
Impact
News from the Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence  “All the News That Fits We Print” Winter 2018

Giving back: Alumnae taking a turn at changing kids’ lives
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Alumna Ashley Gonzalez (left) is education and art director at the Boys & Girls Club of Greater Salem, while Briyith Betances (right, 
teaching do-it-yourself face masks at her Beauty Bar workshop) is an intake specialist at the Boys & Girls Club of Fitchburg and Leominster.

During the 11 years she was a 
youth member of the Boys & Girls 
Club of Lawrence, 2013 Youth of 
the Year Briyith Betances danced 
in competitions, participated in 
cheerleading and Girl Scouts and 
performed community service as a 
Torch Club member and Keystone 
Club president. She was a junior 
staff member and taught dance until 
graduating from Central Catholic High 
School on the Montagne Scholarship.

While attending Fitchburg State 
University, Briyith volunteered at 
the Boys & Girls Club of Fitchburg 
and Leominster, splitting her time 
as an intake specialist and activities 
coordinator teaching Spanish, 
cheerleading, dance and make-your-
own beauty products.

“I love making a difference in a kid’s 
life, just like the staff did for me,” says 
Briyith, who was hired at the club 
after earning her bachelor’s degree in 

communications last year. “Now I get 
to do my part to put kids on the path to 
their own great futures.”

Briyith is one of several BGCL 
alumni who are giving back for the 
support they received by volunteering 
or working at Boys & Girls Clubs 
throughout the region.

Angelica Little, who graduated from 
Central Catholic in 2012, joined the 
Shane Victorino Nicetown Boys & 
Girls Club in Philadelphia as literacy 
supervisor last February.

Angelica learned of the position while 
writing her senior capstone project 
for Cabrini University about the joint 
efforts by the city of Philadelphia, Tree 
House Books and the Boys & Girls 
Clubs of Philadelphia to improve fourth 
grade literacy. 

“There are varying differences between 
BGCL and this club, but I still enjoy 
it just as much,” says Angelica. “I’m 
fortunate that things just happened to 
fall into place.”

Ashley Gonzalez also made the most 
of her time as a club kid, participating 
in dance, the Keystone Club and all the 
activities offered during the Explore, 

Learn and Thrive summer program.

“I loved going to the club, and I still do,” 
says Ashley, who considers BGCL to be 
her second home. “I had a lot of fun, 
but it was the staff that motivated me 
to be the best I could be. If it wasn’t for 
them, I wouldn’t be where I am today.”

Since graduating from Greater 
Lawrence Technical School in 2016, 
Ashley has returned to BGCL as a 
volunteer mentor and summertime 
brain game leader, writing leader for A 
Slice of Bread Loaf and co-founder of a 
reading leadership club for girls.

Now a sophomore majoring in 
education and psychology at Salem 
State University, Ashley was recently 
promoted to education and art director 
at the Boys & Girls Club of Greater 
Salem.

“I love working with kids and feeling 
like I’m making an impact,” says Ashley, 
who aspires to be a special education 
teacher. “It’s what I want to do forever.”
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Dear Friends: 
 
For more than 30 years, our youth members 
have benefited from homework tutoring by 
Brooks School students, whose dedication 
to working hard in school mirrors our own 
philosophy that academics come first. This 
enduring partnership is the result of one 
remarkable woman, Maureen Perkins, whose 
passing on January 13, 2018 will long be 
mourned by all who knew her.

Maureen was a longtime teacher and faculty 
member emerita at Brooks who got involved 
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In tribute: Remembering Maureen Perkins 

with the club as head of the Brooks School Community Service program. Each week, 
she brought Brooks students to the “old” Lawrence Boy’s Club to help youth members 
with their homework. Our kids would then go to the computer room at Brooks, where 
Maureen would guide them in selecting a newsletter theme, writing articles and 
drawing pictures. Each child returned to the club with their own printed copy, plus 
extras to proudly share with other club kids and staff members.

Maureen will also be remembered for her admirable social justice activism. At Jackson 
College, where she studied French, she stood against racial discrimination in the Greek 
system and joined the independent, inclusive sorority Alethea. Over the years, she 
attended rallies and took elected officials to task through social media for policies she 
deemed harmful to the less fortunate. 

