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Expressions of love: Writing a new chapter with Bread Loaf
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Looking back on her participation in 
Bread Loaf workshops for high school 
members at the Boys & Girls Club of 
Lawrence (BGCL), Minaliz Rodriguez 
says she accomplished far more than 
honing her writing skills. She also 
created art projects, benefited from 
the expertise of guest artists, enjoyed 
field trips, helped pen the poem on 
the cafeteria mural and traveled to 
Washington, D.C. to advocate for 
education funding at the State House.

Now a club alumna and writing leader, 
Minaliz admires the maturity of 
younger members who participate in 
A Slice of Bread Loaf. In addition to a 
two-week summer camp in its eighth 
year and conferences each spring and 
fall, sessions now take place weekly 
throughout the school year due to a 
generous grant from Bruce Hauben and 
Joyce Brinton through the Helen G. 
Hauben Foundation.

“You don’t expect young people to 
express their feelings in such deep 

ways,” Minaliz says. “Writing is a way 
for kids to release something that is 
bothering them, or something they 
didn’t even know was there. Seeing 
what they’re capable of, and how far 
they come, is honestly amazing.”

Phillips Academy faculty member Lou 
Bernieri, who founded the Andover 
Bread Loaf Writing Workshop in 1987, 
credits BGCL Education Director Karen 
Kravchuk and numerous community 
partners including Elevated Thought 
and Lawrence Arts House with the 
program’s growth at the club.

“Bread Loaf and the club are profoundly 
similar in that they’re both about 
love,” he says, noting how the program 
provides a safe place to “express 
and support each other’s deepest 
feelings, longings, pain and joy” while 
developing teen writing leaders into 
agents of change. “That’s the rich soil 
that Bread Loaf grows in.”

Writing leaders John O., Kaylee S. and 
Maribella O. are continually impressed 
by the kids’ imaginations, such as 
creating pom-poms for the theme 
“What Brings You Cheer?” The trio 
recently enhanced their own writing 
skills at the Young Writers Conference 
at Middlebury College in Vermont.

Bread Loaf workshops strengthen youth members’ confidence along with their creative writing, art and presentation skills.
“School curriculum is so restrictive, 
so the chance to be super creative is a 
breath of fresh air,” John says. Kaylee 
adds, “It’s really fun to see shy kids 
come out of their shell and want to 
share something they’re proud of.”

Maribella, who has been involved with 
Bread Loaf since the sixth grade, relates 
to those who deal with a difficult issue. 
“I wrote a personal piece one summer, 
and it felt like a weight was lifted off my 
shoulders when I shared it. It gave me a 
lot of support, and a lot of confidence in 
my writing,” she recalls.

Kristine Ennis, summer Slice of Bread 
Loaf director, notes that the program 
encourages youth to write freely and 
“understand that we’re all writers, and 
that writing can change your life.”

Karen expressed her appreciation for all 
those whose dedication makes Bread 
Loaf such a transformative experience. 
“They’ve opened up a new world of 
expression for our youth members,” 
she says, “and in the process created a 
powerful message of hope.”
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Dear Friends:
 
Our Director of Operations Bill Robertson and I recently had the opportunity 
to attend the Boys & Girls Clubs of America National Conference. While the 
conference setting in San Diego was lovely, the main purpose of our attendance 
was to learn more about the strategic direction that our national organization 
is laying out for the Boys & Girls Club movement for years to come.

One of the goals of the national strategic plan is to create a high-quality club 
experience for every young person which is measured through the National 
Youth Outcome Indicator Member Survey. In fact, the Club Experience 
Indicator examines seven components: sense of belonging, emotional safety, 
physical safety, fun, adult connections, staff expectations and recognition.

Members’ responses are categorized as optimal, indeterminate or insufficient. 
Our composite rating is crucial, according to extensive research conducted 
by the Boys & Girls Clubs of America, because youth members reporting an 
optimal club experience are more likely to achieve success across our three 
priority outcome areas: character and leadership, academic success and healthy 
lifestyles.

For example, our Lawrence teens 16 and older who are achieving the desired 
mix of fun and life skills are 40 percent more likely to be on track to graduate 
from high school and 19 percent more likely to expect to attend college. Teens 
13 to 15 years old are 42 percent more likely to volunteer regularly, 39 percent 
less likely to smoke marijuana and 34 percent less likely to consume alcohol. 
Youths 9 to 12 years old are 42 percent more likely to believe that school work 
is meaningful.

