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Milestone anniversary: ABA celebrates 35th year
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From the time he joined the Boys & 
Girls Club of Lawrence (BGCL) at 
age 8, 2015 BGCL Youth of the Year 
Yeraldo R. heard about the Academic 
Basketball Awareness (ABA) camp and 
wanted to be part of it. When he was 
finally old enough to play, the experi-
ence was more than he had hoped.

Each morning, campers participate 
in age-appropriate activities in edu-
cational enrichment, leadership, and 
interpersonal relationships with speak-
ers reinforcing the importance of good 
decision-making and other life skills. 
After lunch, campers head to the gym 
for on-court lessons in discipline, re-
spect, teamwork, and problem solving.

“I love ABA camp. It’s so much fun, 
but the week isn’t all about basketball,” 
says Yeraldo, who still treasures his two 
team championship watches featuring 
the ABA logo designed by a Club kid. 
“At the end of the day, not everyone is 
going to the pros but everyone needs 
life skills. That’s what they try to get us 
to understand, so we’re motivated to 
stay off the streets and succeed in life.”

This year, ABA celebrates its 35th anni-

versary under the helm of founder Bert 
Hammel, head men’s basketball coach at 
Merrimack College. Whereas ABA has 
been an overnight camp for boys in the 
past, renovations at the college require 
an extended day program this summer 
for both sessions: boys from July 20-24, 
and girls from July 27-30.

The camps, including meals, are free of 
charge after participants earn admission 
through excellence at school, BGCL, 
and within the community. Currently 
funded by William and Nanci Perocchi 
and the annual Ryan Bourque Invita-
tional Basketball Tournament, ABA 
has previously received support from 
Converse, the New Balance Foundation, 
and the Hatem Foundation. Merrimack 
donates the use of its facilities.

Bert, whose passion for basketball 
is rivaled only by his commitment 
to supporting underprivileged kids, 
established ABA during his first year at 
Merrimack in 1981. Since then, the pro-
gram has grown from 50 to 150 boys. 
The girls’ camp, which was introduced 
in 2007, draws 75 players.

During the first two years, Bert recalls 
sending half of the players home due 
to behavior issues. It didn’t take long, 
however, for participants to recognize it 
as a privilege and act accordingly.

Part of that is due to the commitment 
of the coaches, some of whom save 

vacation time all year so they can work 
at the camp – and then donate their 
paycheck back to BGCL. Several other 
coaches and teachers are alumni who 
serve as role models embodying the 
ABA family spirit that the camp leaders 
– including BGCL Operations Direc-
tor Billy Robertson, Associate Director 
Steve Kelley, and Education Director 
Karen Kravchuk – work hard to impart.

“I know the word ‘family’ is overused in 
society, but it’s the real deal here,” says 
Bert, noting that team members wear 
matching wristlets and compete for 
points through classwork, contests, and 
on-court effort. “I tell them, ‘You might 
not have it at home, but you certainly 
have it here. I get emotional because it 
means that much to me – and I think it 
means a lot to the kids, too.”

Bert is proud of the program’s longev-
ity, which culminates each year with 
an awards celebration and slide show 
of photographs documenting the kids’ 
accomplishments. “You really have to 
experience ABA for yourself, and when 
you do, you’ll fall in love with it,” he 
says. “Even after all these years, I can’t 
wait for it to begin all over again.”
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Dear Friends:
 
Spring has finally arrived here in Lawrence. Lawns are turning green, flowers 
are blooming, and trees are growing leaves. It is truly a beautiful sight to see 
hundreds of our youth members involved in outdoor activities on our Club field 
again. Without a doubt, our kids are greatly enjoying this change after being 
cooped up inside during the long winter.
While I usually use this space to inform you of the newest projects and develop-
ments here at the Club, I would like for once to devote this forum as a tribute 
to a very special person. Shirley Clark, our beloved administrative assistant for 
more than 47 years, passed away at age 79 on May 7, 2015.

Shirley’s personality and her actions are 
interwoven into the fabric that makes us 
the Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence. For 
decades, our staff and others who came 
in contact with her had the privilege of 
witnessing Shirley’s warm, upbeat, and 
always positive attitude. Not once during 
all her years did she complain about too 
much work, lack of resources, or any-
thing else.

