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Middle school girls learn STEM concepts through weekly activities in Girl Tech.

Founded in 1891, the originally named 
Lawrence Boys Club has long provided 
local youth with critical programs 
focusing on academic success, healthy 
lifestyles, and community involvement. 
Girls were welcomed to the subse-
quently renamed Boys & Girls Club of 
Lawrence (BGCL) in 1990, and have 
since participated as full and equal 
members. In a few cases, initiatives have 
been designed specifically for them.

Girl Lab! is run by volunteer Mer-
edith Monaco, who was introduced to 
BGCL through her involvement with 
the Science of Sports Science Fair co-
sponsored by her employer, Raytheon 
Company, and the New England Patri-
ots Charitable Foundation. Meredith, 
who has additionally volunteered as a 
homework room tutor for three years, 
introduced Girl Lab! last October 
through a grant from Raytheon.

“A few of the girls weren’t so sure in the 
beginning, but now they burst through 

the doors so excited,” Meredith says. 
“They love science, and they’re very vo-
cal about it. It’s great to see.”

Meredith and co-leader Lea Daigle 
take special pride in introducing STEM 
(science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics) concepts to girls in grades 
5-8. Each six-week session involves 
weekly group activiities such as making 
a silly putty-like “gak” substance, creat-
ing homemade light bulbs, using soda 
and pop rocks to blow up balloons, and 
designing devices for an egg drop com-
petition. This spring, Meredith hopes 
to bring the girls for a factory tour at 
Raytheon’s Andover location, where she 
is a manufacturing program manager.

“I’m really passionate about getting girls 
excited about STEM fields and empow-
ering them to stay with it,” says Mer-
edith, who has a bachelor’s degree in 
mechanical engineering and an MBA. 
“My mission is to teach that you can 
be a girl and you can be a scientist. The 
two are not mutually exclusive.”

While boys also participate in Making 
Proud Choices, the component for girls 
addresses their special concerns regard-
ing self-esteem, personal responsibil-
ity, sexual education, teen pregnancy 

prevention, and leadership. Run by 
Lawrence-based Family Services of the 
Merrimack Valley, the 10-week pro-
gram is offered three times a year for 
ages 12 and older.

Similarly, Smart Girls is designed to 
provide the knowledge, social skills, 
self-esteem, and peer support to avoid 
the pitfalls that can derail a young 
person’s life. Within each 10-week ses-
sion, there are separate components for 
specific age groups: 6 to 9, 10 to 12, and 
over 13. Topics include being a good 
friend; keeping your body healthy; 
avoiding the use of alcohol, tobacco, 
and drugs; postponing sexual activity; 
and good decision-making.

Other onsite programs include Phillips 
Academy SIS, through which female 
Phillips students empower Club girls 
through team-building exercises, self-
reflection, and discussions about female 
heroes, women in sports, gender roles, 
and body image.

In addition, BGCL is the host site to 
a local Girl Scout chapter dedicated 
to building girls’ courage, confidence, 
character, and community involvement.

Amanda Hinchcliffe, director of pro-
gram services at BGCL, says female-
specific programs are important at the 
Club, where girls make up 39 percent of 
the 2,765 members.

“Some girls just need that positive 
female role model,” she says. “We work 
very hard  to reinforce the fact that they 
can do anything that boys can.”
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Dear Friends: 
 
As we begin another year, we celebrate the accomplishments of the recent past. 
The most significant addition to our operation in the last year was the expan-
sion of our collaboration with the Lawrence Public Schools. We continued 
to provide a wide variety of enrichment programs during the school day to      
Lawrence students, doubling our impact from two to four schools. The number 
of students who benefited weekly grew to nearly 1,200. The quality program 
drew national attention and has been highlighted as a model for others. 
 
We also continued to further improve our summer program, with its focus 
on minimizing the summer learning loss. One great addition was the socially   
conscious arts project with our partners from Elevated Thought Foundation. 
 
In the fall, we created a technology and computer program for girls. The goal is 
to allow girls to explore programming through activities and projects specifi-
cally geared toward their interests. Not only does this program teach marketable 
technology skills, but it promotes teamwork and collaboration.  

We also continued to offer the time-proven staples of our programming, such 
as our youth leadership Keystone and Torch clubs; the New Balance Healthy 
Living Club teaching physical fitness and proper nutrition; our Academic Bas-
ketball Awareness Program combining competitive basketball with academic 
requirements; and educational programs including daily homework assistance 
and tutoring, college preparation, and career orientation.  

