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Dance Academy members perform ballet, tap, hip hop, and Spanish dances.

From the day she joined the Boys & 
Girls Club of Lawrence at age 12 in 
1992, Kathy Cuevas loved learning 
Spanish dances and practicing baton 
twirling. Outside the club, she danced 
at the Latin School of Music and Art 
in Lawrence, where she studied ballet, 
jazz, tap, hip hop, and multicultural 
dance on scholarship while performing 
throughout the country.

“There are no words to describe how 
much I loved it,” Kathy recalls. “The 
feeling you get on stage is amazing.”

Because Kathy wasn’t able to pursue her 
goal of dancing professionally, she has 
dedicated her career to helping others’ 
dreams come true. Since founding the 
club’s Dance Academy in 2000, she has 
watched proudly as the program has 
continued to grow in size and scope.

Initially, Kathy led dance classes in 
the wrestling room at the former club 
building. “There were no mirrors, only 

a little boombox, and I had to clean 
before every class because it smelled 
like feet in there,” she recalls with a 
laugh. “I’ve learned that you have to 
make the best out of whatever you have 
in life, so I was creative.”

Since its start with 36 dancers, the 
Dance Academy has grown to 135 girls 
and five boys who learn ballet, tap, hip 
hop, salsa, and other Spanish dances. 
Classes are offered by Kathy and fellow 
teacher Megan McCoy, with assistance 
from high school volunteer Anna Root.

In addition, Kathy is always looking for 
opportunities to showcase the Dance 
Academy outside regular performances 
at senior centers and annual 
appearances at the club talent show, 
Semana Hispana, and the Hispanic 
Heritage Month Festival in Lawrence.

In order to earn the right to perform, 
Kathy requires dancers to submit 
weekly reports from their teachers 
detailing their grades and effort in 
school – as is done with participants 
in the club’s Academic Basketball 
program. The result, she says proudly, 
has been higher grades and increased 
communication with her dancers, as 
well as their teachers and parents.

Perhaps the biggest factor in the 
program’s success, however, is the 
financial support from the William 
M. Wood Foundation. The nonprofit 
organization recently renewed its grant 
benefiting the club’s dance, music, arts, 
and digital arts programs. 

In addition to staffing, the grant enables 
club volunteer Robin Heller-Harrison 
to involve some of the dancers in the 
creation of costumes. While non-
dancers may not realize the importance 
of costumes, Kathy says she has seen 
how dancers perform with more 
confidence while wearing them. She 
also makes good use of the Dollar Store 
for that reason, purchasing make-up 
and artificial flowers for the girls to 
wear in their hair.

“When the kids look good, they feel 
good,” Kathy says. “You can almost see 
their self-esteem rise.”

Looking ahead, Kathy is working 
to attract even more boys into the 
program with the message that like 
basketball, dance is a physically 
demanding, competitive sport through 
which dedicated effort can earn a 
college scholarship. She is also reaching 
out to area dance camps and schools for 
scholarship opportunities.

Ultimately, Kathy believes that her 
Dance Academy students could 
someday perform on Broadway and 
other stages worldwide.

“When dancing is your life, like it’s 
mine,” Kathy says, “the sky is the limit.”
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Dear Friends: 
 
I want to start by wishing you a prosperous, fulfilling, and happy new year. I 
am grateful for the contributions of so many individuals, corporations, and 
organizations. Your collective support again ensured that our youth members 
experienced a great 2015. 
 
First and foremost, I would like to thank all of you who provided financial 
support to us. As an organization which does not receive any significant funds 
from government resources, we are truly lucky to have so many committed 
supporters who year after year allow us to keep our doors open for some of the 
neediest children in our state and country. 
 
Then there is our large pool of volunteers – people who generously gave and 
continue to give their time and expertise in order to help us achieve our mission 
of assisting youth in reaching their full potential. Please be assured that you 
play a vital role in our club, and that your tireless efforts are so very much 
appreciated.  

Our Board of Directors again provided oversight, guidance, and direction for 
our organization. Directors gave countless hours over the past year. Thank you 
for all your hard work, passion, and commitment.  