She not only cared deeply for the kids our Club serves, but equally about our 
staff and their families. Shirley never failed to give an encouraging word to 
someone who needed a boost and never fogot anybody’s birthday. Coming to 
work in the morning, she would greet you with her contagious smile. Her self-
less personality and her willingness to help out whenever needed helped create 
the Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence family.  

Shirley retired in 2009, but stayed in close contact with us. Even during her 
battle with illness, she continued participating in various special events and    
remained interested in the newest developments. Over her many years of 
service, Shirley positively impacted the lives of so many youth members, staff 
members, and their families in small but significant ways. She made the Boys & 
Girls Club of Lawrence a better place. 

Our heartfelt condolences go out to Shirley’s family. She will continue to live in 
our hearts, and she will be missed more than words can express.

Sincerely,  

Markus Fischer
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In Memoriam: Honoring Shirley Clark
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Keystone Club officers attend national conference in Florida

Steven T. and Bethany M. represented their 
nonsmoking peers at BGCL at the 20th 
annual Kick Butts Day sponsored by the 
Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids at the 
Massachusetts State House on May 18.

The students, along with Jayleen R. and 
Jasmine W., are members of the BGCL 
Chapter of the 84 Movement, which unites 
and inspires kids statewide in the fight 
against Big Tobacco. The 84 represents the 
84 percent of Massachusetts youth who did 
not smoke when the movement began. That 
figure has now risen to 89 percent.

A total of 250 youth from the 84 Movement 
participated in the day of activism in Bos-
ton, encouraging peers to remain tobacco-
free and demanding that tobacco compa-
nies stop marketing their deadly, addictive 
products to them. Tobacco companies 
spend $8.8 billion a year to market tobacco 
products nationwide – $134.7 million in 
Massachusetts alone – through tactics 
including splashy ads in youth magazines, 
widespread advertising and price discounts 
in stores, and sweet-flavored tobacco 

Keystone Club officers 
(left to right) Latiny 
K., Rosa R., Lisandro 
B.,  Emmanuel M., and       
Joseph G. proved their 
leadership skills while 
at the forefront of dis-
cussions at the national 
Keystone Club conference 
held in April in Orlando, 
Fla. They addressed com-
munity service, fundrais-
ing, college scholarships, 
and all the other oppor-
tunities offered at BGCL. 
We’re very proud of how 
well these teens repre-
sented our Club!

Character and Leadership: Leading the anti-tobacoo movement
products such as small cigars and electronic 
cigarettes.

At Kick Butts Day, our Club kids discussed 
the tobacco issue in Lawrence with State Sen. 
Barbara L’Italien, State Rep. Frank Moran, 
legislative aide Andrew Carden (for State 
Rep. Diana DiZoglio), and Lowell Tobacco 
Control Director Cesar Pungirum. They 
urged these leaders to do more to reduce 
youth tobacco use, such as supporting higher 
tobacco taxes, strong smoke-free laws, and 
prevention programs.



Around the Club: Local author pays it forward by donating books
Author Gretchen Detora spread her 
message of doing good for others at 
a recent visit to BGCL by reading her 
children’s book inspired by the late 
David Vaughan, an Andover father 
of three young children who was 
tragically killed in a car accident in 
September 2013.

Through her Donate a Book/Pay It 
Forward Gift Fund, which was estab-
lished last summer, the North Ando-
ver resident presented a copy of Dave 
and Danny Pay It Forward to all 27 
Club kids in attendance. In the story, 
a character named Dave demonstrates 
to his young son, Danny, what it 
means to give back to others.

BGCL Education Director Karen 
Kravchuk says the Club kids respond-
ed to the lessons of kindness and how 
each individual can make a significant 
difference in the world.

“No matter 
what age or 
what the story,” 
Karen says, “it 
is always a spe-
cial experience 
for our kids to 
meet an author, 
and it is a true 
gift to receive 
a copy of their 
work.”

Gretchen, an 
instructional as-
sistant at South 
Elementary 
School in Andover, says the experience was rewarding for her as well.

“The kids were so happy to receive a book of their own, and I can’t tell you how happy I 
was to give them each a book,” she says. “I hope the gift fund will continue to grow so I 
can continue to share this important message and donate even more books.”

Twenty percent of sales support the Vaughan Family Trust Fund. For more informa-
tion, visit www.DaveandDanny.org.

National Honor: BGCL a finalist in 
Blue Door Decorating Campaign 

 

In his own-
words... 

I always liked to go in the 
pool, but I knew I needed 
lessons when I almost 
drowned the day before my 
8th birthday in June. I was a 
dummy and when my friend took 
off his bubble, I took off my bubble. He jumped in and I 
jumped in, and I had to be rescued.

This is my fourth year taking swimming lessons and 
my second year on the BGCL River Sharks swim team. 
My dream is to make the swim team at Central Catholic 
High School.

During April vacation, I got my American Red Cross 
certification to be a junior lifeguard. The training was 
really fun because we learned lifeguarding skills, how 
to use a backboard, when to use an AED [automated 
external defibrillator], and how to perform CPR on an 
adult, child, and baby. It feels great to know that now I 
can save other people if they need help.

    Elvin R., Class of 2021

BGCL fell just shy of winning 
the National Boys & Girls 
Club Blue Door Decorating 
Campaign. The theme of the 
contest, held in celebration of 
National Boys & Girls Club 
Week from March 22-28, was 
“Open the Door. Take the 
Tour.”

Although the $5,000 Lowe’s 
gift card went to the Boys 
& Girls Club of Langlade 
County in Wisconsin, we’re 
proud that BGCL was one of 
only six finalists nationwide! 
Our Club kids did an amaz-
ing job led by arts and crafts 
instructor Rosalie Rivera and 
volunteer Gaby Fiato.
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Healthy Lifestyles:  
Teen’s Eagle Scout  
project benefits BGCL

Boston Marathoner raises $15K for BGCL
Haverhill native and Central 
Catholic High School alumna 
Renee Robertson finished her 
first Boston Marathon in 4:38 
while raising $15,050 for BGCL. 
Renee, who currently resides in 
Brooklyn, N.Y., is the niece of 
BGCL Operations Director Billy 
Robertson.
To read her blog entries, visit 
www.pbrunnergirl.com/do-
nate/.
Thank you to everyone who  
contributed. Together, we are 
changing kids’ lives!

For his Eagle Scout project, 16-year-old 
Henry Duerr of Andover wanted to 
work on a project that was personally 
meaningful to him and beneficial to lo-
cal kids. The result: a new traverse rock 
climbing wall at BGCL.

“My little brother donated a bunch of 
basketballs to the Club for his bar mitz-
vah project a year ago. I had to one-up 
him,” jokes Henry, a junior at Andover 
High School and member of Venturing 
Crew 7 of Chelmsford, a co-ed program 
for scouts ages 14 to 20.

After receiving approval in December, 
Henry planned the scope of the project, 
solicited donated materials, fundraised 
$600, and oversaw his fellow scouts and 
other volunteers during four workdays. 
The 16-foot-long by 8-foot-high wall 
was completed on April 3, with rock 
climbing holds donated by Boston Rock 
Gym.

“When we were putting up the wall, a 
lot of kids were asking if they could try 
it,” he says. “The fact they immediately 

took to it and thought it looks fun made 
me feel good.”

Henry says he has become passionate 
about rock climbing since learning the 
sport three years ago. He got the idea 
for his Eagle Scout project last summer 
at Camp Aleksey in Plymouth, N.H., 
where his coach built a climbing wall 
for the campers’ use when they couldn’t 

make it to the crag.

Constructing a similar wall at BGCL 
appealed to him because of the mem-
bers’ range of ages from 7 to 18, the 
club’s emphasis on healthy living, and 
the life skills from which the kids can 
benefit: patience, discipline, and cre-
ative problem solving.

Henry reasons that perhaps there are 
youth members like him, who prefer 
a challenging yet supportive activity 
as opposed to the competitive nature 
of other team sports. In fact, he notes 
there are no limits to the boundaries 
that can be pushed through rock climb-
ing.

“The Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence 
does good work, and this is something 
different for the kids to do, with a little 
flavor of Henry,” he says.

“My goal is to have an impact on the 
sport of climbing, whether it’s dis-
covering a new route or new crag, or 
spawning a whole generation of little 
climbers,” he adds. “If I hear a famous 
climber interviewed someday who says 
they started climbing at BGCL, that 
would make me happier than anything.”

Andover teen Henry Duerr is inspiring the next generation of rock climbers.



Alumni
 
‘15   Elemy Colome earned a full bas-
ketball scholarship to James Madison 
University.

 
‘11   Raily Henriquez, the 2010 Bea-
con Club Youth of the Year, will begin 
the new Master of Public Affairs 
program at Merrimack College on a 
full scholarship this fall.

