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Y O Y  H E A D E D  T O  C O L L E G E  

 

W atching members grow up at the Club is one of perks of working with 

the youth of Lawrence. These “diamonds in the rough” may not pre-

sent themselves as successes when they first join, but over time, the 

rough edges get smoothed, the character gets formed and education corner-

stones their success. Such was the case this year as Julizabeth Cedano and 

Lance Hill blew away the field as this year’s Girl & Boy of the Year. A pair of Cen-

tral Catholic graduates, these young people are now headed off to college: Juli-

zabeth to Bentley University (majoring in finance) and Lance to Merrimack Col-

lege (majoring in communications) - both on scholarship!  

On August 17th, thanks to Jim Lacourse of Market Basket and Poland Springs (a 

proud sponsor of the Red Sox) benevolence, Lance was invited to throw out the 

first pitch of the Red Sox game against Tampa Bay. It was the climax of an out-

standing turnaround by a young man who has overcome so much adversity in his 

life. He and his mom, Pricilla, sat next to the Sox dugout as their guests. 

We are proud of these members and wish them luck (and hard work!) in college! 



A Message from our Executive Director 

Page 2 S E P T E M B E R ,  2 0 1 1  

Mitigating Summer Learning Loss at BGCL 
 

Dear Friends, 

Another great summer here at the Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence is coming to an 

end, This year we focused on helping our kids reduce the “Summer Learning 

Loss,” an issue that has received a lot of attention lately,  for good reason. 

All young people experience learning loss without educational activities during the 

summer. Research shows that students typically score lower on standardized 

tests at the end of summer vacation than they do on the same tests at the beginning of the summer 

vacation (Cooper, 1996).  

Studies also show that low-income children and youth experience greater summer learning loss than 
their higher-income peers. Researchers at Johns Hopkins University found that learning loss in          

low-income children is cumulative throughout elementary school. By 9th grade it accounts for two-thirds 

of the achievement gap in reading between these children and better-off students, and makes a       

difference in whether they drop out of school or graduate.  

We also know that high-quality summer programs that combine engaging lessons and enriching            
experiences can help these children stay on track for the academic challenges ahead.   

This year’s summer program integrated numerous activities designed to keep our youth members’      

academic skills sharp. In collaboration with Phillips Academy, we introduced the “Slice of Bread Loaf” 

writing workshop for elementary school children which challenged the kids’ creative writing skills and 

culminated in a celebration where every kid presented an original piece. Our older kids benefited from 

a Science initiative and an Arts & Culture initiative offered by six Merrimack College students through 

a Massachusetts Service Alliance project.  

Educational games are always a key component of our daily schedule. Of course we also continued our 

ABA Camps (Academic Basketball Awareness) for boys and girls at Merrimack College, combining     

basketball training with classroom sessions in life and academic skills.   

Our heartfelt thanks go out to all our supporters who made this year’s summer program possible!  

Appreciatively,  

Markus Fischer 

Congratulations to Ricky 

Nault and Bill Robertson on 

their selection into the 

Club’s Hall of Fame. Please 

join us on November 9th for 

their induction! 

Hall of Fame 

Nominees  

Announced 
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We provided academic support to over 1,200 

youth in the Club’s Learning Center during the 

2010-11 school year - an average of 150 kids 

per night, and twice the number from the pre-

vious year!  

This past year, we tracked the academic       

results of a small sample of youth participating 

in the Learning Center to assess our impact on 

kids’ academic achievement.  Overall, the kids 

experienced a modest increase in grades.  

Those who came at least once a week            

experienced a half a grade increase.  Over 80% 

of the students missed fewer than five days of school – showing a strong commitment to learning. 

This year, with consent of parents, we will work closely with Lawrence Public School administrators to 

evaluate academic achievement and commitment to school for all students participating in BGCL’s 

Learning Center.  Not only will this help us meet the individual needs of each child, we will use the  

overall results to continuously improve our programming for the kids of Lawrence.   

W H A T ’ S  N E W  I N  T H E  L E A R N I N G  C E N T E R  

We celebrated the 

end of summer and 

the beginning of the 

upcoming school year 

with our Back to 

School Dance, which 

included pizza, a band, 

dancing, and even a visit from the Lawtown Riders 

Motorcycle Club who stopped by to show off their 

bikes and give away two (pedal-powered!) bikes to 

our members. Each member received a brand new 

backpack donated by Converse, Inc., filled with 

school supplies provided by Target and the        

employees of HUB International. 

