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Youth of the Year: Briyith wins State
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Briyith graduating from CCHS 2013

Th e Beacon Unit of the Boys & Girls 
Club of Lawrence has always been 
known as the “Little Club that Could.” 
In 2013, they did! Th e Youth of the Year 
for the State of Massachusetts grew up 
in the Beacon Projects and has been 
a member of that Club since she was 
seven years old. Briyith (pronounced 
Brigit) Betances, an honor roll 2013 
graduate of Central Catholic High 
School became the seventh BGCL 
member since 1991 to receive this 

honor – an unprecedented 
feat in state history.

Briyith received a $1,000 
scholarship from the 
Tupperware Corporation 
and a renewable $5,000 
scholarship from the Kraft  
Family in memory of Myra 
Kraft  which will help to 
fi nance her education at 
Fitchburg State University 
in the Fall where she will 
major in journalism with 
her eyes on broadcast 
journalism and becoming 
the host of Good Morning 
America! With her poise 
and personality, we’d never 
bet against her.

In her essay “What the 
Club Means to Me,” Briyith 
explains the role the Club 
played in her life, “Th e 
Club had my second 
mother, Jill Rodriguez, 

who greeted me every day as if I were 
her own daughter. Th e Club had Jody 
Raineri, our Torch and Keystone Di-
rector, who taught us to help our Club 
and community in spite of the odds. 
Th eir love and their direction molded 
me into the person I am today, and 
the person I will become tomorrow. 
Without them in my life, I would hate 
to think what would have happened 
to me. More than a dozen of the girls I 
grew up with – girls who were at least 
as smart as me, but who never came to 
the Club – are now teen moms, many 
with two or three kids.”
Ask Chris Sullivan, Assistant Principal 
of Central Catholic High School, about 
Briyith and he’ll gush with unbridled 
enthusiasm, “Briyith has worked tire-

lessly to break down social barriers 
of all kinds. Her smile, her attitude 
and her actions demand a respect for 
diversity and a tolerance for those who 
are diff erent from the norm. Because of 
her natural leadership ability and her 
boundless energy, Briyith has led the 
way with her classmates and teachers 
to open their minds and hearts. Central 
Catholic is a good school, but we are a 
more loving and compassionate com-
munity because of Briyith’s presence!” 
Awesome!

Briyith did receive much from the Club, 
but what she gave back to the Club and 
her community is inspirational. We can 
all be proud of this amazing young lady 
who beat the odds, overcame abject 
poverty and rose above the rest in the 
“Little Club that Could.”

Throwing fi rst pitch at Fenway
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Our Leadership

Board Offi cers
William DeLuca, Jr., Chairman
Thomas M. Burkardt, President
Greg Serrao, Vice President
William Shaheen, Treasurer
Larry Yameen, Assistant Treasurer
Hon. John E. Fenton, Jr., Secretary
Michael Feinman, Assistant Secretary
James D’Angelo, Past President

Staff Leadership
Markus Fischer, Executive Director
Billy Robertson, Director of Operations
Steve Kelley, Associate Director
Jill Rodriguez, Beacon Unit Director
Stephanie Bryant, Volunteer Coordinator

Dear Friends:

It truly feels like this summer fl ew by like none before.   I just have to look at the smiles 
on our kids’ faces to know that it was truly a special time. Every summer we can count 
on hundreds of kids to come to the club for a safe place to have fun. Th is year we 
greeted our kids with a new summer program, changing from our traditional “camp” 
model.  Early this year, our staff  tackled a complete overhaul of our program.  Our goals 
for this year:  Explore, Th rive and Learn.  Our staff  came up with a high quality summer 
program that was fun and educational, and had so many diverse activities, that bore-
dom was not an option. 

Our enhanced program also relied on the formation of collaborations with partners, 
both new and old.   Our University of Notre Dame summer interns facilitated a new 
national Boys & Girls Clubs of America curriculum -  “Brain Gain”.  Breadloaf provided 
weekly writing workshops, in addition to their early summer two-week writing 
sessions.  Th ese were two of many programs which addressed  summer learning loss, 
and provided hands-on, experiential activities that kept members learning.  Our part-
nership with Groundwork Lawrence provided opportunities for members to explore 
and experience nature through activities that honed our kids’ environmental awareness. 
We addressed arts and culture through a new partnership with the Museum of Fine 
Arts - Boston.  Hundreds of our youth members received arts instruction at the Club by 
museum staff . Th e MFA also hosted a fi eld trip at the end of the summer.