‘08   Patty Montesquieu will marry 
Jan Carlos Remigio on July 11.

‘01   Under coach Raymond Nunez, 
the Lawrence High School Lancers 
qualified for their first state basketball 
tournament.

 
 

Alumni Notes:  If you have news to 
share, please e-mail Cindy Cantrell at 
ccantrell@lawrencebgc.com.

Stay connected:  Register as an alum 
on BGCL’s website at  
www.lawrencebgc.com.

6   Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence   Spring 2015 
  

Notes...
Socrates De La Cruz was 
too young to join BGCL 
at age 6, but he wouldn’t 
be deterred. His brother, 
Otto, had just turned 7, so 
Socrates pretended to be 
the same age.

“They said, ‘Welcome to 
the club,’ and I thought I 
was in heaven,” he recalls. 
“I met my closest friends 
there. I was raised there. It 
changed my life.”

Now a resident of Methuen, Socrates shared his journey from the Hancock Housing 
Projects to head of the Lawrence-based DLC Law Group as the keynote speaker for 
the BGCL Spring in Paris Auction on April 11 at DiBurro’s in Haverhill.

More than 300 supporters attended the event, which provides a significant portion of 
the Club’s annual operating budget. The evening included dinner, dozens of silent and 
live auction items, and an appearance by New England Patriots running back Jonas 
Gray sponsored by Smith Motor Sales of Haverhill, Inc.

BGCL Executive Director Markus Fischer says he is humbled 
by the support of community members whose generosity 
“literally helps keep our doors open.”

“Most of our kids qualify for free meals at school, and many 
would not eat dinner if not for the Club,” Markus says. “The 
need is great, from providing a basic meal to assisting with 
academic achievement. It is through the generosity of our 
community that we continue to assist the youth of Lawrence 
in breaking the cycle of poverty.”

Alumni Achievement: Socrates De La Cruz     
inspires as keynote speaker at BGCL Auction

Please welcome Henry 
Rodriguez, the part-
time physical director at 
the BGCL Beacon Club 
location. In this role, he 
oversees recreation activi-
ties, transports Club kids 
for the basketball league 
at the BGCL Water Street 
location, and assists with a 
myriad of other programs.

A 2012 graduate of Central 
Catholic High School, 

Henry is pursuing his associate’s degree in liberal arts 
at Northern Essex Community College with the goal of 
earning a bachelor’s degree in education.

Henry, now 20, was approximately 10 years 
old when he joined BGCL where he loved 
playing basketball and was active in the Torch 
Club. He says he was in middle school when 
he realized he wanted to devote his career to 
working with youth.

“I felt that calling in life to be a role model and 
example to kids,” Henry says, crediting the 
influence of BGCL Associate Director Steve 
Kelley, Operations Director Billy Robertson, 
Program Services Director Manny Ayala, 
and past board president Thomas Burkardt, 
his mentor since the eighth grade. “Working 
at BGCL is a passion. I’m glad I stayed on so 
I can see all the kids grow up and make the 
greatest difference I can.”

Welcome Henry Rodriguez: New physical director
Will     
You? 

Include 
the Boys & Girls 
Club of Lawrence 

in your will or estate 
plan to forever be 
a part of the Club’s 

legacy of doing good 
for the kids.

Lawrence Mayor Daniel Rivera, BGCL alum Socrates 
De La Cruz, and BGCL Associate Director Steve Kelley
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In the two decades that Mark Coleman 
has played in the BGCL Golf Tour-
nament, he has remained impressed 
with the quality of the event and little 
touches that keep it fresh: a generous 
allotment of golf balls, meals and con-
tinuous refreshments, complementary 
photos, gift bags, and prizes.

What keeps him coming back, however, 

BGCL Golf Committee: Mark Coleman gives back

 
Walkers and sponsors are needed for the second annual 
Take Action Walkathon, which will be held in October 
(date TBD). Last year, more than 100 Club kids, their par-
ents, alumni, and volunteers raised over $10,000 for BGCL 
at the inaugural event.
The two-mile walk along the Merrimack River begins and 
ends at BGCL, followed by family activities including a 
bounce house, face painting, and games. The fundraiser 
supports BGCL’s annual operating budget for critical 
programs focusing on academic success, healthy lifestyles, 
and community involvement for 3,800 youth members at two 
locations.
“Everyone who donates their time and services to the walk-
athon contributes to a safe and nurturing environment for the children of Lawrence to learn, grow, and have 
fun,” says BGCL Executive Director Markus Fischer. “We’re grateful for the support of those who walk, fund-
raise, donate, volunteer, and cheer us on in our mission of changing kids’ lives.”
For more information, contact Sarah Hogue at (978) 683-2747, ext. 128 or shogue@lawrencebgc.com. 

is the cause to which he is contributing.