A special thanks also to all of our staff members. You continue to make a 
positive difference in the lives of our youth members. I know that you all take 
great pleasure in seeing our youth members succeed in becoming caring and 
responsible citizens. It is because of you that we were again able to celebrate so 
many success stories involving our kids over the past year. 

Together, we form the Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence Family. Together, we 
accomplished many great things in 2015. In the year ahead and beyond, I am 
looking forward to continuing our work in helping youth members succeed in 
school, in our community, and in life. 

Gratefully,  

Markus Fischer
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Reflecting on our past and future: In thanks
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In her own 
words... 
 
When I started middle school, 
I wasn’t that interested in 
science. Then I heard about Girl 
Lab! and how it’s just for girls 
and you do fun experiments, so I 
joined last year. We made lip balm and 
gak, and we used different chemicals to make Peeps pop 
out of beakers. We also had an egg drop competition, and 
we made light bulbs from batteries, lead, wire, and electrical 
tape – and they actually worked!

The group leaders are pretty fun and understanding. If we 
make mistakes, they show us how to do it right. They give 
us a chance to let us be ourselves. We talk about whatever 
we want and get along with each other.

We took a field trip last year to [program sponsor] Raytheon 
so we know what kind of engineers we can be if we work 
there. In school, I feel smarter in science and I understand it 
more. Now I’m getting As and Bs! 
    
    Mariely F., Class of 2021

Congratulations to Rosa R., our 2016 Youth of the Year! 
A club member for seven years, Rosa is president of the 
Keystone Club, through which she has donated more than 
550 hours of community service. The senior at Central 
Catholic High School, which she attends on the Montagne 
Scholarship, is also a Marist mentor to younger club kids and 
helps lead the Raytheon-sponsored Girl Lab! program for 
middle schoolers.

According to Teen Director Jody Raineri, Rosa has long been 
a role model due to her academic achievements, leadership, 

Emerging Leaders: Rosa R. named Youth of the Year

Eight years ago, Colleen Harrington began looking for 
volunteer opportunities for her daughter, Meghan, who 
was home for the summer. After learning about the club’s 
mission, Colleen took the initiative to get involved herself.

A dedicated volunteer ever since, Colleen was recognized 
with the Paul Cronin Award at a dinner on January 27 
honoring adult mentors and Marist mentors from Central 
Catholic High School, along with their youth protégés. 
The award is presented annually to a volunteer who uses 
education as a tool for kids to fulfill their potential.

“Being selected for the Paul Cronin Award is very 
meaningful, but I don’t really need one because I already 
feel so appreciated,” Colleen says. “I look forward to 
coming to the club every week because I love it so much.”

and ability to overcome adversity. Just two years ago, a fire 
destroyed her family’s home just weeks before Christmas.

“Rosa has dedicated herself to achieving the dream that her 
parents brought her to America to fulfill: a good education,” 
Jody says. “At the same time, she is determined to make a 
difference in the world, just as she has done at the club.”

Established in 1947, Youth of the Year is the Boys & 
Girls Club of America’s premiere recognition program for 
members 14 to 18 years old, promoting service, academic 
success, strong moral character, life goals, and public 
speaking ability. Local winners vie for scholarships through 
state, regional, and national competitions, with the National 
Youth of the Year installed by the president of the United 
States. Previously, BGCL has produced two national Youth of 
the Year winners and two runner-ups.

Paul Cronin Award: Honoring education 
center tutor Colleen Harrington

Colleen Harrington (center) keeps club kids’ studies on track.

Teen Director Jody Raineri with Youth of the Year Rosa R.



Fitchburg State University, Framingham State University, 
Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences, 
Merrimack College, National Aviation Academy, Newbury 
College, North Shore Community College, Northern Essex 
Community College, Plymouth State University, Regis College, 
Saint Anselm College, UMass Amherst, UMass Boston, UMass 
Dartmouth, UMass Lowell, University of New Hampshire, and 
University of Southern Maine.

