity to work at BGCL through 
the University of Notre Dame’s Summer 
Service Learning Program (SSLP). 
Notre Dame has SSLP sites all over 
the country, as well as international 
locations, but I chose to come home 
to my own community for both of my 
SSLP experiences. Giving back, by my 
definition, is a local affair – recognizing 
the needs in your own community and 
serving those needs in the unique way 
that only you, one of the community’s 
own, can. 

Lawrence has always been special to 
me, since it has served as my home 
for almost my entire life. Once I got 
to college, I became aware of the role 
Lawrence had in getting me there. All 
the hours I spent receiving homework 
help from the teachers in the Adelante 
after-school program, the guidance 
from the Central Catholic High School 
faculty, and the support I received from 
family, friends, and countless others 
are what allowed me to continue my 
education in South Bend, Indiana.

Sharing my summer with 
the youth of Lawrence: 
Vanessa Acosta, University 
of Notre Dame

Lawrence provided me with the 
resources I needed to succeed. 
Although I had the most nurturing 
childhood within its city limits, I was 
never immune to the problems that 
surrounded me. I knew that it was my 
job to come home and give back using 
the talents the city itself helped me 
develop. 

I was both excited and nervous on my 
first day at BGCL. I hoped I would be 
able to connect with the kids since we 
grew up in the same city, but being an 
only child, I also worried I wouldn’t be 
great at this job. I forgot about these 
worries within the first hour because 
the kids were so welcoming and eager 
to get to know me.

Throughout my seven weeks working at 
BGCL, I picked up some very valuable 

skills from them. They taught me 100 
different ways to play pool, as well as 
all the dances that are popular now. 
I looked forward to starting my days 
with Zumba and spending the rest of 
the day trying to keep up with the kids. 
Their endless amount of energy and 
positivity inspired me, even on the days 
when I thought I could fall asleep while 
standing. 

I can’t say I was surprised by how easily 
I fell in love with the kids. Everyone I 
met was warm and bubbly, loving and 
positive, funny, cheeky, mischievous, 
and loud – basically, everything a kid 
should be. BGCL isn’t special because of 
its pretty building or its programming, 
although these are all great. It’s special 
because of its people. The kids and the 
staff are some of the best people I’ve 
ever had the pleasure of getting to know 
and work with. During our training, 
we were told that the relationships built 
at BGCL are what make it special, and 
after seven weeks there, I can’t think of 
a more fitting description. 

The people at BGCL created the same 
atmosphere that I’ve always known 
Lawrence to be – home. Every home 
has its issues, just like the work ahead 
for the city of Lawrence, but I have no 
doubt that the kids I met this summer 
will play a huge part in making our 
home the best it can be. 

Lawrence native Vanessa Acosta

Through the generosity of 
several local organizations, 
our club kids participated in 
numerous summer activities 
which they wouldn’t otherwise 
have enjoyed.

The Merrimack Valley YMCA 
sponsored scholarships for 12 
youth members at its respective 
camps for boys and girls on 
Lake Winnipesaukee’s Bear 
Island in New Hampshire.

Three siblings from Lawrence 
– Franklin T., Franklin M., 
and Franchesca T. – were 
awarded additional two-week 

Healthy living: Local companies sponsor kids’ inclusion in camps and sports
camp scholarships from the 
YMCA. In addition, they received 
clothing, sleeping bags, and other 
equipment to make the most of 
their camp experiences through 
the Jaffarian Youth in Motion Fund 
from Jaffarian Volvo Toyota of 
Haverhill, which funds activities 
for local youth promoting 
sportsmanship, discipline, and a 
healthy, active lifestyle.  

Also through the Jaffarian Youth 
in Motion Fund, a bus load of 
youth members was treated to a 
Red Sox game made even more 
special with a Fenway frank and 
drink courtesy of JnR Gutters, 

Inc. of Haverhill. In 
addition, club kids 
Kareena S. and Mikayla 
R. received field 
hockey equipment 
through the Jaffarian 
Youth in Motion Fund 
so they can participate 
on their school team.

“We’re grateful to 
these organizations for Kareena S. & Mikayla R. 
providing critical funds for our core program area 
of healthy living,” says BGCL Executive Director 
Markus Fischer. “Their efforts not only allowed 
more kids to participate in activities, but to do so 
with confidence and a sense of belonging.”



Alumni
 
In honor of Veterans Day, we are 
reminded of the daily sacrifices of 
alumni serving our country as active 
military, veterans, police officers, 
firefighters, and more. They include:

Joshua Abreau, Police Officer

Jamie Adames, Police Officer

Elvin Alarcon, Police Officer

Marco Ayala, Police Officer

George Baker, Police Officer

Mitchell Cardona, Marine Corps

Gary Doucette, US Army

Vincent Etheridge, US Army

James Flynn, Firefighter

Richard Fuchu, US Army

Juan Garcia, US Army

Juan Gonzalez, Firefighter

Juan Guillermo, Police Officer

George Hernandez, US Navy

Jose Hernandez, US Navy

John Iannazzo, Police Officer

The late Gregory Kent, US Army

Ivan Melendez, Police Officer

Alexander Morales, US Army

Dean Murphy, Police Officer

William Oliveri, Police Officer

Jemil Ortez, Firefighter

Omar Rodriguez, US Coast Guard

Miguel Romero, Police Officer

Brenda Santiago, US Army

Hector Santiago, Firefighter

Joel Taveras, FBI

Vladimir Vargas, Marine Corps and 
Firefighter

Alumni: If you have news to share, 
please e-mail Cindy Cantrell at 
ccantrell@lawrencebgc.com. Register 
as an alum at www.lawrencebgc.com.
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Notes...
Wayne Walworth and Kevin Bartlett say the life skills they learned as club kids have 
contributed to their success in business and life. In an effort to give back, they have 
been donating through their respective trades since the new club building opened on 
Water Street in 2006.

Wayne, owner of Wains Irrigation in Methuen, donated, installed, and maintains the 
sprinkler system. “I can’t tell you how many friends I made at the club who I still keep 
in touch with,” says Wayne, who began playing basketball in middle school for coach 
Steve Kelley, another alum who is now the club’s associate director. “It’s incredible.”

One of those friends is Kevin, owner of Wakefield-based Multi-Security Systems, who 
donated, installed, and maintains the fire alarms and security and camera systems. A 
member of the Central Catholic High School Athletic Hall of Fame, he is also coach 
of the Lawrence American Legion baseball team.

Wayne and Kevin, who were co-captains of the boys basketball team during their 
senior year at Central Catholic in 1973, have many fond memories of their days as 
club kids – including the numbered dog tags that served as membership cards. Both 
went on to graduate from UMass Lowell.

“We never had a chance to get in trouble because we went to the club right after 
school and stayed there until it closed,” says Wayne, who earned his lifeguard 
certificate alongside fellow club kid Billy Robertson, now the club’s director of 
operations. “Steve was very competitive, but he also taught us about sportsmanship, 
fair play, and respect. To this day, I still follow his mantra that hard work pays off.”

Like Wayne, Kevin says it’s his pleasure to donate his time and services to the club 
that gave so much to him. One of six children raised in the Stadium Courts housing 
project, Kevin credits Steve with teaching him valuable life skills on and off the court.

“I wish I had those days back. We had so much fun, and learned so much more than 
how to dribble a basketball,” says Kevin, noting his amazement at seeing “all those 
kids running around, and not one without a smile” every time he returns to the club.

“It’s very special to have the opportunity to give back to an organization that means so 
much,” he adds. “Lawrence is in our hearts. That won’t ever go away.”

Giving back: Alumni Wayne Walworth and  

BGCL Associate 
Director Steve 
Kelley celebrated 
his 70th birthday on 
September 12th.

His surprise party 
at the club included 
his family, fellow 
staff members, and 
hundreds of club kids 
who sang “Happy 
Birthday” before 
eagerly sharing his 
cake.