Perhaps most notably, our organization participated in a national youth out-
come survey measuring the impact of our programs in key areas. The feedback 
from the survey identified ours as a leader among Boys & Girls Clubs, as we 
exceeded national averages in all areas measured. 

None of these programs and activities would have been possible without the 
assistance of so many who gave generously through financial support, volunteer 
hours, leadership, and direction. Our gratitude goes out to all of our supporters, 
volunteers, our Board of Directors, and of course all our staff. Each one of you 
helped make 2014 a successful year. With your continued  commitment, I am 
looking forward to a great 2015. 

Enthusiastically,  

Markus Fischer
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Looking Back, Looking Forward: In thanks
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In his own words... 
 
I had a great experience last 
summer at Montserrat College 
of Art’s three-week, pre-college 
program for incoming juniors 
and seniors. I got a feel for how 
art college is, and it was pretty 
awesome. 

I got to meet cool people from Florida, 
North Carolina, Texas, and Germany. Everyone takes founda-
tion drawing, and the electives I chose were sculpting and 
graphic design, which got me familiar with InDesign and 
Photoshop. I made a couple wire sculptures, and I want to 
get into blacksmithing because I really like the fact you can 
turn raw metal into something beautiful.

Now I’m planning to go to Montserrat for college. The city is 
beautiful, with so much color and inspiration. I love it.

Typically, I’m not overly social, but there, it was all about 
talking with others and exchanging ideas. It helped me be a 
better version of who I was before. 
    
    Lee B., Class of 2016

Congratulations to Yeraldo R., our 2014 Youth of the Year! 
A BGCL member for 10 years, Yeraldo is a senior at Central 
Catholic High School and member of the National Honor Soci-
ety with a grade point average exceeding 4.0. He is president 
and founder of Casa Hogar, through which he has raised more 
than $10,000 to rebuild an orphanage in the Dominican Re-
public, and president of the Interact Club, which raises funds 
and awareness for breast cancer.

At BGCL, Yeraldo has been a member of the Keystone Club 
and an Academic Basketball Awareness (ABA) camper for 

Emerging Leaders: Yeraldo R. named Youth of the Year

On January 13, BGCL hosted a dinner honoring our 
mentors – both adults and students from Central Catho-
lic High School – and their youth protégés. The event 
featured the presentation of the Paul Cronin Award to 
Holly Jenkins, who has volunteered at BGCL for 10 years 
– including six years with our Mentoring Works program. 
“I feel incredibly blessed to be a mentor,” she says. ”The 
feeling of knowing that I can help shape a life for the bet-
ter and really make a difference is indescribable.”   
 
Keynote speaker Jon Glesmann is a mentor, homework 
room tutor, and invaluable advisor for Club kids in the col-
lege selection, application, and financial aid processes. ”A 
lot of people try to credit me for the kids’ success,” Jon 
says, “but it comes from them.”

eight years.

Established in 1947, Youth of the Year is the Boys & Girls 
Club of America’s premiere recognition program for Club 
members 14 to 18 years old, promoting service, academic 
success, strong moral character, life goals, and public 
speaking ability. Local winners vie for scholarships through 
state, regional, and national competitions, with the National 
Youth of the Year installed by the president of the United 
States. Previously, BGCL has produced two national Youth of 
the Year winners and two runner-ups.

“We are very proud of Yeraldo and all he has accomplished 
while a member of the Club,” says BGCL Executive Director 
Markus Fischer. “He is a great role model to our younger 
kids, and an inspiration of what you can achieve when you 
study and work hard.”

Mentoring Works: Honoring Holly Jenkins 
as Paul Cronin Award winner

Holly Jenkins (right) with her mentoree, Meaghan Belton



Institute, Middlesex Community College, National Aviation 
Academy, Newbury College, Northeastern University, Plym-
outh State University, Salem State University, Stephen Phillips 
Memorial Scholarship Fund, Stony Brook University (SUNY), 
Lesley University, Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and 
Health Sciences, Quincy College, Regis College, uAspire, Uni-
versity of Massachusetts Boston, University of Massachusetts 
Dartmouth, University of Massachusetts Lowell, University of 
New Hampshire, University of New Haven, and University of 
Southern Maine.