Th e summer was also about exploring and staying healthy.  Our Club Nutritionist 
engaged youth members on topics of healthy nutrition during cooking classes.   Our 
partners at Beyond Soccer and the Greater Lawrence Boating Program also helped keep 
kids moving. 

One of the most exciting new additions of our summer program was our 3 times a week 
“Teen Night”. Historically many of our teen members work during the days and miss 
out on the Club’s summer activities.  Program Director Manny Ayala, led “Teen Night” 
and kept the club open until 9 pm, off ering basketball and other activities that kept 
teenagers safe and gave them their own place to have fun. 

Cookouts sponsored by the North Andover/Andover Ninety Nine Restaurants and 3M 
for our Water Street Site and Jaime’s Restaurant for our Beacon Club Site, as well as our 
annual Back to School Dance, were the exclamation mark on this special summer. 

We are so grateful for the tremendous support from our sponsors and partners for this 
year’s new summer program.  It took the eff orts and donations of many individuals and 
corporations to make this program a success. Our special thanks go to Betty Beland 
Summer Fund of the Essex County Community Foundation; New Balance Foundation; 
Th e Long Family Charitable Foundation; Bulens Family Foundation; Agnes Lindsay 
Trust; Lawrence Rotary Club; and Friends and Supporters of our Indiegogo Campaign.  

Gratefully, 

Markus Fischer
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Summer: Explore, Learn, Thrive



If you come to the Club on any given day, you will always 
fi nd Jonathan “at the ready” in the cafeteria.  A member 
since 2006, Jonathan, who is legally blind, has found his 
greatest joy at the Club in serving others.  A Keystone 
Member for the last four years, Jonathan is a leader in 
helping serve 300 meals 
each night to the youth 
of the Club.  The fi rst in 
the kitchen each night, 
he has the tables cleaned 
and ready for the evening 
meal.  He dishes out 
meals with a welcoming 
smile to each member 
and jumps right into clean 
up when dinner is done.  
A shy young boy when 
he joined six years ago, 
Jonathan has emerged as 
a hard working leader who 
inspires all who know him.

Emerging Leaders: Celebrating Kids of Character

Jonathan Valdez
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In her ownwords...

The Boys Club of Lawrence has 
changed my life - not only has 
the Club made me who I am 
today, it continuously helps me 
thrive. It is my HOME, my 
ROCK , and most importantly it is 
a place of HOPE here in the city. In the 
past fi ve years, I have been a part of the Science of Sports 
Fair, a member of the Torch and Keystone Clubs, and part 
of the volleyball team.  Because of the Club’s recommen-
dation, I am a Montagne Scholar at Central Catholic High 
School.  Most recently, due to the generosity of the club 
I was able to participate in the Phillips Academy Summer 
Session. Looking back I realize how blessed I am to have a 
place like the BGCL;  full of people who want me to fl our-
ish, and live my life with accomplishment and glee. While 
it seems impossible to repay the club for making me an 
independent, strong and intelligent woman, I will give back 
as much as I possibly can.  

Rosa R., Class of 2016

Aft er volunteering a combined 3,800 hours in the Club, the 
Keystone Members travelled to the non-profi t Cape House 
earlier this summer for a weekend of rest and relaxation.  Th eir 
vacation was well-deserved. Th e Keystone Club, under the 
guidance of Teen Director, Jody Raineri, have been role mod-
els, serving meals to club members every night of the week, 
sharing new experiences with teens with disabilities and rais-
ing funds to support charitable causes, like spinal cord research 
&  feeding the hungry. We will miss our graduating Keystone 
members, but look forward to seeing what next year’s Keystone 
Club has in store for the BGCL.

This summer, high school members expe-
rienced college campus life with tours of 
Fitchburg State University, UMass Amherst 
and Franklin Pierce.  College visits are 
one of the many activiites of our Planning 
for the Future Program; a program that 
prepares high school youth for college and 
careers.
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Summer Days: Packed with Experiences that Promoted

Our new nutritionists kepts the kitchen overfl owing 
with kids. They explored new food and healthy snacks 
including pumpkin smoothies, beet wraps, “ants on a 
log” and more! These budding chefs enjoyed learning 
the value of healthy living.