“I always stay for the dinner program to 
hear from the kids about what the Club 
means to them,” Mark says. “Unless 
you hear them speak from their hearts 
about the passion they have, or until 
you go to the Club and see it in action, 
you can’t understand what the Club can 
do. It changes lives. It’s that good.”

Mark, retail division vice president 
for Catania-Spagna Oils in Ayer, was 
originally invited to participate in the 
golf tournament through his affiliation 
in the food industry. The lifelong golfer 
joined the BGCL Golf Tournament 
Committee eight years ago.

“It’s gratifying to know that every dollar 
makes a difference,” says Mark, who 
also sponsors a family every Christmas.

The committee members’ goal is to 
continually enhance the experience 
of every golfer. For that reason, new 
items are always sought for the raffles, 

contests, and live and silent auctions, as 
well as ideas to keep the event innova-
tive, such as free cigars and a massage 
station. Another recent addition was 
the helicopter drop, in which the owner 
of the numbered golf ball that lands in 
the hole or closest to the pin among 
those dropped from a helicopter wins 
$2,500. Revenue is also raised through 
sponsorships.

During the event, Club kids are sta-
tioned along the course to spot balls, 
clean clubs, and remind the golfers of 
the reason they are there.

 “The kids’ presence is a huge part of it,” 
Mark says. “Every year, I leave wanting 
to do more.”

The 36th annual BGCL Golf Tourna-
ment will take place on Monday, June 
15 at Indian Ridge Country Club in 
Andover. For reservations, contact 
Sarah Hogue at (978) 683-2747, ext. 128 
or shogue@lawrencebgc.com.

Annual Walkathon: Building on last year’s success

The BGCL Keystone Club provided valuable sup-
port toward the success of the inaugural Take 
Action Walkathon in October 2014.



Golf Tournament: Support our mission

Coming Events  
Golf Tournament 
June 15th 
 
Awards Night 
June 18th at 5:00 p.m.  

Graduation Party 
June 22nd at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Kids Against Violence Day 
June 25th 
 
Summer Program Begins 
June 29th

ABA Alumni Reception 
July 24th at 6:00 p.m. at Volpe Ath-
letic Center, Merrimack College 

Boys’ ABA Closing Ceremony 
July 24 at 3:30 p.m. at Rogers Center, 
Merrimack College

 
Girls’ ABA Closing Ceremony 
July 30th at 3:00 p.m. at Rogers   
Center, Merrimack College 
 
Back to School Dance 
August 14th at 5:30 p.m.

NON-PROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 

BULK RATE
PERMIT #360

US POSTAGE PAID
136 Water Street 
Lawrence, MA 01841

 
The board members, staff, and volunteers 
of the Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence con-
gratulate our seniors graduating from high 
school, college, and graduate school.

All current and past BGCL members are 
invited to our celebration in the gym on 
June 22nd at 5:30 p.m. RSVP with your mail-
ing address to Director of Education Karen 
Kravchuk at 978-683-2747, ext. 147 or kkrav-
chuk@lawrencebgc.com.

Supported by:

The proceeds will be donated to the 
Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence.

Buy a golf ball to support the 
tournament for a chance to win 

$2,500.*
 

Golf balls will be dropped over a hole at  
Indian Ridge Country Club on June 15th! 

 
$20 each, or 3 for $50

 
(Your presence is not required to win.)

  * First ball in hole for hole-in-one, 
          or closest to pin, will win prize. IRS 
                regulations state that raffle chances are

                 not tax-deductible. 

  
 36th Annual Golf Tournament 

Monday, June 15, 2015 

Enjoy a day of golf at Indian Ridge Country 
Club in Andover. 

 
Morning & afternoon start times are offered. 

Golfers are treated to a fun day full 
of gifts, treats, contests, and raffles. 

 
We are seeking sponsors for this event, with 

a variety of levels available.

For reservations and sponsorship opportunities, contact  
Sarah Hogue at 978-683-2747, ext. 128 or shogue@lawrencebgc.com.