While 38 percent of club members nationwide report enjoying an optimal club 
experience, 52 percent of Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence members indicate the 
highest level of satisfaction. We are pleased to be ahead of the national curve, 
but we must continue moving the needle further. With the ongoing support of 
our staff, board, volunteers and others dedicated to our mission of changing 
kids’ lives, we will meet this challenge.

Sincerely,  

Markus Fischer
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Great expectations: Optimizing youths’ experience
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Nick R. gives new life to broken computers for fellow club kids

Abraham I.’s path to beginning his freshman 
year at Fitchburg State University this 
fall has involved overcoming substantial 
difficulties.

A BGCL youth member since age 9, 
Abraham has relied on the club to help 
provide him with stability, confidence 
and the tools to set and achieve academic 
goals. The 18-year-old gives back as a 
member of the Keystone Club, a leadership 
development group in which high school 
students perform community service 
within BGCL and the Greater Lawrence 
community.

In recognition of his outstanding attitude 
and academic commitment, Abraham 
was recently presented with the A.C.E. 
(Accepting the Challenge of Excellence) 
Award from the Exchange Club of 
Lawrence. He then won the regional 
competition, along with a $2,000 college 
scholarship. Abraham is now being 
considered for the national award, which 
will be presented along with a $10,000 
college scholarship at the National 
Exchange Club Convention from July 11-14 
in Reno, Nevada.

Nick R. is a self-described “tech nerd” who estimates he has fixed 30 computers 
and assembled 10 others in his free periods at Lawrence Catholic Academy, 
where he is an eighth grader.

So when he noticed two old computers that had been donated to the BGCL 
Clubhouse Network Computer Lab in April, he asked Digital Arts Director 
Adrian Ayala for permission to test them. Realizing that neither worked, he 
began bringing in computer components from home to fix them.

“When I’m finished, I hope the computers will help other kids or even staff 
members,” says Nick. “I work on them in my spare time at the club, so it’s 
benefiting me as well as other people.”

“Nick is a great kid who already has extensive computer knowledge,” Adrian 
says. “It’s even more impressive when you consider that he’s self-taught.”

Nick, who started becoming interested in computers and technology last year, 
says he is happy to give back to the club. He credits Adrian with encouraging 
his entrepreneurial nature, as well as supporting his continued extracurricular 
education.

“Adrian helps you and guides you to do things the right way,” Nick says. “He 
pushes me to achieve all my goals.”

Character and Leadership: Abraham I. wins A.C.E. Award
At BGCL, Abraham says his goal is to 
“make a difference for the young kids of 
Lawrence.” Through the Keystone Club, 
he helps serve supper to his fellow youth 
members, participates in fundraisers and 
runs Super Smash Bros. tournaments in 
the Clubhouse Network Computer Lab.

In fact, the graphic design, photo editing 
and other technical skills which he learned 
at the club have contributed to Abraham’s 
desire to major in video game design at 
Fitchburg State University. Previously, he 
was part of the 10-person team that won 
the Judges’ Choice Award for the video 
“Here To Help” in the 2018 Global  
RE@CH Media Festival. In 2016, he was a 
regional winner in the Boys & Girls Clubs 
of America Digital Arts Festival in the 
graphic design and video categories.

While working on the video “Here To 
Help,” Abraham says he could relate 
personally to the theme of moving from 
negative to positive.

“My journey to this point has been rocky, 
to say the least,” he says. “I will never forget 
those who helped me, and I will continue 
giving back for my whole life.”

Local and regional A.C.E. 
Award winner Abraham I. is in 
contention for the national award 
from the Exchange Club.

Nick R. in the club’s computer lab

“Our kids overcome odds and 
experiences that would mentally 
cripple most of us,” says BGCL 
Associate Director Steve Kelley. 
“This special recognition from 
the Exchange Club is a powerful 
example to all that hard work and 
perseverance really do pay off.”



One stride at a time: Boston Marathon exceeds fundraising goal
The countdown is over!

Thank you to 2018 Boston Marathon team 
members Michael Allen, Lawrence Police 
Detective Dean Murphy and all of our 
supporters who made the 122nd running of 
the Boston Marathon so successful.