Maureen lived the values she taught every day, making her an easy choice for the 2007 
Jeannie Melucci Award for going above and beyond in service to our kids and club. Her 
legendary selflessness was also recognized by the YWCA of Greater Lawrence which 
awarded her its 2012 Tribute to Women for her 45-year legacy of service in the region.

Through Maureen’s influence, the club’s relationship with Brooks remains strong to this 
day. We are also grateful that she passed her love of BGCL to her family. As interim 
director of the Brooks School Community Service program, her daughter, Leigh, 
continues her mother’s legacy of bringing student tutors – including her son, Jake – 
to the club to volunteer. In addition, Leigh’s daughter, Samantha, ran a Groundwork 
Lawrence program here two summers ago.

It is a rare and special occurrence to work with three generations from one family, but 
then again, Maureen was a rare and special individual. While we will always miss this 
irreplaceable member of our BGCL family, it is a comfort that her legacy will live on in 
future generations of club kids inspired by her singular example of service. 

Gratefully,  

Markus Fischer

Maureen Perkins with her family in 2007
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In her own words... 
 
All kids should come to the 
club! You make a lot of friends 
at the activities. After a while, 
it feels like where you live.

My favorite things to do are 
arts & crafts, Girl Lab! and 
especially dance. I know a 
thousand dances! I even learn the 
big-kid dances by watching when it’s 
their turn and copying them.

For my birthday this year, I asked for donations to the club 
instead of presents so the Dance Academy can buy new 
costumes to wear at the talent showcase, competitions, 
festivals and nursing homes. We have some costumes, but 
they get dirty and then we have to wear all black. That looks 
plain in my opinion, although we do add glitter and bows.

I was so happy we raised $1,410. New costumes will make 
us shine!

~ Kayla M., Class of 2025

Yankuel C. was cleaning the cafeteria recently when a boy 
rushed in looking for supper, which is served each night to 
more than 300 youth members.

“He looked sad and said there wasn’t enough food at home, 
so I gave him my plate,” recalls Yankuel, who volunteers 
with the supper program as secretary of the Keystone Club. 
“I make giving back a priority because the club has given so 
much to me.”

In addition to his own experiences with food insecurity, 

Emerging Leaders: Yankuel C. named Youth of the Year

Youth member Elvin R., who joined the Marist Mentor program 
as a third grader, credits his ongoing mentorship from Anya 
Housianitis with his improvements in school and confidence, his 
acceptance last year at Central Catholic High School and now his 
own commitment to give back as a Marist Mentor.

“My life was definitely changed for the better,” says Elvin, who 
calls Anya, a program co-founder, his best friend. “I now see a 
world of opportunities I never knew was possible for me.”

In recognition of the hundreds of club kids who have similarly 
benefited since the program’s inception in 2010, BGCL has 
recognized the Marist Mentor program with its 2018 Paul W. 
Cronin Volunteer Service Award. The ceremony took place at 
the club’s annual dinner for mentors and their youth protégés in 
recognition of January as National Mentoring Month.

Yankuel has overcome challenges of learning English as 
a second language, caring for his two little sisters at a 
young age and resisting peer pressure. His determination to 
succeed earned a Montagne Scholarship through the club to 
attend Central Catholic High School, where he is in his senior 
year, and being named the 2018 BGCL Youth of the Year.

Established in 1947, Youth of the Year is the Boys & Girls 
Club of America’s premier recognition program for high 
school club members, promoting values of leadership and 
service, academic excellence and healthy lifestyles. 

BGCL Executive Director Markus Fischer says the difficulty in 
selecting the Youth of the Year reflects positively on the club 
and the “quality of kids in Lawrence as a whole.”  

“By working hard and staying focused,” Markus notes, “our 
kids can achieve anything.”

Paul Cronin Award: CCHS Marist Mentors

Elvin R. with his mentor, Anya Housianitis

Youth of the Year Yankuel C. is congratulated by Program 
Services Director Manny Ayala



Education center: Reading to a ‘dog’
Youth members have long enjoyed reading with the club’s 
dedicated teen and adult volunteers. Recently, another guest 
has been enjoying special attention in the education center: 
Sam the “dog.”

