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Raytheon volunteers inspire the next generation of female engineers at Girl Day.

Each February, Boys & Girls Clubs 
across the country celebrate Girl Day 
during National Engineers Week by 
inviting STEM (science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics) 
professionals to host demonstrations, 
share experiences, and lead activities.

As a result of financial support from 
Raytheon Company and donations of 
time and talent by volunteer Meredith 
Monaco, female members of the Boys 
& Girls Club of Lawrence (BGCL) are 
making strides year-round to join the 
next generation of female engineers.

Meredith, a principal multidiscipline 
engineer at Raytheon in Andover, 
was introduced to BGCL when she 
volunteered at the Science of Sports 
science fair hosted by Raytheon and 
the New England Patriots Charitable 
Foundation in 2010. Two years later, 
she began volunteering in the BGCL 
education center and mentoring club 
alumnae including Rosa Reynoso, who 

is currently studying engineering at 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute.

In 2014, Meredith introduced a STEM 
club for middle school girls called Girl 
Lab! through a grant from Raytheon. 
During six-week sessions which she co-
leads with Hiba Fareed and Lea Daigle, 
youth members in grades 5-8 have 
made lip balm and light bulbs, designed 
soap molds, used soda and pop rocks to 
blow up balloons, built towers, and held 
an egg drop competition.

“I’m really passionate about getting 
more girls into engineering,” says 
Meredith, who holds a bachelor’s 
degree in mechanical engineering and 
an MBA. “It’s still common for girls to 
think that science is for boys, but there 
are a lot of ways in which engineering 
lends itself to female traits – such 
as problem-solving in a way that is 
nurturing and will improve the world.”

Toward that end, Meredith and her 
fellow Raytheon colleagues celebrated 
Girl Day on February 16 with more 
than 75 girls from BGCL and Youth 
Development Organization (YDO) 
Lawrence. After learning about the 
variety of engineering careers, the 
girls participated in a “touchdown” 

experiment in which they fashioned a 
shock-absorbing system of index cards, 
foam, tape, straws, and rubber bands to 
cushion two marshmallow “astronauts” 
named after NASA pioneers Sally Ride 
and Mae Jemison.

BGCL Education Director Karen 
Kravchuk says it’s important for club 
girls to interact with female role models 
so they can envision their own futures 
in engineering. “We’re appreciative of 
these efforts to open new career paths 
for our girls by making STEM concepts 
accessible and enjoyable,” she says.

Meredith, who was awarded the club’s 
2017 Paul Cronin Award in January for 
assisting kids in fulfilling their potential 
through education, ultimately hopes 
to expand the program to Boys & Girls 
Clubs nationwide.

BGCL member Eva N., who joined Girl 
Lab! this year, supports that goal.

“It’s fun learning so many new things,” 
she says. “It shows that girls can do 
much more than some people expect.”
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Dear Friends: 
 
We may not have seen the last of the snow that recently covered the Merrimack Valley, 
but we’re already starting to make plans for the upcoming summer.

Every year, we offer a comprehensive seven-week, in-house summer program for our 
youth members. But did you know that we also provide opportunities to a number of 
club kids to attend a variety of summer camps?

Last year, more than 30 club kids attended the overnight camps of the Merrimack 
Valley YMCA and Camp Marist. These two camps are a great experience for any kid, 
but especially for our youth who rarely get an opportunity to enjoy nature up close and 
personal.

The YMCA camp is located on Bear Island, one of the largest islands on Lake 
Winnipesaukee amid the breathtaking White Mountains. The facilities of Camp 
Marist, the affiliated summer program of Central Catholic High School, are located on 
picturesque Ossipee Lake in New Hampshire. Both camps are places where children 
learn about character, leadership, and community, develop strong self-esteem and self-
awareness, and grow in confidence while learning new skills. 

In addition, a number of club youth have been the fortunate recipients of scholarships 
to attend the Brooks School Day Camp. Located on the beautiful Brooks School campus 
in North Andover, our kids explore the natural world, creatively express themselves 
through music and the arts, make new friends, improve skills, take on new challenges, 
and enjoy group events.