In addition, club volunteer Jon Glesmann (below) coordinated 
an information table at which he counseled students on ways 
to make college affordable.
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Events at BGCL: College fair and holiday fun 

At the annual holiday party on December 18, Santa Claus distributed donated toys and gift cards to more than 650 wildly cheering 
youth members. Groups of longtime volunteers served the holiday dinner, which was donated by the 99 Restaurants of Andover 
and North Andover.

The club’s ninth annual college fair on October 7 was also its 
largest, drawing more than 100 high school students from 
throughout the Greater Lawrence community. 

Groups came from the Boys & Girls Clubs of Nashua and 
Worcester, Central Catholic High School, Lawrence High 
School, Methuen High School, and the Movement City Youth 
Network.

The colleges and universities in attendance included Anna 
Maria College, Bay State College, Bridgewater State University, 

The club hosted its largest-ever college fair in October.



Boys  & Girls Club of Lawrence  Winter 2016  5

Methuen resident Serge Frederique, 
who has volunteered at the club for 
five years, was honored with the 2015 
Jeannie Melucci Award on December 
18. The award is presented annually to 
a volunteer who goes above and beyond 
in service to the kids and club.

“We are very appreciative of Serge’s 
tireless efforts to help pave a better path 
for our youth,” says Executive Director 
Markus Fischer.

Serge says he “got a little choked up” 
when he learned of his selection. 
“I was taught to give back without 
expecting anything in return,” he says. 
“I volunteer my time because that’s the 
most valuable thing I can offer these 
kids – and because it was done for me.” 

Serge, 40, was 11 years old when his 
family emigrated from Haiti in 1986. 
After joining the Waltham Boys & Girls 
Club, he met former program director 

Healthy Lifestyles: Basketball coach Serge Frederique wins award
Jeff Kelley, who helped him with his 
homework “and never gave up on me.”

Serge became acquainted with the Boys 
& Girls Club of Lawrence six years ago, 
when his niece, Jadah, played on the 7th 
grade girls’ basketball team. Within the 
year, he began volunteering as a coach 
for the 5th grade boys’ team before 
transferring to the 8th grade boys’ team.

Serge arranged special work hours in 
order to volunteer three or four days 
a week during basketball season. He 
helps with homework and reviews 
players’ weekly school reports during the 
mandatory study hour before practices 
and games.

“We have the ability to push kids to do 
better, and that is extremely powerful,” he 
says. “I thank the club for inviting me to 
join this great team of people who care 
so much about the kids of the Merrimack 
Valley. I’m very pleased to be part of it.”

If any youth members in grades 1-4 aren’t familiar with the Pigeon book 
series by Mo Willems, they can make up for lost time by joining the 
Pigeon Book Club founded by third grader Miguel A.

The Pigeon Book Club meets every other Friday in the education center. By 
the second week, registration already required a waiting list!

At each meeting, Miguel introduces the featured book and a related 
group activity. After reading “The Pigeon Needs a Bath!” for example, 
participants dressed in shower caps, drew pictures of pigeons before 
and after bath time, enjoyed a snack of chocolate pudding (intended to 
resemble a dirty mud puddle), and took home a rubber ducky, soap, and 
wash cloth.

Another time, special guest Maizie the puppy accompanied her owner, 
club accountant Rhonda Kapelson, to a reading of “The Pigeon Wants a 
Puppy!” and rewarded our budding artists with licks and nuzzles for their 
creative hand puppets.

Miguel, who admits being “obsessed” with Pigeon books, says he hopes 
all of his fellow youth members love the characters as much as he does. 
He also has a special message for his favorite author, who has “liked” 
numerous tweets depicting how much our club kids are enjoying his books.

“If I could tell Mo Willems anything, it would be that I am a big fan of 
his,” says Miguel, noting that he is eager to share several suggestions 
for new Pigeon books. “I would like him to sign my book and come to the 
Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence so we can have an official Pigeon Day!”

Promoting reading: Miguel A. forms book club

Volunteer coach Serge Frederique



Alumni
 
‘06  Jonathan Cruz has been hired as 
a caseworker by the Massachusetts 
Department of Children & Families.

‘90  Rick Nault, dean of students and 
boys’ basketball coach at Central 
Catholic High School, was a featured 
speaker at the Central Catholic High 
School honor roll party held at BGCL 
on January 6.