Eight-year-old Dionaylin G. insisted on being the first youth 
member to read to Sam, the stuffed companion of volunteer 
Ann Gibbs.

“I love reading to Sam!” says the first grader, who comes to the 
education center every day to do her homework. “He’s so soft 
and so cute and so fun to read to. I really like him!”
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Around the club: Inspiring college-bound students

Left to right: The annual Thanksgiving dinner, prepared by the Exchange Club of Lawrence at DiBurro’s Function Facility in 
Haverhill, was served by volunteers to 450 youth members. At the Christmas party, Santa Claus distributed donated toys and gift 
cards to 700 youth members. In addition, groups of longtime volunteers served dinner donated by the 99 Restaurants of Andover 
and North Andover, which had raised nearly $6,800 for BGCL during Boys & Girls Club Fundraising Month in October.

Cambridge College was one of 24 presenters at the college fair.

Sam the “dog” demonstrates good listening skills.

 
Nearly 100 students attended the club’s 11th annual 
college fair last October. Student groups came from 
Central Catholic High School, Lawrence High School, 
Methuen High School, Movement City Youth Network and 
Boys & Girls Clubs in Chelsea, Nashua and Salem, N.H.

Thank you to our representatives from colleges and 
universities including Cambridge College, Fitchburg 
State University, Lesley University, Merrimack College, 
Northeastern University, Providence College, Regis 
College, Salem State University, UMass Dartmouth, 
UMass Lowell and University of New Hampshire.
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Team spirit was on full display by the Lawrence River Sharks swim team at the 
2018 New England Boys & Girls Club Sectionals, which took place in January 
at the Boys & Girls Club of Worcester.

In addition to being named runner-up in Division II, the River Sharks 
claimed first place in the boy’s 11-12 and 13-14 age groups. Even more 
impressively, our swimmers earned the coveted Team Spirit Award!

“The whole team was terrific this year, and the continued dedication of our 
River Sharks has been an inspiration to everyone at the club,” says BGCL 
Aquatics Director Scott Lucid. “They’re a great group of kids who really care 
about what they do.”

Healthy Lifestyles: Hard work pays off for River Sharks swim team

Join us in welcoming Gus Cruz, who was recently appointed as Assistant 
Director of the Beacon Unit.

Gus earned dual bachelor’s degrees in psychology and sociology from 
the University of Connecticut, which he attended on a full football 
scholarship. Prior to joining the club in this role, he was a youth 
counselor, child protective services worker and elementary school 
paraprofessional. In college, he worked with youth sports organizations 
and was a founding member of Collective Uplift, which mentors 
underclass ethnic minorities to facilitate supportive relationships on 
campus.

At the Beacon Unit, Gus helps oversee programs promoting academic 
success, healthy lifestyles, leadership development and community 
involvement. While the fun aspect of the activities hooks the kids, 
expectations for their behavior and future success are high.

“Coaching and working with young minds is what drives me,” says Gus, 
who seeks to inspire club kids with his own dedication to academics 
at Kimball Union Academy prior to his achievements as a collegiate 
student-athlete. “It’s a matter of helping our kids discover a talent they 
never knew they had, develop a passion for it and then take pride in the 
process of setting and achieving high goals around it. When you look 
back, you don’t want to see yourself in the pages of the woulda, coulda, 
shoulda book. The best way I know to avoid regret is through hard work.”

Welcome new staff member: Gus Cruz is Assistant Director at Beacon Unit

Gus Cruz, Assistant Director of the Beacon Unit

Sean H. and Lucca S. 
River Sharks David S., Savannah F., Billy J., Franklin T., Andrew K. and Elvin R.

Luana S. and Sofia P.



Alumni
 
‘16  Rosa Reynoso, 2016 BGCL Youth 
of the Year, is studying in Morocco 
through Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute where she is an industrial 
engineering major.

‘05  Jennifer (Brenes) Sobalvarro, 
2005 BGCL and Massachusetts Youth 
of the Year, is an Usborne Books and 
More consultant on Facebook: @
JenniferUsborneBook.