Despite perhaps the worst weather in the 
history of the marathon, Michael completed 
his second Boston Marathon in 3:46:17. Dean 
crossed his 15th Boston Marathon finish line 
in 4:22. 

Together, they raised $26,135 for critical 
programs and services supporting more than 
4,000 youth members.

Thank you for standing by our club, as well 
as our runners, every step of their 26.2-mile 
journey.

Healthy lifestyles: Teens community-
wide to enjoy ‘Summer Nights’

 

In her own words... 

It’s a huge honor to win the 
Christian A. Herter Memorial 
Scholarship [from the 
Massachusetts Department 
of Education, for up to 
50 percent of calculated 
college need]. I haven’t 
decided on a college yet, 
but I want to study finance or 
forensic science.

The scholarship is going to be such a huge help. I 
don’t come from a wealthy family, and I’ve always been 
concerned that I wouldn’t have the opportunity to go to 
college.  

I’ve been going to the club since I was 7 years old, and 
it gave me the opportunities to discover my interests in 
dance, basketball, volleyball and giving back through the 
Keystone Club. The club helped me get the Montagne 
scholarship to attend Central Catholic High School, and 
the staff is always there for me to this day.

It means everything that I can be the first in my family 
to earn a college degree!

~ Zuleydy P., Class of 2019

Furthering our commitment to 
providing a fun and safe place 
for youth, BGCL will operate 
extended hours on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, 6 to 9 p.m., 
each week from July 10 through 
August 16.

Funded by the Massachusetts 
Department of Conservation 
and Recreation, club members 
and non-members between 13 
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Lawrence Police Detective 
Dean Murphy

and 18 years old are invited to enjoy basketball, volleyball, 
fitness and weight training, digital arts, swimming, flag 
football and dance activities with supper included.

This is the club’s second year participating in the 
Summer Nights Initiative, which was established by the 
administration of Governor Charlie Baker and Lieutenant 
Governor Karyn Polito in 2015. Last year, BGCL welcomed 
up to 120 teens each night the club remained open late.

“We’re pleased to be a partner in providing meaningful 
opportunities to keep kids active this summer,” says BGCL 
Executive Director Markus Fischer, “and we hope they 
continue to take advantage of our offerings all year long.”

Commercial realtor Michael Allen
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Career Fair:  
Presenters inspire 
career aspirations

Corporate Sponsor Spotlight: Enterprise Bank

BGCL is able to keep its doors open for the youth of 
Greater Lawrence due to a community of donors. One 
such generous corporate partner is Enterprise Bank.
Enterprise Bank began supporting the club in 2006, 
when Audit Director and Senior Vice President Chuck 
Wolf Jr. joined the company and shared details of his 
previous volunteer experience at BGCL.
Four years later, Enterprise Bank honored the club 
during its Celebration of Excellence with the Non-Profit 

The third annual career fair on May 16 
was the club’s most successful, with 
58 presenters – including 15 alumni 
– discussing their jobs in athletics, 
aviation, business, cosmetology, 
education, engineering, finance, food, 
health care, law, media, manufacturing, 
public safety, technology, real estate, 
retail, sales and various trades with 
more than 140 students.   
The event was free and open to students 
in 7th grade through high school 
throughout Greater Lawrence.

Alumna Marinah Santiago-Rodriguez, 
who represented Super Cuts, said 

her participation in the career fair 
“makes me still be able to see my 
city through adoring eyes.”

She added, “Tonight I was part of a 
vision. A vision that one day, if you 

work hard enough, you can most 
definitely be whatever you want to 
be. No matter where you come from. 
I am lucky and proud to be able to 
give back to my Boys & Girls Club.”

Club alumni presenters at the third annual BGCL career fair.

Chuck Wolf Jr. and his wife, Elizabeth, attend the BGCL Auction. 

of the Year Award for making a significant 
impact on the local community.
“I can’t think of anything more worthwhile 
than supporting an organization that gives kids 
a good start in life,” says Chuck, who serves 
on the club’s Board of Directors, Board of 
Advisors, Development Committee, Finance 
Committee and Safety Committee. In addition, 
he and Enterprise Bank CEO Jack Clancy are 
members of the 1891 Club which supports the 
club’s operating budget with unrestricted and 
renewable gifts.
Enterprise Bank also sponsors a 10-person table 
at the club’s annual fundraising auction, and its 
employees volunteer as homework tutors.
“We are fortunate to have Enterprise Bank as a 
long-standing partner, with employees such as 
Chuck who have become involved in all aspects 
of the club,” says BGCL Development Director 
Andrea Nahigian. “They see the need for the 
club in the community, and they do what they 
can to keep it going.”