Back to 

School 

Dance 

Thank you to our generous partners who provide 
funding to support homework help and academic 
enrichment programs including the Learning Cen-
ter, Planning for the Future and All Things  
Scientific:  

   3M Foundation 

   Citizens Bank 

   Eastern Bank Charitable Foundation 

   City of Lawrence 

   Lawrence Rotary 

   Metlife Foundation 

   Sean McDonough Charitable Foundation 

   Russell Trust, Sovereign Bank 

Thank You, Thank You! 



S U M M E R F E S T — 2 0 1 1  
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S ummerfest at BGCL means boating lessons, swim 

lessons, games and learning activities, a writing 

conference and much more. During the seven-week 

program, over 900 children engaged in quality  

summer enrichment programming in a safe and caring     

environment.   

Kids found mentors and friends in their youth counselors 

and participated in extra activities provided by area      

organizations such as the Greater Lawrence Boating     

Program, Ironstone Farms and Atkinson Country Club. 

We are grateful for the generosity of our major spon-
sors for Summerfest, including the Greater Lawrence Summer Fund of the Essex County      
Community Foundation, the Bank of America Charitable Foundation, and the Ronald McDonald 
House Charities of Eastern New England. 

C lub members formed close bonds this summer with six student  

interns from Merrimack College who developed and led two-week 

learning sessions on both Hispanic Arts & Culture and Science.  

Our kids developed awareness and pride in the art and culture of the Do-

minican Republic and Puerto Rico. They researched historical figures and 

Hispanic sports stars, and learned to play rugby. They learned the    

meaning of  dances such as Merengue and Rumba and performed the 

dances in a fun competition. They also created piñatas and clay monsters 

based on historical Zemí figures, and celebrated with traditional Hispanic 

foods and games at an art and culture fair.   

Through a Science unit focused on the environment, the children learned about their carbon footprint, 

global warming and endangered animal species. They learned about nutrition and exercise. To raise 

awareness  of recycling, they tie-dyed t-shirts, and designed and painted recycling bins to bring home.  

We are grateful to the Massachusetts Service Alliance Commonwealth Corps Program for providing funding 
for our Merrimack College interns: Roberto Vincent, Lada Lau, Ruth O’Grady, Monique Gosselin, Patrick 

Bradley and Kelsey Rogers. 

Summer Learning with Merrimack College Interns 



T hrough our partnership with Lou Bernieri and 

the Andover Bread Loaf Collaborative, BGCL 

has become a breeding ground for future   

poets, thinkers and performers!  This summer, we 

launched a new initiative together. The first-ever 

“Slice of Bread Loaf” literacy program engaged 35 

elementary school kids by celebrating their full     

creative potential through inspirational and        

transformative workshops. 

Participants received encouragement and ample      

opportunity to be center stage and have their voices 

heard. Club members, alumni and teachers from Lawrence and New York fostered a democratic, fun-

filled style of learning. Students partnered with teen writing leaders, who became mentors and role 

models. Even timid kids transformed into vocal leaders, comfortable thinking outside the box and urging 

others to explore the brave new world found only in the imagination of a hopeful child! 

Help Yourself to “A Slice of Bread Loaf” 

“I 
 am leaving with tears - I have a heavy heart -  

I’ll be back”, are sentiments from this year’s 

Notre Dame interns who come to the Club via 

the  Summer Service Learning Program. 

 Ted Gorrie, ND’85 and present Board member made the 

connection several years ago. Thanks to him, we are able 

to host five Notre Dame interns from across the country: 

Luke Horvath, (NY); Annie O’Brien, (VA);  Lisa Chin, (WI);  

Michael Masi, (CO); and Betsy McGovern, (MA).  

These five interns (Three more worked for Lazarus 

House) brought not only their commitment and creativity 

but hearts as big as the Notre Dame Stadium! The interns served as counselors for the Summer Pro-

gram. They were at every activity with their teams where their spirit of competitiveness shone 

through: headbands worn with team names, pom-poms for races and anything else that promoted the 

Fighting Irish winning spirit! Annie and her team won the overall summer program.  

Yes, the interns assisted with games, teams and served lunch, but above all they built and developed 

relationships with our members, by far the single most important aspect of this summer of service. 

Goals of the SSLP (Summer Service Learning Program) range from involvement, discussion of social 

concerns and engaging students through academic readings, reflections and writing…. Let’s add to that 

winning the hearts of the BGCL Staff, but more importantly the hearts of the members.  

Thanks Annie, Luke, Mike, Lisa and Betsy! You know that the door  to the Club is ALWAYS open.  

Another Great Summer with Our University of Notre Dame Interns 



ABA - 2011 - “Represent!”  