In addition, BGCL volunteer Jon Glesmann (below) had an 
information table at which he educated students about how to 
make college affordable.
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Events at BGCL: School fairs and holiday fun 

At the annual BGCL holiday party on December 19, Santa 
Claus distributed donated toys and gift cards to more than 
650 cheering Club kids.

Groups of longtime volunteers served the holiday dinner, 
which was donated by the 99 Restaurants of Andover and 
North Andover.   

The eighth annual college fair hosted by BGCL on October 8, 
2014 was also its largest, drawing 100 students from through-
out the Greater Lawrence community. Groups came from the 
Boys & Girls Clubs in Lowell and Nashua, Lawrence High 
School, and the Movement City Youth Network.

The 28 colleges and universities in attendance were American 
International College, Anna Maria College, Bay State College, 
Boston University, Daniel Webster College, Fitchburg State 
University, Framingham State University, Le Cordon Bleu Col-
lege of Culinary Arts (Cambridge campus), Lincoln Technical 

BGCL hosted its largest-ever college fair last October.

The Beacon Club celebrated the holidays on December 5, 
thanks to Bentley University’s chapter of the Association of 
Latino Professionals For America (ALPFA). The students 
fundraised money to purchase more than 50 gifts that can 
be enjoyed throughout the year, including the Sony Play-
Station 4 which drew this very excited reaction from Club 
kid Juan Carlos F.
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Congratulations to Steven T. and Jas-
mine W., newly appointed members of 
the 84 Movement Statewide Leadership 
Team who are uniting and inspiring 
our Club kids in the fight against Big 
Tobacco.

The BGCL Chapter applied for a mini-
grant in order to plan activities to raise 
awareness of the dangers of smoking to-
bacco. The 84 represents the 84 percent 
of Massachusetts youth who did not 
smoke when the movement began. That 
figure has now risen to 89 percent.

As statewide leaders, Jasmine and 
Steven learn strategies and tools to grow 
the movement, including speaking at 
events such as Kick Butts Day on March 
18 in Boston.

On December 16, they joined fellow 84 
Movement member and Club kid Jay-
leen R. in delivering verbal testimony 
at the Lawrence Board of Health public 
hearing, which addressed proposed 
regulations involving the sale and use 

Healthy Lifestyles: Fighting against Big Tobacco

of tobacco. After the board passed all provisions of the stricter regulations (such as 
prohibiting the sale of tobacco and nicotine delivery products to people younger than 
21 years of age), the trio was interviewed by the Eagle-Tribune.

We’re proud that our members are taking an active role in keeping their community 
healthy, as well as the Club.

Please welcome Lindsey Miller, our new Assistant Education 
Director. She works with Education Director Karen Kravchuk to 
support students with quality and developmentally appropriate 
education programs, activities, services, and special events.

Lindsey previously volunteered with BGCL as a site coordina-
tor for the Lawrence Math and Science Partnership from 2007 to 
2011. During this time, she educated our middle school mem-
bers about health, wellness, science, and math. In addition, she 
taught ninth graders at Haverhill High School as a Merrimack 
College teaching fellow.

“I want to make sure my students understand the importance of 
education in reaching their goals,” she says. “I’m excited to be 
working for this wonderful organization that is passionate about 
making the lives of its youth members better.”

Lindsey earned a Master of Education from Merrimack College, 
a Master of Science in Health Promotion from Lamar University, 
and a Bachelor of Science in Athletic Training from Merrimack 
College. A board certified athletic trainer, she is also certified in 
first aid and CPR/AED.

Welcome to BGCL:  
Assistant Education Director Lindsey Miller

Steven T. and Jasmine W. are on the 84 Movement Statewide Leadership Team.



Alumni
 
‘13  David Berroa, a civil engineer-
ing major at Northeastern University, 
interned at Consigli Construction.

‘13  Julia Hernandez, a computer sci-
ence major at UMass Lowell, had his 
summer internship extended through 
the fall at Omgeo/DTCC.

‘12  Jason Martinez, an economics 
and finance major at Bentley Univer-
sity, studied abroad his fall semester 
in Barcelona.

‘11  Lance Hill, a communications 
major at Merrimack College, interns 
on the Nick McCool show 
on Saturdays at 3 p.m. on 
Eagle NewsRadio 1110 AM.

‘09  Angelica Pascual has 
been named head girls’ bas-
ketball coach at Notre Dame 
High School in Lawrence. 
 