‘77  David Allan Boucher is the host 
of the longest running night-time 
show in Boston, Bedtime MAGIC 
on WMJX FM 106.7, which began in 
1982.

 
Alumni Notes:  If you have news to share, 
please email Sarah Hogue at shogue@
lawrencebgc.com.

Stay Connected:  Register as an alum at 
www.lawrencebgc.com.
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Notes...

Leadership: New board members are leaders in Merrimack Valley

Newly elected board members John 
Brockelman, Holly Jenkins, Alberto 
Nunez, and John M. Thomas were 
welcomed at the BGCL Annual Meeting 
on November 19.

Board members serve as the governing 
body of the club, ensuring our ability to 

provide critical programs focusing on 
academic success, healthy lifestyles, and 
community involvement for more than 
3,800 youth members.

John is head of communications for 
State Street Global Advisors. Previously, 
he was a senior vice president of 
communications at Fidelity Investments 
and served as a senior adviser to former 
Governor William Weld and the late 
Governor Paul Cellucci.

Holly has been a longtime club 
volunteer, a member of numerous 
fundraising committees, and a mentor 
with the Mentoring Works program. 
She received the club’s 2014 Paul 
Cronin Award for her longtime role 
in using education as a tool for kids to 
fulfill their potential.

Amid applause from family members 
and club staff who have become friends, 
music producer Urales “DJ Buddha” 
Vargas and Lawrence Mayor Daniel 
Rivera were inducted into the BGCL 
Alumni Hall of Fame on November 19.

The Hall of Fame honors the personal 
and professional achievements of 
notable alumni, inspiring youth 
members who are striving to make their 
own mark in their chosen fields.

“We congratulate Urales and Danny, 
who join our 67 previous inductees,” 
says Executive Director Markus Fischer. 
“What connects all of them is their 
impact on our community, their loyalty, 
and their continued commitment to our 
youth.”

Urales is a Lawrence native who 
exemplifies that drive and a strong 
dedication to one’s passions are the keys 
to success. He has played a major role 
in the expansion of hip hop, soca, Latin 
pop/dance, R&B, and dancehall into 
the mainstream, producing pop and 
crossover hits for a myriad of artists.

In recent years, Urales founded the 
BEYOND Scholarship Foundation, 

which helps Lawrence students achieve 
their maximum potential.

Daniel graduated from the Lawrence 
Public Schools and the U.S. Army 
Military Police Academy before serving 
his country in Operations Desert Storm 
and Desert Shield. Daniel, who holds 
an MBA from Suffolk University, was 
elected mayor of Lawrence in 2013.

“The club means the world to me,” he 
says, “and to the scores of boys and girls 
who have ever spent time there.”

Hall of Fame: Urales Vargas and Daniel Rivera inducted

BGCL board members (left to right) Alberto 
Nunez, Holly Jenkins, and John M. Thomas

Executive Director Markus Fischer (far 
left) and Associate Director Steve Kelley 
(far right) congratulate Daniel Rivera 
(second from left) and Urales Vargas.

Alberto is owner of Alberto Nunez 
Real Estate Management in Lawrence. 
He operated Albert’s Auto Body in 
Lawrence from 1988 to 2000, and 
previously served on the BGCL Board 
of Governors.

John is owner and founder of Dakota 
Systems, Inc. of Dracut. He is a board 
member of Ardent Concepts of 
Seabrook, N.H. and has participated in 
small business mentoring projects with 
Interise. He has previously served on 
the club’s Auction Committee.

“We are grateful for the important 
contributions of time, broad experience, 
and perspective by these Merrimack 
Valley leaders for the benefit of our 
kids,” says Executive Director Markus 
Fischer.
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After a lengthy application and 
interview process, we are pleased to 
introduce Renee Robertson and Dean 
Murphy as our 2016 Boston Marathon 
team members. The two guaranteed 
entries were awarded as part of John 
Hancock’s Non-Profit Marathon 
Program.