Alumni
Notes...

When she was a club 
kid, Kiara Pichardo 
recalls receiving constant 
encouragement, especially 
from Education Director 
Karen Kravchuk “who has 
always been my No. 1 fan.”

Now a poet, painter and 
stage, film and voice actor, 
Kiara is still buoyed by the 
club’s support. In fact, Karen 
and Operations Director 
Billy Robertson recently 
attended a performance of 

“Top Girls” at Boston’s Huntington Theatre in which she played multiple roles.

Kiara, now 24, became a youth member in the seventh grade at the urging of her aunt, 
Tere Veras, who is the club’s registrar. She did her homework daily in the computer lab 
and education center and performed community service through the Keystone Club. 
Kiara ate supper at the club each night, and during an especially hard time for her 
family, Program Services Director Manny Ayala gave her a donated coat.

Kiara, a graduate of Northern Essex Community College and 
Fitchburg State University, says she was “super humbled and 
honored” that “Top Girls” was her first professional show. 
The production was directed by Tony Award nominee Liesl 
Tommy.

Kiara, who aspires to star in her own sitcom, urges other club 
kids to follow their dreams as well.

“Life is so much happier when you’re doing something you 
love,” she says.

Alumni Achievement: Kiara Pichardo is a ‘Top 
Girl’ in first professional play

Ceci Reyes credits her experiences as a club 
member since age 10 with developing the 
skills, confidence and resources that have 
led to many of her accomplishments.

This year alone, Ceci graduated from 
Merrimack College with a triple-major 
in business, Spanish and psychology. She 
also signed with the National Women’s 
Basketball League of the Dominican 
Republic.

The captain of the Merrimack College 
women’s basketball program has begun her 
professional career in her native country as 
a shooting guard for the Indias del Sur. 

Ceci, who is also an alumna of Governor’s 
Academy, has already begun working 

toward her Master 
of Science in 
Management 
at Merrimack. 
While still an 
undergrad, she 
earned the Travis 
G. Kong Award for 
outstanding service 
and the Female 
Comeback Student-
Athlete of the Year 

Will     
You? 

Include 
the Boys & Girls 
Club of Lawrence 

in your will or estate 
plan to forever be 
a part of the club’s 

legacy of doing good 
for kids.

Alumna Kiara Pichardo is embraced by Operations 
Director Billy Robertson and Education Director Karen 
Kravchuk after a recent performance of “Top Girls.”

Ceci Reyes

In her court: Ceci Reyes begins professional career

for battling through an offseason knee injury.

“I’ve only made it where I am today because of the club’s 
guidance,” says Ceci. “I feel so blessed to be pursuing 
a lifelong dream, and I can’t wait to see what this next 
chapter holds.”

 
Alumni currently attending college 
were recently awarded a $1,000 Steve 
Vano Memorial Scholarship from 
West Parish Church in Andover. 
Congratulations to:

‘17  Nelselly Alsina, Holy Cross

‘17  Bryanna Matias, UMass Amherst

‘16  Jailene Garcia, UMass Lowell

‘16  Ashley Gonzalez, Salem State

‘16  Brian Martinez, UMass Dartmouth

‘16  Selena Mercado, Nichols College

‘16  Sabrina Paulino, Emmanuel College

‘15  Anairis Caraballo, Northern Essex     
       Community College

‘15  Yeraldo Rodriguez, UMass Amherst

‘15  Alex Santos, Salem State University

‘15  Jose Casado, Fitchburg State

‘14  Joaly Rosario, Saint Anselm College

Alumni Notes:  If you have news to 
share, please email cindy.cantrell@
lawrencebgc.com. Stay in touch 
by registering as an alum at www.
lawrencebgc.com.
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When Megan McCoy began 
volunteering as a club mentor in 2011, 
she hoped to make a special connection 
with a child for whom she could 
provide homework help and other 
support. Instead, the experience led to 
a part-time staff position as assistant 

