
Jose Rivera Joins Bucknell’s “Posse” 

G enerally, if you say posse to a kid in Lawrence, people run for cover. 
Most posses refer to gangs and that’s the last thing we want our kids 
to get involved in. For Jose Rivera, however, the Posse he has joined 

may have helped him make a dream into a reality! 
 
 

Just over a year ago, Jose believed college was only a dream.  “Only rich kids 
can afford college and my family could never afford to send me even to a state 
school.  When I graduate from Central, I’m going into the Army where I can 
earn the money to be able to afford my education,” he told the staff.  Jose was, 
and is, an excellent student, usually receiving GPA’s of 3.5 or better – with 3.8 
or 3.9 the norm.  “Believe in yourself and believe that all your hard work will 
eventually pay off” was the advice the staff gave him. At the beginning of his 
junior year, Jose made his decision to join the Army. His recruiter was thrilled 
to get such an outstanding student and he finally had Jose sign his induction 
papers. Jose felt his life was out of control and after much pressure, he finally 
gave in.  But as Jose put it, “Sometimes destiny has a way of imposing its will 
on you. I flunked my physical because of a chronic knee problem I’ve had. It 
turned out to be good fortune winning out over good intentions.” That is the 
understatement of the year, Jose! 
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   Markus’ Message 
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Making a Difference 

Maureen Perkins 
Over the past 20 years, Mrs. Maureen 
Perkins has run the Brooks Community 
Service Program, making it bigger and 
better each year. Over the past 20 years 
she has provided the Club with more 
than 900 Brooks students, volunteering 
here at the Club. Over the past 20 years 
these students have assisted the mem-
bers with homework, prep school appli-
cations and other special projects as 
needed. She also is responsible for sev-
eral other special programs for our 
members: the Club newspaper, various 
sports events and last year’s squash 
clinic, to name a few. 
 

Mrs. Perkins has worked with us and 
demonstrated a level of caring and self-
lessness seldom seen today. She pos-
sesses a deep sense of community ser-
vice, commitment and a most sincere 
love of the Club’s members.  
 

On November 21, 2007, at our Thanks-
giving Dinner, we honored this excep-
tional  woman who has tirelessly pro-
vided outstanding support for our mem-
bers while showing her Brooks students 
how to use their considerable skills to 
help others.  

 

N ew years always begin with great hope.  Things will be 
different in the future.   
 

Here at the Boys & Girls Club we are always looking towards the 
future - the future of our young people.  Many folks think that the 
Club is a great place to shoot hoops, take a swim, dance, work 
out or play some pool.  It is.  But a lot more is going on than 
meets the eye. 
 
This issue of IMPACTO documents just one of the many pro-
grams that prepare our kids for life beyond the Clubhouse doors. 
It’s called Planning for the Future and, in fact, that is really what 
our Club is all about.   
 
First, we want to ensure that our kids have a future to plan for.  
So we offer workshops that help them fight the lure of gangs and 
teach them how to solve conflict in constructive ways. We teach 
them principals of healthy living so they won’t be as vulnerable to 
the ravages of diabetes and other diseases that plague the La-
tino community. We teach them how to swim and be safe around 
water and how to avoid teen pregnancy. 
 
Many of our kids have hidden talents.  We give them an opportu-
nity to tap into them through sessions in music, art, dance and 
science.  Not only do these activities grow self-confidence, but 
they also may lead to lifelong interests, perhaps even careers.  
 
Lastly, we strongly support academic achievement, realizing full 
well that this is the cornerstone of our children’s future success.  
The Club’s educational programming reaches every member  
offering a wide range of activities from homework help to college 
application support. 
 
All the while, we never stop encouraging, counseling, cheerlead-
ing, rapping, advising and - above all - listening.   That’s the best 
way we know to ensure a great future for our kids. And it works. 
 
We wish you a great future as well - both in the coming year and 
beyond.  And we look forward to your continued support for all 
our endeavors. 
 
Enthusiastically, 
 

Markus Fischer 

New Year - New Beginnings 

Maureen Perkins, (center) surrounded by 
her family, was the winner of the  2007 

Jeannie Melucci Award 



 
Enter Mary Kelleher, an academic consult-
ant to so many of our members, who has 
been preaching the values of the Posse 
Foundation for the past five years.  She 
spoke to our seniors at a meeting in Sep-
tember and talked to them about the Posse 
Foundation. Jose liked what he heard and 
made the commitment. Each year, a couple 
of members would go to the almost weekly 
meetings in Boston where they would be 
evaluated by the trained Posse staff who 
would start to weed out candidates.  1100 
candidates made the initial meeting this 
year but only 10 would be chosen – less 
than a 1% chance at the scholarships.  The 
group started to whittle itself down – until 
there were only 50 finalists.  Each week the 

butterflies grew in Jose’s stom-
ach as good candidates fell by 
the wayside, but each week he 
saw hope that he just might be 
able to reach that elusive 
dream of college.  On his way 
home from his final interview, 
Jose had no idea if he had suc-
ceeded.  Suddenly his cell 
phone rang.  Bucknell Univer-
sity saw something special in 
this young man from Lawrence 
– his determination, his spirit, 

his leadership, his ability to work as a team member and his potential 
as a student. He was about to become a Posse member - The Buck-
nell University Posse! He received a full scholarship to one of the top 
universities in the country. 
 