Renee, a Haverhill native and Central 
Catholic High School alumna, finished 
her first Boston Marathon last year 
in 4:38 while independently raising 
$15,050 for the club. She lives in 
Brooklyn, N.Y. and works at Google as 
an account manager.

Renee says she is inspired to run for the 
club because of the important role that 
her uncle, Director of Operations Billy 
Robertson, has played in her life and the 
lives of youth members over so many 
years.

“The club has always been hugely 
important to my family, and running 
Boston last year was one of the best 
experiences of my life – despite the 
brutal winter to train through and 
tough race day conditions,” Renee says. 

Paying It Forward: Running for BGCL in 2016 Boston Marathon 

 Will     
You? 

Include 
The Boys & Girls Club of 

Lawrence 

in your will or estate plan 
to forever be a part of the 

Club’s legacy of doing good 
for the kids of Lawrence.

Receive a special  
packet of information and 
become a Heritage Club 
member by contacting 

Markus Fischer at 
mfischer@lawrencebgc.com. 

Renee Robertson finished her first Boston 
Marathon in 4:38 last year.

“Knowing that I was running for the 
club made every freezing cold, 20-mile 
training run worth it. Hopefully we’ll 
have some better weather this race day!”

Dean, a Lawrence native who now 
lives in Marlborough, is a veteran 
marathoner who previously completed 
a dozen Boston Marathons. In fact, he 
turned down a different bib number in 
order to give back to BGCL.

A club kid in the fifth and sixth grades, 
Dean played on the basketball team 
with Billy as his coach. He remembers 
participating in the after-school reading 
program for the prize of a free pair of 
sneakers – which, regretfully, he did not 
win. Now a detective with the Lawrence 
Police Department, the father of two 
boys feels strongly about connecting 
with the youth of the city.

“In today’s world, establishing and 
maintaining a positive relationship 
between the police and youth is crucial 
and has the ability to make a life-

changing impact on individual lives,” 
Dean says. “I just hope kids know that 
as a police officer, I want to go above 
and beyond to help them in their 
lives, and maybe inspire others in the 
community to get involved as well. The 
smallest amount of help could make an 
important difference.”

The BGCL Boston Marathon team’s 
total fundraising goal is $20,000, with 
all money benefiting critical programs 
focusing on academic success, healthy 
lifestyles, and community involvement 
for more than 3,800 youth members.

To donate, visit https://www.crowdrise.
com/lawrenceboysgirlsclubboston2016/
fundraiser/lawrenceboysclub.

Dean Murphy with his sons, 8-year-old 
Braeden and 4-year-old Eamon



Save the Date: Our major fundraisers
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Sarah Hogue at 978-683-2747, ext. 128 or shogue@lawrencebgc.com.

136 Water Street 
Lawrence, MA 01841

The second annual Take Action Walkathon 
on October 18 was a success, thanks to 
the support of individuals and businesses 
dedicated to making a difference in the lives 
of at-risk youth in our community. Nearly 
100 club kids, their parents, alumni, and 
volunteers raised more than $10,000 while 
enjoying a scenic, two-mile walk along the 
Merrimack River followed by face-painting 
and other family activities.

Supported by:

The Auction – Tropical Paradise 
Saturday, April 2, 2016 at 5:30 p.m. 

   37th Annual Golf Tournament 
Monday, June 20, 2016 

 
Enjoy a day of golf at Indian Ridge  

Country Club in Andover. 
 

Morning and afternoon start 
times are available. Golfers are treated 

to a fun day featuring great food, 
camaraderie, gifts, prizes, and raffles.

 
We are seeking sponsors at all levels.

Ryan Bourque Tournament 
February 19-22 

Bread Loaf Writing Conference 
March 19 

The Auction - Tropical Paradise 
April 2 

Career Day 
May 12 

Talent Show 
May 20  

Graduation Party 
June 17 

Golf Tournament 
June 20

Coming 
Events

Join us at DiBurro’s in Haverhill for live 
& silent auctions, cocktails, and dinner. 

 
If you can help with a donation of 
tickets, gift certificates, jewelry, 

electronics, home goods, and more,
      please contact us.

The Auction is the 
premier social event 

north of Boston.
Don’t miss out! 