‘03  Jadi Taveras is the new head of 
school at Esperanza Academy.

‘97  Brenda Santiago is an office 
management specialist for the 
Economic Section at the U.S. Embassy 
in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

‘73  Wayne Walworth, owner of 
Wain’s Irrigation in Methuen, died on 
January 12, 2018. Wayne generously 
donated, installed and maintained the 
club’s sprinkler system.
Alumni Notes:  If you have news to share, 
email shogue@lawrencebgc.com. Stay in 
touch by registering as an alum at www.
lawrencebgc.com.
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Notes...

Alumni Hall of Fame: Inducting Steve Kelley and Natasha Ballou

BGCL Associate Director Steve Kelley 
and Natasha Ballou, a vice president at 
J.P. Morgan Corporate & Investment 
Bank, were recently inducted into the 
BGCL Alumni Hall of Fame.

Natasha is only the second female 
inductee at the club, which began 
serving girls in 1990.

The Alumni Hall of Fame was 
established to honor the personal and 
professional achievements of some 
of the club’s notable alumni. This 
recognition inspires youth members 
who are striving to make their own 
mark in the community and beyond.

“For our kids, the names on the Alumni 
Hall of Fame wall signify that the way 
to a better life is through hard work,” 
says BGCL Executive Director Markus 
Fischer. “Such positive role models 
are critically important, and we are 
fortunate to have so many representing 
the best of what the Boys & Girls Club 
of Lawrence stands for.”

Five local residents have been elected 
to the BGCL Board of Directors: 
James D’Angelo, David Gilkie, Ronald 
Hill, Gustavo Resendiz and Anthony 
Almanzar.

Board members serve as the club’s 
governing body, providing critical 
guidance and oversight.

James, principal of D’Angelo 
Engineering & Development, 
provides civil engineering, real estate 
development and expert witness 
services. He formerly served as 
president of the board and Facilities 
Committee and as a member of the 
Development Committee.

David is senior vice president of 
leasing and advisory services at 
NAI Hunneman. A member of the 
Development Committee, he also 
supports the annual auction and 
walkathon.

Ronald, a financial advisor with 
more than 30 years of experience, 
performs extensive community service 
throughout the Merrimack Valley.

Gustavo is general counsel and chief 
compliance officer at New Generation 

Advisors LLC. He performs pro bono 
legal services and volunteer work for a 
variety of nonprofit organizations.

Anthony is a certified public accountant 
and an audit senior at Deloitte & 
Touche LLP. A club alumnus, his 
volunteer service includes mentoring 
high school and college students.

In addition, Michael B. Feinman Esq., 
principal of Feinman Law Offices, has 
begun serving the second of a two-year 
term as board president.

Leadership: Welcoming five new board members

BGCL Associate Director Steve Kelley and   
J.P. Morgan Vice President Natasha Ballou

Board President Michael Feinman, Esq. 
with board members David Gilkie, Anthony 
Almanzar and Gustavo Resendiz.

Steve became a club kid at age 10 and 
never left. A beloved basketball coach 
and father figure, he recently celebrated 
his 51st year as an employee of “Kelley’s 
Club” named in his honor in 2000. 

Natasha also joined BGCL at age 10, 
when her working parents needed a 
safe place for her to stay after school. 
Natasha, who earned Girl of the Year 
honors, credits her early leadership 
experiences through the Keystone Club 
with developing her entrepreneurial 
spirit.

Natasha closed the ceremony with a 
special message for club donors.

“Understand that you are changing lives 
in this community for the better,” she 
said. “I hope that you will continue to 
impact lives the way you have ours.”
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We are pleased to introduce our 2018 
Boston Marathon team of Michael Allen 
and Lawrence Police Detective Dean 
Murphy. The two guaranteed entries 
were awarded as part of John Hancock’s 
Non-Profit Marathon Program.

Michael Allen

On April 16, I will lace up my shoes to 
run my second Boston Marathon. This 
time, I have the honor of representing 
BGCL in an effort to support its 
programming that impacts the lives of 
more than 4,000 youth members.

Over the past year, I spent a lot of time 
considering whether to run again – and 
I was intent on doing so only for a cause 
that is near and dear to me. Having seen 
firsthand the vital work and support that 
the club provides on a daily basis, the 
decision to run on its behalf was easy.

The club’s goal is to help as many 
children as possible to break the cycle 
of poverty by giving them access to 
essential educational opportunities 
and directing them to recreational and 
character development programs.

The club receives minimal state funding, 
and it cannot survive without generous 
contributions from individuals like you.

Paying It Forward: Running for BGCL in 2018 Boston Marathon 

 Will     
You?

Include 
the Boys & Girls Club of 

Lawrence 

in your will or estate plan 
to forever be part of the 

club’s legacy of doing good 
for the kids of Lawrence.

For information about 
becoming a Heritage Club 

member, contact 
Andrea Nahigian at 

anahigian@lawrencebgc.com. Dean Murphy’s 15th Boston Marathon is 
being sponsored by Cambridge College.

Thank you for your support, which will 
inspire me every step of the way!

Dean Murphy

This is a milestone year, as it’s my 15th 
consecutive Boston Marathon. It will 
also be my third straight representing 
BGCL. The last two years have been 
quite successful, and I’ve been able to 
raise a total of $26,000. It is once again 
my goal to raise as much as possible, 
and with your support, make this my 
most successful year yet.

There are several reasons why I’ve 
chosen to represent the club on 
Marathon Monday. All one needs to do 
is walk through its doors to see there is 
happiness, hope and also great potential 
among the city’s youth. That energy, 
the result of the staff ’s tireless efforts, is 
motivating and inspirational.

Seeing the excitement, as well as the 
look of accomplishment on the faces 
of so many children, leaves you with a 
good feeling. Lawrence isn’t a crime-
filled, dead-end city, as it is often 
depicted to be. By raising money for the 
club, I’m doing my small part in helping 
to ensure that this remains the case.

Also, as a police officer in the city, I feel 
very strongly about being a role model. 
Helping the residents of Lawrence is my 
job, but I want to go the extra step and 
show the youth at the club that I choose 
to put in all the training hours and long 
(sometimes painful) runs because they 
deserve that commitment.

Lastly, it sets an example that hard work 
pays off. If you put your mind to it and 
stay determined, you can accomplish 
anything you want. 

The BGCL Boston Marathon team’s 
total fundraising goal is $26,000. To 
donate to Michael and Dean, visit                    
http://bit.ly/2zICHCn.

Michael Allen is gearing up to run his 
second Boston Marathon.



Save the Date: Our major fundraisers
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For reservations and information, contact  
Sarah Hogue at 978-683-2747, ext. 128 or shogue@lawrencebgc.com.

136 Water Street 
Lawrence, MA 01841

The 4th annual Take Action Walkathon 
raised a record $35,000 thanks to all 
those dedicated to making a difference in 
children’s lives. More than 200 club kids, 
their parents, alumni, staff and volunteers 
enjoyed a scenic, two-mile walk along the 
Merrimack River followed by music, face-
painting, games and other family activities. 
Help us make the 5th annual event on 
October 14 our most successful to date!

Supported by:

The Auction – Rat Pack  
Saturday, April 7, 2018 at 5:30 p.m. 

   39th Annual Golf Tournament 
Monday, June 18, 2018 

 
Enjoy a day of golf at Indian Ridge  

Country Club in Andover. 
 

Morning and afternoon start 
times are available. Golfers are treated 

to a fun day featuring great food, 
camaraderie, gifts, prizes and raffles.

 
We are seeking sponsors at all levels.

Bread Loaf Writing Conference 
March 24 

The Auction – Rat Pack theme 
April 7 

Talent Showcase 
April 28 

Career Night 
May 16 

Golf Tournament 
June 18 

Graduation Party 
June 21

Coming 
Events

Join us at DiBurro’s in Haverhill for live 
& silent auctions, cocktails and dinner. 

 
If you can help with a donation of 
tickets, gift certificates, jewelry, 

electronics, home goods and more,
      please contact us.

The Auction is the 
premier social event 

north of Boston.
Don’t miss out! 