This past summer, a small group of our kids were also invited to join the Strongwater 
Farm equestrian summer program in Tewksbury, where they enjoyed horseback riding 
lessons, art projects, and other related activities. In addition, Phillips Academy in 
Andover generously donates a space in its prestigious academic summer enrichment 
program to our annual auction for a qualified youth member.

All of these experiences are very special because they allow our kids to step out of their 
comfort zone by exploring new and exciting adventures and environments. It is often 
these type of experiences that contribute greatly to the personal growth of our children.

It is an important fact that for most of our kids, such experiences are not affordable 
without assistance. We are therefore very grateful to the Merrimack Valley YMCA, 
Camp Marist, Brooks School, Strongwater Farm, and Phillips Academy for opening 
their summer camps to our youth members.

We look forward to continuing our partnerships with these generous organizations this 
summer. 

Gratefully,  

Markus Fischer
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Summer Fun: Plan now for camps 
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In her own words... 
 
I love coming to the club 
because you can be yourself, 
and there are so many 
different types of people that 
it’s easy to make friends. You 
feel welcome and you can 
do all these different activities. 
My favorite is swimming. I didn’t 
know how to swim when I started 
coming here, but I wanted to do something new so I stayed 
with it. It was so much fun to learn all the different strokes, 
and how to dive and do a flip. Now I have practices and 
traveling meets with the River Sharks swim team. Learning 
a new skill makes you feel like you’ve really achieved 
something!

    Sophia P., Class of 2025
To follow Sophia’s monthly videos highlighting her activities at the 
club, send your e-mail address to Development Director Andrea 
Nahigian at anahigian@lawrencebgc.com.

When Steven T. joined BGCL six years ago, he says he found 
a safe haven from the bullying he experienced over his 
ethnicity and interest in computers.

As Steven’s confidence grew, so did his club involvement and 
leadership. Now a senior at Central Catholic High School, he 
recently added a significant accomplishment to his college 
applications: BGCL Youth of the Year.

Established in 1947, Youth of the Year is the Boys & Girls 
Club of America’s premiere recognition program for club 
members 14 to 18 years old, promoting leadership and 

Emerging Leaders: Steven T. named Youth of the Year

Jahkhai E. was recently selected as one of 16 national winners 
in the 14th annual Boys & Girls Clubs of America Digital Arts 
Festival celebrating creative and technical achievements in a 
range of digital media. His entry in the graphic design category 
for the 6-to-9 age group is titled “Anybody Can Be a Super 
Hero.”

The club’s regional winners are Abraham I. in the 13-15 age 
group for his graphic design entry “Accept Duality, Earn 
Identity;” the team of Ramon J. and Jose R. in the 10-12 age 
group for their video “All Together – Todos Juntos;” and the 
team of Abraham I. and Ali B. in the 13-15 age category for 
their video “We’re All In/All For One.”

“The Digital Arts Festival encourages youth to build their 
technical skills and creative outlets for personal development,” 
says BGCL Executive Director Markus Fischer. “I’m very 
proud of all our winners for exploring new avenues of artistic 
expression through technology.”

service, academic excellence, and healthy lifestyles.

BGCL Teen Director Jody Ranieri recalls that Steven 
has always been driven to unlock opportunities through 
education. “I’m very proud of Steven,” Jody says, “and I’m 
very proud to be part of this club that changes the lives of so 
many kids like him.”

At BGCL, Steven founded a coding club in the Computer 
Clubhouse, volunteered hundreds of hours through the 
Keystone Club, and participated in the Lawrence Youth 
Council, Highland Street Youth Philanthropy Initiative, and 
84 Movement against Big Tobacco.

“The club has meant so much,” says Steven, who plans to 
study computer science in college. “It’s a big part of my life, 
and hopefully the lives of many other kids to come.”

Digital Arts Festival: Club kids win 
national, regional awards

Jahkhai E. won a national award for his graphic design entry.

BGCL Youth of the Year Steven T. and his mother, Lan



Speed painter and motivational speaker Rob Surette recently 
visited BGCL to share his message that kids’ lives can be far 
greater than they thought possible. In addition to performing 
at no cost, he donated a 6-foot painting of Michael Jordan.