Alumni Notes:  If you have news to share, 
please email Sarah Hogue at shogue@
lawrencebgc.com.

Stay Connected:  Register as an alum at 
www.lawrencebgc.com.
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Notes...

Leadership: BGLC welcomes new board president and members

Four our new members of our leader-
ship team were welcomed at the BGCL 
Annual Meeting in November, in 
keeping with the national initiative of 
providing great futures for youth.

Greg Serrao, CEO and president of 
American Dental Partners, Inc., was 
elected as the new president of the 
Board of Directors.

In addition, three others were appoint-
ed to the 29-member BGCL Board of 
Directors: Michellana Jester, a lecturer 
and director of the Action Learning 
Program at MIT Sloan School of Man-
agement; Lily Mendez-Morgan, COO 
at the American Red Cross of Mas-
sachusetts; and Mark Torrisi, the third 
president in the history of his family 
company, Jackson Lumber & Millwork 
Co. Inc. of Lawrence.

“Our board members, who serve as the 
governing body of the BGCL, provide 
guidance and oversight to ensure our 
ability to provide critical programs 

Jack Sullivan, a six-year volunteer, has 
been honored with the 2014 Jean-
nie Melucci Award. The recognition 
took place at the annual Thanksgiving 
celebration, during which a traditional 
holiday dinner donated by the Ex-
change Club of Lawrence was served to 
more than 400 Club kids.

“We are very appreciative to Jack, whose 
dedication has made an enormous 
impact,” says BGCL Executive Director 
Markus Fischer.

Jack, who volunteers one afternoon a 
week, is immediately recognizable with 
his briefcase in which he carries a dic-
tionary, a few math books, a calculator, 
and a notebook to record the names of 
the kids and the subjects with which he 
helps them. He also brings extra me-
chanical pencils, which he gives to the 
kids as a gift for working with him.

“I help first graders with their reading, 
high school kids with their pre-calculus, 
and eighth graders with essays for their 
applications to Central Catholic and 
other private schools,” he says. “I hope 
I’m doing some good.”

Jack said he is “humbled” to receive this 

year’s Jeannie Melucci Award, which is 
named for the late BGCL staff member 
whose tough love inspired countless 
children to extraordinary achievement. 
The award is presented annually to a 
volunteer who goes above and beyond 
in service to the kids and BGCL.

Jack says he intends to keep volunteer-
ing “as long as I have my senses about 
me.”

“The staff appreciates the assistance, 
and the kids do, too,” he adds. “It’s also 
good for me. The longer you stay in 
touch with young people, the younger 
you stay yourself.”

Jeannie Melucci Award:  Volunteer Jack Sullivan

BGCL Board members (left to right) Lily Men-
dez-Morgan, Greg Serrao, and Mark Torrisi

BGCL volunteer Jack Sullivan

focusing on academic success, healthy 
lifestyles, and community involvement 
to some of the neediest children in 
Massachusetts,” says BGCL Executive 
Director Markus Fischer. “We’re grate-
ful for the important contributions of 
time, broad experience, and perspective 
by these Merrimack Valley leaders for 
the benefit of our kids.”

Greg says he is looking forward to lead-
ing the board in contributing to BGCL’s 
growth.

“The Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence 
is a beacon of hope and an avenue for 
its members to grow to be productive 
members of society,” Greg says. “I am 
honored to serve the Club, and have 
found my involvement to be one of the 
most rewarding experiences of my life.”
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Hello! My name is Renee Robertson. 
I’m an avid runner who will be proudly 
representing BGCL in the 2015 Boston 
Marathon. I’ve been running for years, 
but I only started to run races a year and 
a half ago. Since my first half-marathon 
in October 2013, I’ve run a total of four 
half-marathons plus the Marine Corps 
Marathon in October 2014. Now I’m 
excited to be training for Boston.

BGCL has always been very important 
to my family. My uncle, Billy Robertson, 
and his best friend, Steve Kelley, have 
dedicated much of their lives to the 
Club. I was very lucky to have them as 
role models growing up, and I have seen 
the impact they have had on so many 
great kids over the years. When a spot 
in the Boston Marathon came up during 
the BGCL Auction last May, I couldn’t 
pass up the opportunity to raise money 
and support the Club while doing some-
thing I love – running!

I grew up in Bradford and attended 
Central Catholic High School and Bab-
son College. I currently live in New York 
City, where I work in sales for Google 
with clients who advertise on Google 
products like Google Search and You-
Tube. I try to get back to Massachusetts 
often to visit family and friends.