W hen ABAers  put their wrist bands on in the 

first hour of camp, they become part of the 

ABA family. Now this is something Coach Bert 

Hammel, the founder and guru of this incredible camp, 

takes very seriously. Being part of the ABA family means 

a commitment to working hard and a willingness to listen, 

to learn and to reflect on the lessons of ABA. Every 

camper takes the pledge to commit to those standards. 

Hard work is the cornerstone of success and giving your 

best is just an expectation at ABA. 

This year’s ABA Camp theme was “Represent” - represent 

the values of ABA in school, at the Club, on the courts and 

in your life. Erykah Santiago, daughter of former ABAer 

Eddie Santiago, put it this way, “I want to represent by 

being a leader and showing others that I never give up - 

never give in - never look for the easy way out. I want to 

be a role model!” That is what ABA is all about - that is 

what ABA teaches! 

A heartfelt thank you goes out to Joni Hatem and the 

Coach Hatem Scholarship Fund for making Girls’ ABA 

possible and to Converse for their incredible generosity in 

sponsoring the Boys’ ABA. You have changed the lives of 

over 250 young people this year! Thank you for believing in 

us and making ABA 2011 the best camp in America! 

Highland Street Foundation Lays Down an 1891 Challenge! 

B GCL’s 1891 Club is our special giving society 

that recognizes donors of unrestricted, re-

newable gifts over $1000 to our operating 

budget. From now through the end of the year, the 

Highland Street Foundation will make a matching 

contribution for new and increased gifts to the 1891 

Club. 

If you are new to the 1891 Club and join at the 

$1000 level, HSF will match your gift with another 

$1000. If you are currently giving at the $1000 level and increase your pledge to $1891, you 

will more than double the impact of your increase! For more info, contact Julie Rizzo in the 

Development Office at 978-683-2747 x123 or jrizzo@lawrencebgc.com. 



Holiday Card Order Form 
Supporting the Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence 

Option #1 

Warm Meal for 350 kids 

Photos of the Supper Program inside 

Option #2 

Educational Support for 150 kids 

Photos of our education program inside 

Option #3 

Christmas Presents for 10 kids 

Photos of kids at Christmas inside 

Same Language Inside: 
In the spirit of the season, ***your name here*** made a generous donation in your name to the Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence 

to provide warm meals  for 350 kids! 

(or Educational Support or Christmas Presents depending on the card) 

      

  □ 20 cards for $1,000  □ 5 cards for $250 

  □  10 cards for $500  □  1 card for  $50 

 □       **check your preferred card option and quantity** 

I do not wish to purchase holiday cards, but I would like to make a donation of $____________________ 
 

Donor Information 
 

Name: ________________________________  Address: ____________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________ State: ___________________________ Zip Code: ____________________________ 

Phone: _____________________________ E-mail: ______________________________________________ 

Payment Options 
____ Enclosed is my check of $_____________ to the Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence 

____ Please charge my Credit Card Type (MC, Visa, Amex, Discover) Card Number: _______________________3 Digit Code_____  

Expiration date: _____________ Signature of Cardholder: ____________________________________ Total: ______________ 

Happy Holidays! 
Please clearly print the names and addresses of the card recipients on the back of this 

form. Please return your completed form and payment in the envelope provided by 12/18 to:  

 

Please call Sarah Hogue with any questions at 978-683-2747 - ext. 128 

Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence 

136 Water Street 

Lawrence, MA 01841 

For each gift of $50, we will send on your behalf your choice of holiday cards 

noted below.  You can honor your colleagues, clients, family, friends, neighbors 

with a donation to the Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence in their name—it’s a  

wonderful gift.  The card not only delivers holiday greetings from you, 

 but shows your desire to help the children at the Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence. 

**Circle which option below 

□ Option 1 

□ Option 2 

□ Option 3 



Please send Holiday cards to the following recipients: 

(Please print or type clearly!) 

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

City: _________________________________ State: _________________ Zip: _________________ 

 

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

City: _________________________________ State: _________________ Zip: _________________ 

 

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

City: _________________________________ State: _________________ Zip: _________________ 

 

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

City: _________________________________ State: _________________ Zip: _________________ 

 

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

City: _________________________________ State: _________________ Zip: _________________ 

 

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

City: _________________________________ State: _________________ Zip: _________________ 

 

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

City: _________________________________ State: _________________ Zip: _________________ 

 

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

City: _________________________________ State: _________________ Zip: _________________ 

 

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

City: _________________________________ State: _________________ Zip: _________________ 

 

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

City: _________________________________ State: _________________ Zip: _________________ 

 

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

City: _________________________________ State: _________________ Zip: _________________ 

 

Please make copies of this form if you wish to send to additional recipients. 
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W e often say that education is the key to breaking 

the cycle of poverty, and we work hard to encourage 

and support our members to do well in school and 

graduate.  But what about after high school?  A college        

education can be prohibitively expensive for a kid from Law-

rence. For every kid who somehow finds a way, a hundred oth-

ers can only dream of earning that coveted college degree. 