During his show, coordinated by Auction Committee chair 
Timra Carlson, Rob painting towering portraits of Abraham 
Lincoln, Mother Teresa, and Albert Einstein in just minutes. 

“Michael Jordan is a superstar today because he never gave up, 
even when he was cut from his high school basketball team,” 
notes Rob, an alumnus of the Arlington Boys & Girls Club 
whose children played basketball at BGCL. “When kids see 
that painting, I want them to feel inspired and determined to 
work just as hard to achieve their own dreams.”
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Special events: College fair and inspiring celebrations

The annual Thanksgiving dinner (left) on November 23 was prepared by the Exchange Club of Lawrence and served by volunteers 
to 450 youth members. At the annual Christmas party (right) on December 22, Santa Claus distributed donated toys and gift cards 
to 600 wildly cheering youth members. Groups of longtime volunteers served the holiday dinner donated by the 99 Restaurants of 
Andover and North Andover, which already raised over $7,000 for BGCL during Boys & Girls Club Fundraising Month in October.

The club’s tenth annual college fair on October 12 
was also our largest, with representatives from 24 
colleges and universities meeting with more than 
100 high school students from throughout the 
Greater Lawrence community. 

Groups came from Central Catholic High School, 
Lawrence High School, Methuen High School, the 
Movement City Youth Network, and Boys & Girls 
Clubs from Waltham and Nashua. In addition, 
longtime club volunteer Jon Glesmann coordinated 
an information table at which he counseled students 
on ways to make college affordable.

The club hosted its largest-ever college fair in October.

Rob Surette (fifth from left) donates a gift of inspiration.
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Congratulations to our Lawrence 
River Sharks swim team, which 
dominated the 2017 Boys & Girls 
Club Sectionals by claiming first 
place in the 9-10, 11-12, and 13-14 
boy’s age groups.

In addition, our girls enjoyed seven 
top 10 finishes for a total team 
effort.

Overall, the River Sharks finished 
third in Division 2.

“This was the meet where all 
our swimmers showed how hard 
they’ve worked this season, not to 
mention all four years of the team’s 
existence,” says BGCL Aquatics 
Director Scott Lucid. 

“They made the club and Lawrence 
proud.”

Healthy Lifestyles: River Sharks swim team stuns at sectionals

Over her 21-year career at BGCL, Education Director Karen Kravchuk 
has been credited with providing thousands of youth members with the 
resources, guidance, and confidence to pursue their dreams through 
education.

In honor of her outstanding community service, the Lawrence Bar 
Association recently presented Karen with the Liberty Bell Award. Attorney 
General Maura Healey was the keynote speaker at the event.

“I’m humbled and honored to receive this tremendous recognition,” says 
Karen, whose passion for assisting kids in breaking the cycle of poverty 
through education was previously recognized with the creation of the Karen 
Kravchuk Scholarship Fund for club kids in 2014. “Education is the key to 
a brighter future, and it’s a great privilege to help equip our youth members 
with the tools to change the world.”

According to Lawrence Bar Association president Matthew Ginsburg, 
Executive Committee members unanimously supported Karen’s nomination 
for the award. The honor recognizes individuals who generously give their 
time and talent to create a sense of civic responsibility and contribute to the 
good of the community.

“We were blown away when we learned the depth of Karen’s selflessness in 
serving the youth of Greater Lawrence. We feel that her contributions embody 
the purpose and spirit of the award,” Matthew says. “We’re excited to 
recognize Karen as an integral member of the club leadership team who has 
helped shape the futures of an enormous number of underprivileged youth 
and made a proven difference in their lives.”

Honoring Karen Kravchuk: Liberty Bell Award presented by Lawrence Bar Association

Aquatics Director Scott Lucid (second from right) celebrates with River Sharks (from left) Franklin T., Carlos P., Elvin R., and Victor S.

Karen Kravchuk (center) is congratulated by 
Attorney General Maura Healey and BGCL 
alumnus Socrates De La Cruz, Esq., a member 
of the Lawrence Bar Association.