Growing up, I spent a lot of time with 
my grandmother in South Lawrence. 
I spent even more time in Lawrence 
when I attended Central Catholic High 
School, and that is where I started 
running indoor and outdoor track. I 
learned how to tough it out on cold 
winter runs up to the reservoir, where 
seeing the Big-N-Beefy sign on the way 
back meant I was almost done. Not to 
mention lots of early Saturday morning 
practices with the wind whipping at the 
stadium during spring track season. To 
me, Lawrence is where I started on the 
path that has led me to running mara-
thons, and I’m so excited that it gets 
to be part of my journey to the Boston 
Marathon with BGCL.

Running the Boston Marathon has 

Paying It Forward: Running for BGCL in 2015 Boston Marathon 

 Will     
You? 

Include 
The Boys & Girls Club of 

Lawrence 

in your will or estate plan 
to forever be a part of the 

Club’s legacy of doing good 
for the kids of Lawrence.

Receive a special  
packet of information and 
become a Heritage Club 
member by contacting 

Dennis McCarthy at 
dmccarthy@lawrencebgc.com 

Renee Robertson after finishing the Ma-
rine Corps Marathon in October 2014

always been my dream. I grew up 
watching the race on TV every Patriot’s 
Day, and later experienced the thrill of 
Marathon Monday while living in Bos-
ton for six years. Having moved to New 
York City the previous fall, the 2013 
Boston Marathon was the first time in 
my life that I wasn’t in Massachusetts on 
Marathon Monday. That day, I watched 
in horror as one of my favorite days to 
be in Boston turned into a nightmare.

The day after the bombings, I did the 
only thing I felt I could do after the at-
tack on a city I called home for so long. 
I ran. Runners are a tough and deter-
mined group of people, and Boston is a 
strong city. Put the two together and I 
knew that every Boston Marathon from 
then on would be special and some-
thing I needed to be a part of.

Over the course of the next few months, 
I will be running lots of miles to get 
ready for the race on April 20. It takes 
a lot of preparation to get in shape to 
run 26.2 miles, and added motivation 

with the shorter days and snow, but I’m 
looking forward to the challenge! 

My goal is to raise at least $6,000, which 
my company will generously match so 
that BGCL will receive $12,000. Please 
help me reach that $12,000 goal.

To sponsor me and contribute to 
BGCL’s mission of changing kids’ lives, 
visit the donation page on my blog at 
www.pbrunnergirl.com/donate/. 

Please join Renee in supporting the 
BGCL and her passion to help change 
the lives of some of the neediest 
children in Massachusetts. Ask your 
employer about matching funds that 
could double the impact of your gift. 
Every dollar counts!



Save the Dates: Our major fundraisers
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For reservations and information,  contact  
Sarah Hogue at 978-683-2747 x128 or shogue@lawrencebgc.com.

136 Water Street 
Lawrence, MA 01841

 
The first annual Take Action Walkathon on 
October 19 was a success, thanks to the 
support of individuals and businesses dedi-
cated to making a difference in the lives 
of at-risk youth in our community. More 
than 100 Club kids, their parents, alumni, 
and volunteers raised over $10,000 while 
enjoying a scenic, two-mile walk along the 
Merrimack River followed by games, face-
painting, and other family activities.

Supported by:

The Auction - Spring in Paris 
Saturday, April 11, 2015 at 5:30 pm 

 
Join us at Diburro’s in Haverhill for live & 

silent auctions, cockails, and dinner. 
 
 

If you can help with a donation of tickets, 
gift certificates, jewelry, electronics, home 

goods, and more, please contact us. 
 

The Auction is the premier social event  
north of Boston. Don’t miss out! 

   36th Annual Golf Tournament 
Monday, June 15, 2015 

 
Enjoy a day of golf at Indian Ridge  

Country Club in Andover. 
 

Morning and afternoon start 
times are available.

 
Golfers are treated to a fun day featuring 

gifts and treats, contests, and raffles.
 

We are seeking sponsors for this event, 
with a variety of levels available.

Ryan Bourque Tournament 
February 13-16th 

Breadloaf Conference 
March 28th  

The Auction 
April 11th 

Mentor Day 
May 19th 

Talent Show 
May 22nd  

Golf Tournament 
June 15th 

Graduation Party 
June 19th

Coming 
Events


