
Thanks to our Advisory Council and their networks, our members 
received notes of love and support! Knowing how challenging this year 
was for our kids, our club staff tried to think of a creative way to offer 
messages of encouragement. Cards arrived to the Club from all over the 
country, with one card reading, “We know how hard you’ve worked this 
year. Keep doing your best in school – we’re proud of you!” Some even 
included stickers and gift cards. “Especially this year, it’s so important 
for each child and teen to know how much we care for them and cheer 
their efforts to do their best. I hope the notes were a nice surprise, 
reminding each how proud we are of them, and how impressed by their 
resilience during the worst of times,” Janet B., Advisory Council Member.
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Summer Programming
 
Our summer program is here! It will run for       
8 weeks from June 21st-August 13th from 
8:30am-3:30pm, Monday through Friday. 
Following state and city guidelines, we are able 
to have 8 groups of 15 members for grades 
1-8th. Youth rotate through 8 – 45 minute 
activities including fitness, swim, arts & crafts, 
computers, science, reading literacy and more. 
Lunch is provided daily! While masks are still 
required indoors, they are no longer required for 
outdoors. We are also excited to be allowed to go 
on field trips again this summer! Our kids enjoy 
being outdoors and going hiking, to the beach 
and visiting Boston Harbor Islands. DCR Summer 
Nights takes place Tuesday and Thursday nights 
at the club for our teens. We have various fitness 
activities and nightly dinner is included. 

For questions or comments, contact: 
Development Director Andrea Nahigian 
978-683-2747, ext. 118
Andrea.Nahigian@lawrencebgc.com

Message from our Executive Director
Dear Friends, 

Despite capacity limits, we are grateful to be able to have 120 
kids safely in the club every day for our summer program.  

We are inching closer to “normal” and are looking forward 
to the fall where we will be allowed volunteers again and the 
ability to serve more children.

We are so proud of how we’ve overcome all the challenges 
facing our youth. As a supporter, you should be equally proud 
to be a part of our village. We’re all working together. 

Sincerely, 
Markus Fischer
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MLB
In partnership with BGCA and MLB, we hosted a ‘Pitch, 
Hit & Run’ competition at the Club on June 3rd and 
4th. Over 110 kids participated and had so much fun 
learning new tips and tricks! They practiced pitching 
from 45 feet away, hitting a baseball from the same 
distance and even got to run around the bases as 
fast as they could! Children were given points based 
on their accuracy, speed and hand eye coordination. 
Scores were submitted to MLB where winners of this 
competition will be announced end of July. Local 
winners will move onto a state competition.  “It was 
great to give the kids an opportunity to participate in 
a classic summer past time!” says Manny A., Program 
Director. 
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We are thrilled that Stephanie Cabrera is our new 
Director of Technology here at the Club! Stephanie 
joined us two years ago and directed youth through 
digital and traditional arts portfolio development. In 
her new role, she will oversee the computer lab and 
technology programs including 3D design, coding, 
graphic design, photography, music recording studio 
and computer engineering. “It’s amazing to see a 
child’s imagination run wild and be that person to help 
grow their new found aspirations,” says Stephanie. 

WATER SAFETY MONTH
National Water Safety Month
May was National Water Safety Month and we were so happy to be 
able to continue to provide in-pool swimming lessons to some of our 
youth members! Water safety is very important to us here at the Club 
and was one of the programs offered during rotations throughout 
COVID. Over 70 youth were part of our “learn to swim” program, 
where we saw incredible improvement by the end of the school 
year. Advanced swimmers were part of swim team, boat safety and 
American Red Cross Lifeguarding and Junior Lifeguarding trainings. “I 
was so scared of the water and didn’t want to go in the pool. The swim 
teacher, Scott, helped me to be brave. Now I love to swim, and can 
even do the front stroke while blowing bubbles,” says Luciana, age 9. 
Additionally, the kids are able to have ‘free swim’ too and really enjoy 
jumping off the starting blocks to see how deep they can go.

STAFF SPOTLIGHT



Where are they now?  
Lynelia Raposo moved to Lawrence from Puerto Rico when she 
was 13 years old. The change was difficult; English was her second 
language, and it was a drastic adjustment. In school, two young 
girls urged her to join the Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence. She credits 
the Club for amazing lifelong friendships and an 18-year Corporate 
Career.

From day one, LBGC gave her a sense of belonging and the tools 
to prosper. She recalls the access to tutors, mentors, coaches, and 
feeling at home with other kids just like her. The Club helped her with 
schoolwork, high school visits, application process, develop a love for 
sports, and provided a fun and safe environment for her to flourish. 
Programs like “take your daughter (mentee) to workday” exposed her 
to corporate settings she would otherwise not experience. 

The Club helped her secure a scholarship into Central Catholic HS and later inspired her to apply to UMass 
Amherst. She continued her education and earned an MBA from Bentley University. She has enjoyed a career 
working with companies like Kraft Foods, L’Oréal and USAToday. Today, she holds the position of Global 
Marketing Manager at DURACELL, and focuses on leading Global Brand Partnerships.

“To the kids there today I would say that when you are a ‘club kid’; you are never alone. You have people who 
care, cheering you on in sports, education, career, and in life. When you have that level of support sky’s the 
limit so follow that dream – We got you!” says Lynelia. 
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Arts and Crafts
Arts and crafts is a favorite among most children. During COVID-19, 
our members were not allowed to share materials, which made this 
program difficult. Despite this hurdle, each child had their own bag of 
supplies to use while creating projects throughout the year. 

The Advisory Council thought of three arts and crafts projects to keep 
things fun. They generously purchased the materials and put them into 
individualized bags, so every child received the materials needed for 
the project. Each members was able to take home their works of art! 
Our kids loved making their own bird houses, writing and decorating 
rocks and creating masking tape diary notebooks. 

“I wrote, “you rock”, on my rock and brought it home to my mom. She 
loved it! It made me feel so good to make her feel happy,” says Yadiel, 
age 7. 

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
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