This was a summer for our Boys & 
Girls Club of Lawrence members to 
explore, learn and thrive.  Each day of 
the summer was fi lled with attention- 
grabbing activities that enriched, 
presented new experiences, and kept 
kids moving.

Nature-based exploration and learning found kids get-
ting their hands dirty and exploring the outdoors around 
the Club & around the Lawrence community. We thank 
our friends at Ground Work Lawrence and 
Massachusetts Audobon for their collaborations

For the sixth year, University of Notre Dame students 
from across the country arrived at our door to volunteer 
– all day, every day – for our 8 week summer program.  
They kept young minds busy and engaged by leading 
a new curriculum – Brain Gain.  The ND students tell 
us that their experiences at the Club have profoundly 
affected them.  We know our kids have benefi tted even 
more.

The Museum of Fine Arts, Boston staff visited weekly.  
Inspired by photos of artwork from the museum’s 
collections, members created their own masterpieces 
and even enjoyed a trip to the MFA at the end of the 
summer!
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Learning and Healthy Living

On a cool morning early this sum-
mer, I arrived at Boys and Girls Club 
of Lawrence with my Notre Dame 
teammates full of anxious expectation 
for our summer of service.  We arrived 
to a neighborhood where homes and 
apartments had peeling paint, sagging 
porches, water-deprived lawns, trash-
littered yards; where blasting Hispanic 
music greeted our senses.  But what we 
found inside the Club was so diff erent... 
bright and joyful rooms fi lled with the 
excited chatter of children.  

A few weeks into my internship a young 
girl asked me, “If you are from Ohio, 
what are you doing in Lawrence?” [I 
could have told her that I am actually 
from Uganda, Africa, but I thought I’d 
spare her the confusion.]

What am I doing in Lawrence?

What am I doing in a city I had never 
heard of until a few months ago? What 
am I doing away from home? Why I am 
spending eight weeks in a city where 
those who live in it 

Sharing my summer with 
the youth of Lawrence: 
Peace Maari, University of 
Notre Dame

cannot wait to get out? Why am I 
spending my eight weeks in a city Bos-
ton Magazine recently referred to as a 
“City of the Damned?”

If any of these questions were asked of 
me eight weeks ago, I would have 
stammered and said something along 
the lines of, “I am here for a summer 
long service internship sponsored by 
the University of Notre Dame.” 

However, if I was asked any of these 
questions today I would respond,
 “Why not?”

 Here in Lawrence, I have come to know 
the most compassionate people. Here 
in Lawrence I have made meaningful 
relationships. Here in Lawrence I have 
felt welcomed.  Here in Lawrence I have 
had the opportunity to interact with 
the brightest kids. Here in Lawrence I 

Our members went on many weekly adventures including 
beach trips, hiking adventures in New Hampshire, a visit to 
historic Boston, the Museum of Science and area water parks.

have witnessed the old African ad-
age, “It takes a village to raise a child”. 
Here in Lawrence I have learned to be 
patient with others and myself. Here in 
Lawrence I have learned that lan-
guage should not be a barrier. Here in 
Lawrence I have learned that when you 
share your life with someone you never 
know how much of an impact it might 
have on each of your lives. 

Over the last eight weeks, I have come 
to realize that Boston Magazine had it 
all wrong. Lawrence is not a “city of the 
damned”.  Would a doomed city have 

taught me so much in such little time? 
Would a doomed city have taught me 
more than I have learned in my home-
town in the past ten years? Th e children 
of the Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence 
have taught me so much and have  fi lled 
me with hope.



Alumni
‘99   Roberto German  is the new As-
sistant Principal at Guilmette Middle 
School in Lawrence Public Schools

‘01   Juan Bonilla was promoted to 
Deputy Director at Lawrence Com-
munity Works

Alumni Notes:  If you have news to 
share, please email Sarah Hogue at 
shogue@lawrencebgc.com.

Stay Connected:  Register as an alum 
on the BGCL’s website at 
www.lawrencebgc.com.
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Notes...

Alumni Committee News

1982
David Arrajj  Attorney
Paul W. Cronin  U.S. Congressman
John E. Fenton, Jr.  Judge
Howard W. Smith  Dentist
Joseph A. Torrisi  Business Owner

1983
Albert P. Manzi  Business Owner
Paul J. Perocchi  Judge
Raymond Preston, Jr. