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Lifelong Lawrence residents Natasha 
Ballou, Vice President at J.P. Morgan 
Corporate & Investment Bank, and 
Steve Kelley, BGCL Associate Director, 
will be inducted into the club’s Alumni 
Hall of Fame at a reception on Tuesday, 
Nov. 14, 5:30 to 8:30 p.m., in the gym.

BGCL established its Hall of Fame, 
which currently has 69 members, to 
honor the personal and professional 
achievements of notable alumni. This 
recognition inspires youth members 
who are striving to make their own 
mark in the community and beyond.

Natasha joined the club at age 10 when 
her working parents needed a safe place 
for her to stay after school. In addition 
to playing basketball and volleyball, 
she was an active member of the 
Keystone Club. In fact, Natasha credits 
those experiences with developing her 
entrepreneurial spirit and other best 
practices that have proven valuable 
throughout her career.

A graduate of Central Catholic High 
School, Natasha received a bachelor’s 
degree from UMass Amherst and a 
master’s degree from Harvard.

She is proud to be the second female 
inductee.

“I’ve often looked at the wall of names, 
and I’m honored that mine will be 
on it,” Natasha says. “The club is such 
an important place for the youth in 
our city to stay safe, but also to learn, 
develop and broaden skills. It gave me 
the opportunity and exposure to try 
different things, and now I want to use 
my influence to help younger members 
find their path. I’ve always felt that 
responsibility, but even more so now.”

Steve, who recently celebrated his 
51st year as an employee of “Kelley’s 
Club,” is a beloved basketball coach 
and father figure who has an uncanny 
ability to understand youth members 
and adjust to their individual needs. 
He has dedicated his career and life to 
transforming kids into self-confident, 
capable, caring adults by instilling the 
importance of aiming high because 
hard work pays off.

Steve, a club kid since age 10, was hired 
one year after graduating from Central 
Catholic as an assistant basketball coach 

and tutor. Beyond his work at the club, 
he taught at the Tarbox and Oliver 
schools in Lawrence, and earned a 
bachelor’s degree from UMass Lowell.

Steve says the club “never shrinks from 
the tough issues,” and as a result, its 
alumni have become judges, teachers, 
doctors, lawyers, architects, engineers, 
financial planners, real estate brokers 
and politicians including Lawrence 
Mayor Daniel Rivera, Methuen Mayor 
Stephen Zanni, former Methuen Mayor 
William Manzi and former Lawrence 
mayors Michael and Kevin Sullivan. 
When not in the gym, he is stopped 
constantly in the halls by hugs, high-
fives and calls of “Hello, Viejo” (Spanish 
for “old man”).

“I’ve stayed here so long because of the 
kids,” Steve says. “They get into your 
heart and won’t let go.”

Tickets cost $50, including dinner and a 
cash bar. For more information, contact 
Sarah Hogue at (978) 683-2747, ext. 128 
or shogue@lawrencebgc.com.

Hall of Fame: Inducting Natasha Ballou & Steve Kelley



A Message from our Executive Director

                                                                                                              

Our Leadership 
     

Board Officers
William DeLuca Jr., Chairman 
Michael B. Feinman Esq., President 
Kevin McGovern, Vice President 
Mark Torrisi, Secretary 
William Shaheen, Treasurer 
Larry Yameen, Assistant Treasurer 
Greg Serrao, Past President 

Key Staff
Markus Fischer, Executive Director 
Billy Robertson, Director of Operations 
Steve Kelley, Associate Director
Andrea Nahigian, Director of Development 
Jill Rodriguez, Beacon Unit Director
Stephanie Bryant, Volunteer Coordinator

Dear Friends: 
 
Our busy summer has come to an end, and the 
club and our members have enjoyed a great 
start to the new school year.

This past summer again featured many time-
tested programs and activities, as well as 
some new ideas like the Junior Achievement 
program and our New Balance Running Club. 

Noticeably, however, one staple of our typical 
summer program unfortunately did not 
happen.

2   Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence    Fall 2017

Honoring Bert: Changing kids’ lives at ABA Camp

Our ABA (Academic Basketball Awareness) Camp had to be cancelled.

Bert Hammel, the former longtime men’s basketball coach at Merrimack College, 
came up with the idea for this program and led the camp for 36 years with passion, 
compassion and love for inner-city kids from Greater Lawrence. 

Over the years, Bert’s efforts have touched the lives of thousands of kids between the 
ages of 10 and 18. While the camp uses basketball as a major focus area, it equally 
incorporates team-building, leadership skill development and life lessons into its daily 
schedule. Without a doubt, this camp that serves 150 boys and 75 girls annually is one 
of the premier programs of its kind in the nation.     

While other volunteers and key staff members from the Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence 
are strong contributors to the camp, the spiritual leader and the glue which holds it all 
together is Bert. So when it became clear that he would not be able to lead this year’s 
program due to serious health issues, we made the difficult decision to call it off this 
year.

We felt that ABA Camp would not be ABA Camp without him.

With Bert recovering and on the path to better days ahead, it only seems appropriate to 
thank him for everything he has done over these many years for our youth members.

It is also clear that the phrase “everybody is replaceable” does not apply to him. There 
is only one Bert Hammel, and we want him back for the sake of our kids and as a vital 
member of our Boys & Girls Club family.

We wish Bert all the best for his recovery and look forward to a fresh start for our ABA 
Camp next summer with him at the helm.

 
Gratefully,  

Markus Fischer

ABA Camp founder Bert Hammel



Attorney General Maura Healey with club kids.

Emerging Leaders: Celebrating kids of character
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In his own words 
 
What I remember best [about 
the Phillips Academy Summer 
Session] was the diversity. 
There were students from 
many different countries, 
and it was nice to share our 
cultures, religions, likes and 
dislikes. In a lot of ways, we’re 
all the same.

I’m studying information technology at Greater Lawrence 
Technical School, so the Intro to Programming and 
JavaScript class gave me a head start on what I’ll be 
learning this fall. In web design, we were introduced to 
HTML and different editing tools in Photoshop. I also 
took private violin lessons, helped organize a ping-pong 
tournament, went out for ice cream, played miniature golf, 
took a field trip to Water Country and hung out downtown 
with my friends.

I feel very grateful to my sponsor for this opportunity to 
have so many new experiences.

    Ronald L., Class of 2020

On a recent visit to see her office’s Healthy Summer Youth 
Jobs Grant Program at work, Attorney General Maura 
Healey showed club kids that she still has game on the 
basketball court, as well as inside a courtroom.

The club, one of 70 organizations which received grant 
funding from the Massachusetts Office of the Attorney 
General, used its $3,000 gift to employ two teens for the 
summer to help run its sports and recreation activities.

Luis Santana, a sophomore at Northern Essex Community 
College, says he was “grateful every day” to work at the 
club. “It’s a great place to bring kids,” he notes. 

Club alumna Shayla Burgos attended Central Catholic 
High School and Camp Marist on scholarships 
coordinated by BGCL. A junior at Johnson & Wales 
University, she is majoring in criminal justice with the goal 
of attending law school and becoming a defense attorney.

“It’s good to see another side of the Attorney General’s 
Office,” she says. “Seeing how they’re giving back is a 
model for me after I get my own law career going.”

Prior to becoming the state’s top law enforcement official, 
Maura was captain of the women’s basketball team at 
Harvard College, competed on a professional circuit in 
Austria and was inducted into the New England Basketball 
Hall of Fame in 2006. At BGCL, she played one-on-one 
with club kids including 14-year-old Victoria T., who more 
than held her own.

Afterward, 6-year-old club kid Ava R. held Maura’s 
hand during a VIP tour with Lawrence Mayor and BGCL 
alumnus Daniel Rivera, Rep. Frank Moran and City 
Councilor Jeovanny Rodriguez.

“She’s ready to run for office,” Maura said of her young 
friend. If Ava grows up to become a politician, she will 
be following in the footsteps of Mayor Rivera plus four 
other alumni who have served as mayor: Michael Sullivan 
and Kevin Sullivan in Lawrence, and William Manzi and 
Stephen Zanni in Methuen.

Club kids Leah D. and JJ C. 
were among 40 rising 8th and 
9th graders from Lawrence 
who were recently selected 
to attend The Governors 
Academy’s GovsPLUS 
(Powerful Learners Unlocking 
Success) program to 
strengthen their academic 
skills, build self-confidence 
and participate in experiential 
learning opportunities.

The five-week, tuition-free 

Attorney General Maura Healey scores at BGCL

Leah D. and JJ C. selected for GovsPLUS

academic enrichment program partners The Governor’s 
Academy with middle school students to help them reach their 
full potential.

“It felt special to be chosen,” JJ says, “and I was grateful to be 
part of it.”

Club kids Leah D. and JJ C.
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Donor Spotlights: New Balance sponsors Running Club, girls camp
Over the years, club donor New Balance 
has sponsored the Healthy Living Club, 
donated hundreds of pairs of shoes to 
club kids and sent teams of volunteers 
to assist with a myriad of activities.

This summer, the company added the 
New Balance Running Club to its list of 
volunteer initiatives, and also sponsored 
a week-long engineering camp for two 
club girls.

Every Tuesday and Thursday, up 
to 10 New Balance employees ran 
the mile-long distance from their 
office in Lawrence to the club before 
leading youth members on safe routes 
of progressively longer distances. 
Ultimately, the New Balance Running 
Club members developed the 
endurance to finish a 5K race.

Meanwhile, youth members Marielis R. 
and Yoangelis D. say their participation 
in the Engineering for Sustainability 
Camp at UMass Lowell for female high 
school students reinforced their shared 
desire to become engineers.

The girls, both juniors at Central 

Catholic High School, learned about 
innovation, sustainability, product 
design, performance analysis and 
manufacturing.

New Balance associates from various 
teams, many of them women, 
hosted sessions to speak about their 
varied career paths and job roles in 
manufacturing, engineering, product 
development, design, corporate 
responsibility and environmental 
sustainability. The visit also included 
tours of the manufacturing facility, 
manufacturing innovation office and 
Sports Research Lab.

Littleton residents fund literacy programming and free book distribution

Marielis says she additionally enjoyed 
field trips to a windmill factory and a 
UMass Lowell lab designed to reduce 
the chemicals used in cleaning supplies. 
In addition, college entrepreneurs 
discussed the process of starting their 
own companies, the science behind 
their prototypes and the importance of 
presentation skills for investors.

“At first, I was scared because I thought 
just extra-smart people went to the 
camp, but then when I met the other 
students, I realized we were all nervous 
– and then we all became friends,” 
says Marielis, who has participated in 
the Merrimack College-led Lawrence 
Math and Science Program and 
volunteered with Girl Lab!, the club’s 
STEM program for middle school girls 
sponsored by Raytheon.

Yoangelis says the camp reinforced her 
desire to make the world a better place 
by becoming an engineer. 

“It showed me what I really want to do 
with my life,” she adds. “Most kids don’t 
have that opportunity.”

Bruce Hauben and Joyce Brinton grew 
up in homes full of books complemented 
by frequent trips to the library with their 
parents. Since learning three years ago that 
many BGCL youth members don’t have 
similar opportunities, they have pledged 
their annual commitment to funding 
literacy-based programming through the 
club’s education center.

The most recent grant from the Helen 
G. Hauben Foundation (named for 
Bruce’s late mother) provided more than 
500 free books to youth members. The 
club’s comprehensive academic program 
includes daily homework help during 
the academic year, college and career 
preparation, family literacy nights, book 
clubs for early readers and middle school 
students, author visits, field trips, literacy 
kits, a Read Aloud program pairing 
volunteers with youth members and 
the prestigious Bread Loaf and A Slice 

of Bread Loaf writing workshops in 
partnership with the Phillips Academy 
Andover Teacher Network.

“We’re very appreciative to Bruce and 
Joyce for their continued generosity,” 
says BGCL Executive Director Markus 
Fischer. “Their focus on literacy is 
introducing a new world of creative 
writing and arts to our youth members, 
and unlocking the potential within 
them.”

Bruce says he and Joyce are pleased to 
help instill a love of reading in a new 
generation of children.

“We know how important it is for kids 
to develop the habit of reading at an early 
age, because then it will continue,” he says. 
“Not only do books broaden your horizon, 
but the knowledge and skills learned 
through reading open up academic 
avenues.”

New Balance Running Club

Club kids pick out a new book, courtesy of 
the recent grant renewal from the Helen G. 
Hauben Foundation.
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This summer, I was fortunate to have 
the opportunity to work at BGCL 
through the University of Notre Dame’s 
Summer Service Learning Program. 

I grew up in Haverhill, and one of the 
most influential experiences in my 
life thus far was competitively rowing 
through the Greater Lawrence Rowing 
Club. I was fortunate to be recruited to 
row at the University of Notre Dame; 
Division 1 athletics at such a top tier 
school was not in my future before 
finding the correct program to open 
the door to my dreams. A chance to 
provide other children with a similar 
opportunity to find their niche and 
better prepare themselves for their 
future in my local community was one I 
simply could not turn down. 

As I walked into BGCL in June, I felt 
like I was transported back in time 
to my middle school basketball glory 
days. Vivid memories of the constant 
organized chaos, the squeaks of the 
gym floor and the sounds of the 
scoreboard immediately rushed to 
mind. 

Sharing my summer with 
the youth of Lawrence: 
Madeline Coady, University 
of Notre Dame

Returning to such a place as a staff 
member was a slightly overwhelming, 
slightly exciting concept. In all honesty, 
I had no idea what to expect. Within 
my first hour at the club, as Executive 
Director Markus Fischer was giving a 
tour of the facility, a young girl jumped 
in and asked if she could help. As she 
was explaining the activities in the 
computer room to me, I realized that 
I was definitely in the right place for a 
summer I would never forget. 

During my time at BGCL, I was 
involved with daily swim lessons. 
Swimming is a prime example of a 
lifelong skill that kids may only have 
the opportunity to learn at the club. I 
have seen many kids walk onto the pool 
deck, never having participated in a 
swim class before, and weeks later feel 

confident enough to jump off the side of 
the pool into the water alone!

The kids have truly shown me what the 
words “dedicated,” “determined” and 
“passionate” mean. There is no better 
reward than the look of pride and joy 
that a child has when they pass the 
swim test. It has been my pleasure to do 
my best to help as many kids achieve 
that feeling of accomplishment as 
possible. 

If I have learned one thing this summer, 
it is the importance of a smile. Every 
single day for the eight weeks I spent 
at the club, the actions, words and 
intentions of the kids brought a smile 
to my face. I began to get excited when 
they found success, and more than once 
found myself upset when things did not 
go their way. Camper of the Day awards 
sometimes made me feel as if I was on 
top of the world, just because I got to 
see a child rewarded for doing the right 
thing.

At the beginning of this journey, 
we were told that the relationships 
built at the club are what make it so 
special. Now I wholeheartedly believe 
in that observation. I know that the 
relationships I made this summer have 
changed my life, and I sincerely hope 
that the members of the club feel the 
same way.

Madeline Coady with club girls

Through the Summer Nights 
Initiative, the club welcomed up 
to 120 teens for extended hours 
until 9:30 p.m. on Tuesday and 
Thursday evenings from July 
13 through August 17.

Club members and non-
members between 13 and 
18 years old were invited 
to enjoy basketball games 
and competitions, dance 
instruction, pool and ping-
pong, fitness training and other 
recreational activities.

BGCL Executive Director 
Markus Fischer says the 

Healthy living: Local teens embrace extended Summer Nights hours 
Summer Nights Initiative is in line 
with the club’s core program area 
of promoting healthy living.

“We were pleased to be a 
partner in providing additional 
opportunities to keep kids safe, 
active and having fun during the 
summer,” he says. “We hope 
the teens who weren’t already 
members continue coming 
back to take advantage of all the 
academic, recreational and social 
programs we have to offer.”

The administration of Governor 
Charlie Baker and Lieutenant 
Governor Karyn Polito established 

the Summer Nights 
Initiative in 2015.

The extended 
hours, funded by 
the Department 
of Conservation 
and Recreation, 
complemented 
programs offered at 
state parks, forests, 
reservations, Summer Nights basketball 
beaches and other facilities statewide.

“I’m always happy to see the state working together 
with local organizations such as the Boys & Girls 
Club of Lawrence,” says Representative Frank 
Moran.



Alumni
 
‘17  Lucas Hammel will begin 
his two-year volunteer service in 
Thailand with the Peace Corps in 
January.

‘16  Rosa Reynoso, an industrial 
engineering major at Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute, recently made 
her second trip to Ecuador with 
Engineers Without Borders. In 
January, she will travel to Morocco.

‘15  Anthony Vazquez passed away 
on September 10, 2017.

‘03  Steve Martinez has been 
appointed as the junior varsity boys 
basketball coach at Central Catholic 
High School. He previously coached 
the freshmen boys basketball team at 
the school.

‘98  Evan Silverio and Cary Martinez 
Silverio welcomed their first child, 
Adeline Aura, on August 23, 2017.

 
Alumni:  If you have news to share, 
please e-mail Cindy Cantrell at ccantrell@
lawrencebgc.com. 

Register as an alum at www.lawrencebgc.
com.
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Notes...

While growing up in Lawrence, Bryanna Matias says she grew weary of the 
frequent criticism over the city’s issues with drugs and violence, without any 
mention of its strengths.

“I was put onto a path of fear and failure, without even having a chance,” she 
says. “Nonetheless, the city taught me that being strong is to push through the 
worst and strive to be the best.”

Bryanna was recently honored as a local winner of the A.C.E. (Accepting the 
Challenge of Excellence) Award from the Exchange Club of Lawrence for her 
outstanding attitude and performance, while overcoming adversity to earn a 
high school diploma. The recognition comes with a $1,000 college scholarship.

Bryanna says she “chose to live a productive life and surrounded myself with 
positivity and love,” despite the stress of her father’s imprisonment, coupled 
with a four-year separation from her mother after their eviction forced them 
to move in with different family members. Bryanna, who now lives with her 
mother in Haverhill, credits the club with providing her with a nurturing 
second home, as well as easing the food insecurity she experienced due to her 
family’s financial struggles through its nightly supper program.

Bryanna, who graduated in May 2017 from Central Catholic High School, 
was also involved with the Merrimack Valley YMCA, Groundwork Lawrence 
and the Lawrence Youth Council. She took global health courses as a Summer 
Scholars student at the University of Notre Dame, and began her freshman year 
this fall at UMass Amherst with the goal of becoming a pediatric surgeon.

“All the obstacles and influences that surrounded me in my upbringing helped 
me mature mentally and emotionally,” Bryanna says. “I cannot wait to continue 
this journey.” 

“Our kids overcome odds and experiences that would mentally cripple most 
of us,” says BGCL Associate Director Steve Kelley. “This special recognition 
from the Exchange Club is a powerful example to all that hard work and 
perseverance really do pay off.”

A.C.E. Award: Alumna Bryanna Matias  
honored by Exchange Club of Lawrence

Anniversary milestone: Operations Director Billy 
Robertson celebrates 40 years as a club employee

Billy Robertson (second 
from right) celebrated his 
40th anniversary as a club 
employee on September 
3. Before being appointed 
to operations director in 
1997, he was aquatics 
director, physical director, 
program director and 
associate director.

A.C.E. Award winner Bryanna Matias 
graduated from Central Catholic in 2017.
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BGCL is one of 100 local nonprofits which will each receive 
grants of $100,000 through Cummings Foundation’s 
“$100K for 100” program.

“We are very appreciative for this generous contribution 
supporting our learning center,” says BGCL Executive 
Director Markus Fischer. “It will go a long way in helping 
us keep our doors open to the city’s most disadvantaged 
youth.”

The club’s academic offerings include tutoring, STEAM and 
literacy enrichment activities, assistance with college essays 
and applications, financial aid guidance, SAT preparation, 
resume-writing workshops, career planning, job shadowing 
and summer internships. 

Related community partnerships include writing 
workshops with the Bread Loaf Teacher Network of Phillips 
Academy, a science club supported by Merrimack College, 
an aeronautics program led by the Exchange Club of 

Corporate support:  Cummings Foundation awards $100,000 grant

 Will     
You? 

Include 
the Boys & Girls Club of 

Lawrence 
in your will or estate 

plan to forever be a part 
of the club’s legacy of 

doing good for the kids 
of Lawrence.

Receive a special  
packet of information 

and become a Heritage 
Club member.  

New bikes donated to 
Beacon Unit youths

Lawrence and Girl Lab! with Raytheon and Amazon Robotics 
engineers.

“Nonprofit organizations like BGCL are vital to the local 
communities where our colleagues and clients live and work,” 
says Cummings Foundation Executive Director Joel Swets. 
“We are delighted to invest 
in their efforts.”

Copyright Clearance Center donated new bikes to 
48 members of the BGCL Beacon Unit.

Forty-eight youth members of the Beacon 
Unit are the proud owners of new bikes, 
thanks to the generous donation from 
Copyright Clearance Center in Danvers.

The bikes were constructed as a team-
building exercise during a gathering of the 
company’s 460 employees from its offices 
worldwide. Without knowing the ultimate 
goal, teams were given handlebars, seats and 
other bike parts as rewards for completing various challenges, puzzles and creative exercises, and 
then worked together to assemble the bikes.

Tracey Armstrong, Chief Executive Officer of Copyright Clearance Center, said “many dozens” 
of employees shed tears of joy when the intended recipients from the Beacon Unit were 
introduced. In addition to the bikes (which were checked for safety by professionals), the kids 
were given locks and helmets.

Beacon Unit Director Jill Rodriguez says most, if not all, of the children have never before owned 
a new bike.

“The kids were still jumping up and down when we got back to the club,” she says. “It was a 
beautiful thing, and sadly, very much needed.”



Buy Tickets: BGCL Alumni Hall of Fame

Coming Events 

College Fair 
October 11 
 
Take Action Walkathon 
October 15
 
Halloween Party 
October 30 

Bread Loaf (grades 6-12) 
November 4

Annual Meeting/Alumni Hall of Fame 
Induction Reception 
November 14 
 
Thanksgiving Dinner 
November 21

Holiday Wrap Session 
December 18 
 
Christmas Dinner 
December 20 
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For tickets and more information, contact  
Sarah Hogue at 978-683-2747, ext. 128 or shogue@lawrencebgc.com.

136 Water Street 
Lawrence, MA 01841

Last year, more than 700 children recieved 
a gift at our annual Christmas dinner. 
This wouldn’t be possible without many 
generous individuals and corporations. 

Please consider donating: 
 – gift cards of $10 (food, entertainment,  
 shopping) for teens  
 – toys for boys & girls (ages 7-12) 
  
For more information, contact Billy Robert-
son at brobertson@lawrencebgc.com.

Supported by:

  
Join us in honoring our inductees:

Natasha Ballou, J.P. Morgan Vice President
Steve Kelley, BGCL Associate Director

 
Tuesday, November 14, 2017 

5:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
 

Tickets cost $50, including dinner reception  
with cash bar.