Volunteer Spotlight: Turning volunteerism into vocation

 
Walkers and sponsors are needed for the club’s fifth annual 
Take Action Walkathon on Sunday, October 14 from 9:00 
to 11:00 a.m. Last year, more than 200 youth members, 
their parents, alumni and volunteers raised $35,000 
for academic success, healthy lifestyle and community 
involvement programs for over 4,000 youth members.
The two-mile walk along the Merrimack River begins and 
ends at the club, followed by music and family-friendly 
activities. Last year’s major sponsors included Cambridge 
College of Lawrence, New Balance Foundation, Reading 
Cooperative Bank, Tuscan Brands, Asahi/America, Dunkin’ 
Donuts, Bank of New England and Woodworth Motors.
“Each and every one of our participants raises critically 
needed funds, and also helps us set an example of healthy living for our club kids,” says Executive Director 
Markus Fischer. “We’re grateful for the generous support of those who walk, fundraise, donate, volunteer and 
cheer us on in our mission of changing kids’ lives.”
Register today at https://bgclma.ejoinme.org/walk2018.

dance instructor through which she 
serves as a role model to dozens of kids.

Megan learned about the club while 
attending Central Catholic High 
School, whose Marist Mentor program 
was founded by students to serve the 
children of Lawrence. In September 
2011, Megan was paired with an 8-year-
old boy whom she tutored before they 
played games during her weekly visits.

Megan, who has been dancing since she 
was 3 years old, says her curiosity about 
other club offerings soon led her to the 
dance room. She began volunteering 
a second day each week to teach tap 
dancing, and was hired as a part-time 
staff member the following spring.

Megan currently teaches hip hop, lyrical 
and other dance styles in her staff 
capacity, but volunteers an additional 
two or three afternoons because 
she enjoys coaching so much. She is 
teaching dance full-time this summer.

“I can’t tear myself away from the 
students or the club,” says Megan, 

who prepares dancers for club events, 
parades, festivals, nursing home 
performances and special events such 
as a Lowell Spinners game last summer. 
She also trained and accompanied a 
dancer to an audition for “America’s Got 
Talent” in New York City.

“The relationships I’ve developed with 
the kids are so special to me,” Megan 
adds. “I love seeing them grow as 
dancers, just as I did at their age.”

Megan earned a bachelor’s degree in 
human development and a minor in 
education this spring from Merrimack 
College, where she is now in an 
accelerated master’s program. Wherever 
her career takes her, Megan intends for 
the club to remain an integral part.

“Even though I’m technically these kids’ 
teacher,” she says, “I’ve learned so much 
from them.”

To learn about volunteer opportunities, 
contact Volunteer Coordinator 
Stephanie Bryant at 978-683-2747, ext. 
117 or sbryant@lawrencebgc.com.

Annual Walkathon: Stepping up for a healthy lifestyle

The annual walkathon benefits programs 
focusing on academic success, healthy lifestyles 
and community involvement.

Volunteer Megan McCoy with 
members of the Dance Academy.
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Supported by:

The Auction is the premier social 
event in the Merrimack Valley.

 Don’t miss out!

 Saturday, April 6, 2019 
5:30 p.m. at DiBurro’s in 

Haverhill 

Join us for live and silent 
auctions, cocktails and dinner. 

If you can help with a donation of 
tickets, gift certificates, jewelry, 

electronics, home goods and more, 
please contact us. 

 

For reservations and sponsorship opportunities, contact  
Sarah Hogue at 978-683-2747, ext. 128 or shogue@lawrencebgc.com.

Sponsorship opportunities
available at many levels! 

 
The board members, staff and volunteers 
of the Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence 
congratulate our seniors graduating from 
high school, college and graduate school.

All current and past club members are 
invited to our celebration on June 21 at 
5:30 p.m. RSVP with your mailing address 
to Director of Education Karen Kravchuk 
at 978-683-2747, ext. 147 or kkravchuk@
lawrencebgc.com.

Coming Events  

Golf Tournament  
June 18 

Awards Night 
June 20 at 5:30 p.m. 
 

Graduation Party 
June 21 at 5:30 p.m. 

3M Summer Fun Fest 
June 28 
 

Summer Program Begins 
July 2 
 

Slice of Bread Loaf Summer Camp 
July 9-20

Summer Program Ends 
August 17