Dr. Richard Lindsay, former BGCL governor and longtime     

supporter, cares about providing motivated kids from Lawrence 

with the kind of opportunities some kids take for granted. For 

years he has generously supported college scholarships, but he 

recognized the need to make a longer-term investment so that 

a young person could not just go to college, but actually be able to finish college. So Dr. Lindsay has 

made a commitment to provide four years of scholarship support to a deserving student, as long as the 

student meets academic goals. 

Joanna de Pena, a senior at Lasell College, has been the most recent beneficiary of Dr. Lindsay’s      

support. As an 8th grader in Lawrence Public Schools, Joanna earned her way to Proctor Academy on 

full scholarship through her basketball skills and her commitment to academics. (She chose to repeat 

8th grade at Holy Trinity to prepare for Proctor’s rigorous program.) As point guard and captain for 

Proctor’s fledgling women’s basketball team, Joanna led her teammates to a championship season.  

Dr. Lindsay saw great potential in Joanna, and their relationship continues strong. “Joanna is a live wire 

– always moving!” says Dr. Lindsay with obvious pride. “Besides keeping her grades up, she has worked 

on houses for Habitat for Humanity and taken advantage of every opportunity to travel and learn.” 

“Dr. Lindsay is my mentor – I talk to him about everything!” Joanna declares. This year, she attended 

Disney College in Florida and worked at the Magic Kingdom, responsible for guest safety in a busy part 

of the park. She is also hard at work developing a business plan for her new venture – TopNotch Net-

work, a private social network site that will fund college scholarships through membership fees. (You 

can “like” her on Facebook at www.facebook.com/TopNotchNetwork to help her get started.) “I want 

to focus on scholarships for Boys & Girls Club members, to give back what was given to me, ” she says. 

A Life Transformed - Thanks to Dr. Lindsay 

Join us for a special evening of Antique Cars and Cocktails, a fun fall gather-

ing at Woodworth Motors in Andover on Friday, October 14, 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. 

See vintage cars from Bill DeLuca’s personal collection while you enjoy a cash 

bar and hearty appetizers provided by Burton’s Grill and The Party Connection. 

Tickets for the event are $50, and can be purchased from Sarah Hogue at 

shogue@lawrencebgc.com or 978-683-2747 x128. Enter to win our Grand Prize 

of 4 Heineken Board Room tickets for the Boston Bruins. Your presence is not required to win! 

ANTIQUE CARS AND COCKTAILS 

mailto:shogue@lawrencebgc.com


Coming Events: 

Halloween Party 

October 29th 

________________ 

Antique Cars & Cocktails  

October 14, 2011 

_________________ 

Hall of Fame Celebration 

November 9, 2011 

__________________ 

Thanksgiving Dinner 

November 24th 

___________________ 

Christmas Party 

December 22, 2011 

_____________________ 

T H E  P O S I T I V E  P L A C E  F O R  K I D S !  

 BOYS & GIRLS CLUB OF LAWRENCE 

136 WATER STREET 

LAWRENCE, MA 01841 

NON-PROFIT 
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BULK RATE 
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PAID 
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Our congratulations to our Director of Program 

Services, Manny Ayala, for being chosen 

“Grand Marshall” for the Semana Hispana this 

summer. There is no more deserving person! 
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The New Balance Healthy Living Club Changes Lives! 

In 2009, the Massachusetts Department of Public 

Health exposed the disturbing fact that Lawrence 

Public Schools had the most overweight schoolchil-

dren in the Commonwealth.  With generous support 

and guidance from the New Balance Foundation, 

BGCL attacked this problem head on and the results 

are impressive! 

Our New Balance Healthy Living Club teaches young 

people about proper nutrition and helps them in-

crease their physical activity.  Originally designed 

for girls only, this past year over 125 girls and boys 

participated in a curriculum led by a certified nutri-

tionist, and committed to one hour of physical activity five days a week and healthy snacking. 

Results are evaluated annually by Tufts University and show that Healthy Living Club kids have better 

knowledge of and attitudes about nutrition and exercise.  

We are grateful to the New Balance Foundation for helping us make a difference! 