Kevin Bartlett donate time, services to BGCL

Birthday milestone: Steve celebrates his 70th in style

Steve Kelley celebrates his 70th birthday with his wife, 
Sonya, and their sons, John (left) and Andrew.
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For the fourth year, our generous 
friends at 3M supported the club’s 
Summer Fun Fest.

The company became involved 
with the club through 3M Senior 
Account Representative Bill 
Conboy, whose daughter, MaryKate, 
volunteered here seven years ago 
through the University of Notre 
Dame Summer Service Learning 
Program.

After describing her experience, 
his co-workers were eager to join 
the club’s mission of changing kids’ 
lives.

In addition to underwriting the 
event, nearly 30 volunteers cooked 

Corporate support: 3M staffers volunteer, donate, change kids’ lives

 Will     
You? 

Include 
the Boys & Girls Club of 

Lawrence 
in your will or estate 

plan to forever be a part 
of the club’s legacy of 

doing good for the kids 
of Lawrence.

Receive a special  
packet of information 

and become a Heritage 
Club Member.  

Fundraising throwback

and served lunch and supervised 
face-painting and various other 
activities and games. 

“I know the kids enjoy it, but my 
team has just as much fun,” says 
Bill, noting that the event has been 
cited by the corporate office as a 
“best practice” for all 3M Sales 
Connection teams to emulate 
nationwide.

“Each one of us walks away 
feeling good about ourselves and 
the company for having had the 
experience,” he adds.

“We’re already looking forward to 
next year.”

Club kids enjoy an ice cream social at the 
Atkinson Resort & Country Club.

3M staffers prepare lunch for club kids 
at the annual Summer Fun Fest.

After celebrating its 20th anniversary 
on May 25 with a throwback-to-1996 
party, the Atkinson Resort & Country 
Club donated more than $31,000 
in proceeds to BGCL. In addition 
to discounted pricing on food, 
beverages, and golf, special events 
included an ice cream social for club 
kids.

The event was held in memory 
of Peter A. Lewis, founder of the 
Atkinson Resort & Country Club and 
the Lewis Group of Companies, who 
cared deeply about the club and Lawrence youth. Following his death in 2008, the Peter 
A. Lewis Golf Tournament ran for eight years and raised more than $162,000 for BGCL.

Christine Lewis Morse, president and owner of the Atkinson Resort & Country Club, 
says her father shared the club’s commitment to helping youth break the cycle of 
poverty through education, accountability, and respect for one’s self and others. She 
notes that his modest upbringing can serve as an inspiration to youth, regardless of 
the challenges they may face.

“This event was a great way to combine my father’s support for the club with his love 
of the resort and country club that he created,” Christine says. “On behalf of my family 
and staff, we thank everyone for their generosity and support in making the event such 
a tremendous success.”



Save the Date: Support YOUR Club

Coming Events 

College Fair 
October 12th 
 
Take Action Walkathon 
October 16th  
 
Halloween Party 
October 28th 

Annual Meeting 
November 9th 
 
Thanksgiving Dinner 
November 23rd

Holiday Wrap Session 
December 20th 
 
Christmas Dinner 
December 22nd 
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To register and for more information, contact  
Andrea Nahigian at 978-683-2747, ext. 118 or anahigian@lawrencebgc.com.

136 Water Street 
Lawrence, MA 01841

Last year, more than 700 children recieved 
a gift at our annual Christmas dinner. 
This wouldn’t be possible without many 
generous individuals and corporations. 

Please consider donating: 
 – gift cards of $10 (food, entertainment,  
 shopping) for teens  
 – toys for boys & girls (ages 7-12) 
  
For more information, contact Billy Robert-
son at brobertson@lawrencebgc.com.

Supported by:

 Take Action Walkathon   
Keeping Lawrence healthy, one step at a time!

 
Sunday, October 16, 2016 
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

 
The two-mile walk along the Merrimack River 

begins and ends at BGCL.
 

Special family activities to follow, including 
live music, face-painting, games, and more!

Proceeds will be donated to the Boys & 
Girls Club of Lawrence