“Attending  Bucknell University as a Posse 
Scholar will be a life altering experience for 
Jose  and is an incredible achievement for 
him,” said Mrs. Kelleher. “He will have a 32 
- week preparation program during which 
he will get to know his fellow Posse Schol-
ars. As an education professional I can 
vouch for the fact that Posse is considered 
one of the most successful programs at 
educating future community leaders and at 
promoting cross-cultural integration on col-
lege campuses.”   
 
As for Rivera, he just keeps repeating to 
himself, “I just can’t get over how lucky I 
am to have met these people and how for-
tunate I am to be able to go to college!” 

Rivera First BGCL Member to Win Posse 
About the Posse 

Foundation… 
The Posse Foundation identifies, re-
cruits and trains student leaders from  
high schools to form multicultural 
teams called “Posses.” These teams 
are then prepared for enrollment at 
top-tier universities nationwide to pur-
sue their academics and to help pro-
mote cross-cultural communication on 
campus. The concept of a Posse 
works for both students and college 
campuses, and is rooted in the belief 
that a small, diverse group of talented 
students - a Posse - carefully se-
lected and trained, can serve as a 
catalyst for increased individual and 
community development. As the 
United States becomes an increas-
ingly multicultural society, Posse be-
lieves that the leaders of this new 
century should reflect the country’s 
rich demographic mix. Posse also be-
lieves that the future for our nation 
rests on the ability of strong leaders 
from diverse backgrounds to develop 
solutions to complex social problems 
that haunt our nation. One of the pri-
mary aims of the Posse Program is to 
train these leaders of tomorrow.  
 

Posse identifies its primary selection 
criteria as leadership talent, ability to 
work in a team with people from di-
verse backgrounds, and desire to 
succeed. The Posse Foundation iden-
tifies exceptional students who might 
be missed by traditional college ad-
missions processes and taps into the 
often unseen qualities of high school 
students using non-traditional forums 
to evaluate students. Together, the 
university administration and The 
Posse Foundation agree on ten 
Posse Scholars for the next entering 
class. Selected scholars are awarded 
four-year leadership scholarships by 
the university. There are six colleges 
& universities associated with Posse 
in the Boston area: Bryn Mawr, Buck-
nell, Centre, Denison, Hamilton and 
Union. 

Jose preparing supper 
with his Keystoners 

Co-captain of the high school basketball team 
at the Club, Jose takes leadership seriously 

 

Jose at our  
Halloween Party - 2007 



Christmas Party 
Due to the extraordinary generosity of so many people, Santa 
made his annual trip to the Boys & Girls Club’s Christmas party 
and nearly 700 members received at least one gift Santa. Thanks 
to Wallison Santos and Sheila Lynch of the 99 Restaurants of No. 
Andover and Andover who supplied Christmas dinner of chicken 
fingers and pasta shells, with festive holiday cookies for dessert, 
our members had a feast unlike any other. Our thanks go out to 
all the individuals and companies who contributed gifts for our 
members - too many to name in this short article. With the need 
so great this year, a community really came together to make 
sure that those less fortunate could celebrate the holiday season. 

Seasonal Celebrations - BGCL Style 
Halloween Carnival and Dance 

Over 500 members and staff of the Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence 
celebrated our first annual Halloween Carnival and Dance at the 
new Club. With the help of the Merrimack College Basketball 
Team and the Keystone Club, our Club members enjoyed over 25 
games to win prizes. Volunteers from Central Catholic and Brooks 
School helped members complete their costumes with face paint-
ing for the highlight of the evening - the Costume Judging Contest. 
Trophies were awarded to the top three costumes in each age 
group and an overall winner was selected. On the Saturday before 
Halloween, the Club sponsored a Costume Dance at the Club with 
over 450 members attending. The Halloween Carnival was again 
generously sponsored by the Richard D. Kimball Co. of Andover. 

Thanksgiving Dinner 
With the help of Patrick DiBurro, who so generously donated the use of his kitchen fa-
cilities at DiBurro’s Restaurant and Function Center, and Fred Shaheen and his crew 
from Shaheen Brothers Food Services, who helped with the cooking, over 600 mem-
bers of the Club came together to give thanks for a great year and enjoy a traditional 
Thanksgiving dinner of turkey, mashed potatoes, corn, rolls and ice cream sundaes for 
dessert. The men and women of the Exchange Club of Lawrence, members of the 
Board of Directors,  the students of the Triton School Leaders Club and many volun-
teers helped set up and serve the dinner that was highlighted by the honoring of Mau-
reen Perkins as the winner of the 2007 Jeannie Melucci Award for her outstanding 
work over the past 20 years as director of the volunteer program at Brooks School. 

Trip to the Boston Pops 
Thanks to the generosity of Bank of America, 50 members of the Club 
spent an amazing evening in Boston culminating with a Holiday Con-
cert by the Boston Pops. The evening began with a five-course dinner 
at the elegant Copley Plaza Hotel, visits from Curious George and 
Santa, and musical fun with a five piece band that entertained with 
Christmas music throughout the dinner. Each member of the Keystone 
Club, the Torch Club, the Girls 8th Grade Basketball Team and spe-
cially selected members of the Beacon Boys & Girls Club received a 
gift bag from Santa (through Bank of America) and enjoyed an incredi-
ble concert by the Pops. The evening was an memorable success for 
all our members, some of whom were in Boston for the first time!    

Costume judging highlighted the night 
for our members! 

Members together outside Symphony Hall 

Thanksgiving Feast! 

“Santa” never lets us down! 



High Schoolers are “Planning for the Future” 
 T hink back to when you were a high 

schooler. There were so many deci-
sions to make about your values, 

your life and your future. Fortunately, for 
most of us, we had family to help with some 
of the most critical choices we faced. But for 
many of the kids of the Boys & Girls Club of 
Lawrence, there are no parents who can 
help them sort out the myriad of decisions to 
be made and applications that must be 
done. For those kids, their second family, 
the Club, must assume the role of parents 
and help them with the tough decisions that 
will affect the rest of their lives.  
 

Thanks to Putnam Investments and the 
Amelia Peabody Foundation, the Club has 
been running a special college/career pre-
paratory program called Planning for the Future (PFF) targeting our teens at this critical time. This is a multi-
faceted program that provides our members with college, career and life information that will help to make 
these decisions easier. Headed by Kersten Theberge, our assistant Director of Education, this program tar-
gets our high school-aged members, who are dealing with decisions about, post-secondary education, career 
paths and job search.  
 

Because this is a comprehensive program, we feel it is important for youth to understand their own value sys-
tems and clarify their personal goals before they can make informed decisions about their futures. Each 
youth participating in the program attended a series of values clarification workshops conducted by the Direc-
tor of Educational Programming, Raisa Velez.  Raisa focuses on character development in the areas of trust-
worthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness, caring, citizenship, diligence, integrity, honesty and courage. 
 

Jim Desrosiers, a goal setting and time management expert, is handling the goals and goal-setting aspect of 
the program. Jim’s Young People's Guide to Goal Setting workbook mixes motivation with real world training 
and development and provides our members with individual programs and coaching that assist them with 

planning for their ideal jobs or for college. Jim is a master at helping 
kids move from wherever they are currently to next levels and, ulti-
mately, to extraordinary success. 
 
After completing the values and goal-setting workshops, members 
are encouraged to explore post-secondary school educational oppor-
tunities that will support their goals. BGCL staff is available to help 
with college applications, accompany kids on visits to area college 
campuses, secure reference letters and assist with applications for 
financial aid. Few parents have a college degree, and most do not 
encourage their children to seek higher education, especially our 
girls. Consequently, many of our kids grow up feeling that college is  
beyond their grasp. In Planning for the Future, we eliminate that feel-
ing with alumni speaking to our kids and staff giving them the tools to 
succeed. 
 

With all the hours spent at workshops and activities, it is important that the members are rewarded with 
something besides “a plan” for their future - although that is the ultimate goal. Planning for the Future pro-
vides that with summer internships at various companies for members who fully engage themselves in this 
far-reaching program. Members are also rewarded on a monthly basis with social activities, special trips to 
both colleges and businesses and other events that bring the group together.  

Club alum, Danny Vazquez, a sophomore 
at Northeastern University, talks with mem-

bers at the College Fair 

One of many workshops offered by the Planning for the Future 
team to support our members plans for reaching their potential 



Something for Everyone… 
With a Lot of Help from Good Friends! 

“We  want every child who walks through 
our doors to find some activity in which 
they can excel,” BGCL executive direc-

tor Markus Fischer stated in 2005.  Since then, the Club 
has seen a virtual explosion of programming riches in mu-
sic, education, athletics, swimming, dance, teen activities, 
digital arts, fitness and health—all designed with that 
thought in mind.. Much of this would not be possible with-
out funding support from private and corporate foundations 
and municipal sources. During the fall and early winter of 
last year these grants pumped thousands of dollars of criti-
cal revenue into our programs, enabling us to offer a virtual 
rainbow of activities to the growing number of youngsters 
we see each day. 
  
Last fall Comcast Foundation, one of the Club’s staunchest 
supporters, made a three-year $60,000 commitment to our Learning Center that serves an average of 140 
youngsters daily.  Proctor and Gamble Foundation, a new BGCL supporter, also awarded a substantial grant 

to the Center. Both of these gifts will do a lot more than keep our 
kids in pencils and pens.  They will provide volunteer tutors, edu-
cational materials of all kinds, new computers and incentive gifts 
to keep our youngsters motivated and help them develop critical 
study habits that will last throughout their academic years. 
 
The Club’s highly acclaimed Academic Basketball program also 
got a boost last fall with a grant from TD Banknorth.  This funding 
will help defray some of the coaching and referee expenses asso-
ciated with this wildly popular offering. Thanks to the generosity of 
Joni Hatem and her committee, the Bob Hatem Memorial Golf 
Tournament raised $12,000 in September, to keep the Girls ABA 
going this summer. Bob was the Andover High JV Basketball 
coach for years and worked with BGCL Hall of Fame legend, 
Dave Fazio. We are so thankful to Joni for keeping the girls’ 
dreams alive. 

 
But not every kid plays basketball. For those who find the alternative in drumming, dance, chorus or making 
music on guitar or keyboard, grants from The Lawrence Cultural Council for our music program and Citizens 
Bank for dance ensure that these offerings continue to flour-
ish.  And for youngsters interested in mastering the digital 
arts, we began a series of movie-making workshops sup-
ported by a grant from Verizon Foundation. 
 

As for our teens, the good times continue to roll with help from 
the Merrimack Valley General fund and a City of Lawrence 
community development block grant. Both have enabled us to 
attract more than 60 high school-age kids daily to the Club’s 
Teen Center.  
 

We are very grateful to each of these generous funders. Their 
grants have made it possible for every one of our members to 
find something he or she is passionate about pursuing at the 
Club.  And who knows where some of these passions may 
lead? 

The Learning Center is buzzing every afternoon with 
kids taking advantage of volunteer tutors to get their 

homework done. 

Joni Hatem and her committee present Bert 
Hammel, Merrimack College Basketball Coach, 
and Markus Fischer, BGCL Executive Director,  

with the check for Girls ABA. 

The performing arts have been flourishing at 
the BGCL. Here, some of our girls show off 

their talents at our annual Talent Show. 



1891 Club  
Our Most Prestigious Donor Society 

 

The 1891 Club is our most prestigious donor society and we thank our 2007 contributors.  To join the 1891 
Club or to learn more, please contact Kathy Boshar at 978.683.2747 x 118 or by email at:  

kboshar@lawrencebgc.com 
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Congratulations to Bert Hammel, the Head Basketball Coach of Merri-
mack College and the founder of the famed ABA Camp for the kids of 

Lawrence. Bert achieved his 400th career win at Merrimack on January 
22, 2008 with a victory over St. Anselms. Of equal importance, Bert 

has saved and enhanced thousands of lives here at the Club with his 
work at the award winning ABA Camp!  

 

O n November 15, 2007, history was made at 
the Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence. After 
116 illustrious years making a difference in 

the lives of our members, our first female member 
was inducted into the Hall of Fame, Raquel Nova. 
Raquel was joined by her brother, Radhames Nova, 
Bob Sheehan and Brian Mitchell.  
 
Ms. Nova, the Director of Education at the Club for 
the past three years and a graduate of the Tilton 
School and Clark University, was the first girl to go to 
Prep School from the Club. Raquel has come back 
to help those young members coming up behind her 
to reach their educational potential. Inducted along 
side her was her brother, Radhames Nova, the 1993 
Runner-up National Youth of the Year, a former 
Peace Corps volunteer (serving 21/2 years in South 
Africa) and the Club’s first Director of Development. 
Radhames helped make the “Campaign of Hope” a 
tremendous success by helping raise the money for the new Club. Also inducted was Brian Mitchell, the 
President and CEO of Polychromix. Brian is on the board of the Merrimack Valley Habitat for Humanity and a 
frequent guest speaker at MIT’s Sloan School of Business. Our final inductee was Bobby Sheehan, the 
owner of Sheehan’s Towing and Service Center in Methuen and South Lawrence. One of the first “Boys Club 
kids” to attend Central Catholic, Bobby has made a career of serving his community, working on several 
boards of directors, volunteering at the Club and serving on the Methuen School Committee. 

First Female Highlights 2007 Hall of Fame 

Our 2007 Inductees: (L to R) Brian Mitchell, Raquel 
Nova, Radhames Nova and Bobby Sheehan 