Alumni
 
‘16  Brian Martinez graduated from 
the College Now/START program 
at UMass-Dartmouth and won the 
Belfred Pima Scholarship.

‘13  Raheem Mills participated in the 
Environmental Technical Training 
Program with Groundwork Lawrence.

‘07  Sabrina Sanchez, 2007 BGCL 
Youth of the Year, is a senior 
manufacturing engineer at Bio-
Concept Laboratories.

‘03  Jadi Taveras is dean of 
multicultural education at Governor’s 
Academy.

‘02  Jose Otero and Special Events 
Coordinator Sarah Hogue welcomed 
their third child, Xander Robert.

‘93  Radhames Nova, 1993 BGCL 
Youth of the Year, is president and 
CEO at Junior Achievement of 
Northern New England.

 
Alumni Notes:  If you have news to share, 
email shogue@lawrencebgc.com. Register 
as an alum at www.lawrencebgc.com.
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Notes...

Corporate Partner Spotlight: Gemline employees inspire club funding

BGCL would not have reached its 
recent 125th anniversary without 
significant support from the 
surrounding community. One such 
generous corporate partner is Gemline, 
a local Lawrence company.

The promotional products supplier has 
been involved with BGCL for more 
than 14 years, inspired by its employees 
whose children benefit from the club’s 
educational programs and caring staff 
members and volunteers.

Maria Torbido, who has worked at 
Gemline for two years, has an 8-year-
old son in the second grade who attends 
the club every Thursday as part of the 
enrichment program with the Lawrence 
Public Schools.

“My son is so excited to go to school 
that day because he knows he is able to 
go to the club,” says Maria, noting that 
his favorite activity is swimming. “It’s 
the only morning that he gets up on his 
own and is ready to go to school.”

Santa Lara German, who has worked at 

Please join us in welcoming new board 
president Michael B. Feinman, Esq. and 
board members Gail McNaughton and 
Tom Burkardt.

According to BGCL Executive Director 
Markus Fischer, board members serve 
as the governing body of the club, 
providing guidance and oversight.

“We are grateful for the important 
contributions of time, experience, and 
perspective by these Merrimack Valley 
leaders for our kids’ benefit,” he says.

Michael, principal of Feinman Law 
Offices in Andover, is a longtime board 
member and club supporter who 
previously served as counsel for BGCL.

Gail is an audit partner at Deloitte and 
Touche LLP, with 31 years of experience 
providing audit services to publicly and 
privately held companies in the retail, 
consumer business, and technology 
industries.

Tom returns to the BGCL Board of 
Directors after serving as president 
from 2012-14. The retired entrepreneur 
was formerly CEO of Castle Networks, 
WaveSmith Networks, and BlueNote 
Networks.

Michael, a BGCL alumnus who was 
born and raised in Lawrence, says he is 
looking forward to contributing to the 
growth of the club. 

“Upon returning to Lawrence to start 
my career, I remembered the club as a 
great place to meet friends – but I see 
it differently now, as a great place to 
do some good,” Michael says. “It feels 
good to give back to the community 
and associate with the incredible people 
who comprise the staff and community 
leaders that make the club work.”

Leadership: Welcoming board president and members

Gemline manufacturing associates (left to 
right) Santa Lara German and Maria Toribio

Board President Michael Feinman, Esq.

Gemline for five years, has a 12-year-
old son who has been going to the club 
for more than four years. He attends as 
part of the school enrichment program, 
and also participates in after-school 
activities as a regular youth member.

“If it was up to him, he would live at 
the club. He loves the pool and all the 
activities the club offers,” Santa says. “I 
like that he is able to get his homework 
done at the club and learn new skills 
through different programs.”

“We are very fortunate to have Gemline 
as a consistent corporate partner,” says 
BGCL Development Director Andrea 
Nahigian. “The club would not be able 
to provide such a myriad of activities 
to so many children without such 
generous supporters.”
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We are pleased to introduce the 
2017 BGCL Boston Marathon team 
of Lawrence Police Detective Dean 
Murphy and Katie Ciciarelli. Both 
guaranteed entries were awarded as part 
of John Hancock’s Non-Profit Marathon 
Program.

Dean Murphy

Last year was the first time I ran the 
Boston Marathon for BGCL. The 
kindness and generosity I witnessed 
during the fundraising process was 
something I will never forget, and it 
kept me going during what proved to 
be one of my hardest marathons to 
complete yet. I am once again running 
for BGCL because it is something that I 
truly believe in.

Every time I visit the club, I am 
reminded of all the hard work and 
dedication that goes into making it a 
successful and welcoming environment 
for thousands of children who rely on it 
on a daily basis. It also reminds me that 
I have to do my part to help out and give 
back.

All too often, Lawrence is depicted as a 

Paying It Forward: Running for BGCL in 2017 Boston Marathon 

 Will     
You?

Include 
the Boys & Girls Club of 

Lawrence 

in your will or estate plan 
to forever be part of the 

club’s legacy of doing good 
for the kids of Lawrence.

For information about 
becoming a Heritage Club 

member, contact 
Andrea Nahigian at 

anahigian@lawrencebgc.com. The 2017 Boston Marathon will mark 
Katie Ciciarelli’s first marathon.

place of poverty, crime, and violence. I 
promise you, take one step inside BGCL 
and you will see something completely 
different. So many families rely on 
the structure and the love and care 
provided by the club. It is something 
that inspires me and gives me pride to 
have the chance to be part of. 

Your donations will once again give me 
the motivation to make it all the way!

Katie Ciciarelli

I’m excited to be running this year’s 
Boston Marathon to benefit BGCL! 

I was asked by a dear friend who 
works for this incredible nonprofit to 
help support what is one of the most 
important things that we all cherish: 
children.

BGCL keeps children off the streets and 
provides healthy role modeling, fitness 
programs, friendships, and much more. 
The annual membership fee is $40, but 
many families can’t afford that.

Because of all the generous donations 
throughout the year, however, no child 
is left behind.

This is my first-ever marathon, and I 
couldn’t ask for a better organization to 
represent. I’m so happy to give back and 
make a difference in kids’ lives.

The BGCL Boston Marathon team’s total 
fundraising goal is $30,000 to benefit 
critical programs focusing on academic 
success, healthy lifestyles, and community 
involvement for more than 4,400 youth 
members.

To donate to Dean and Katie, 
visit https://www.crowdrise.com/
lawrenceboysandgirlsclubboston2017.

Dean Murphy is running his 14th Boston 
Marathon and second for BGCL in 2017.



Save the Date: Our major fundraisers
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For reservations and information, contact  
Sarah Hogue at 978-683-2747, ext. 128 or shogue@lawrencebgc.com.

136 Water Street 
Lawrence, MA 01841

The third annual Take Action Walkathon 
on October 16 was our biggest success to 
date, thanks to the support of individuals 
and businesses dedicated to making a 
difference in children’s lives. Nearly 200 
club kids, their parents, alumni, staff, and 
volunteers raised more than $34,000 while 
enjoying a scenic, two-mile walk along the 
Merrimack River followed by live music, 
face-painting, and other family activities.

Supported by:

The Auction – Ancient Greece  
Saturday, April 1, 2017 at 5:30 p.m. 

   38th Annual Golf Tournament 
Monday, June 19, 2017 

 
Enjoy a day of golf at Indian Ridge  

Country Club in Andover. 
 

Morning and afternoon start 
times are available. Golfers are treated 

to a fun day featuring great food, 
camaraderie, gifts, prizes, and raffles.

 
We are seeking sponsors at all levels.

Bread Loaf Writing Conference 
March 25 

The Auction - Ancient Greece 
April 1 

Talent Recital 
April 22 

Career Day 
May 17 

Golf Tournament 
June 19 

Graduation Party 
June 22

Coming 
Events

Join us at DiBurro’s in Haverhill for live 
& silent auctions, cocktails, and dinner. 

 
If you can help with a donation of 
tickets, gift certificates, jewelry, 

electronics, home goods, and more,
      please contact us.

The Auction is the 
premier social event 

north of Boston.
Don’t miss out! 


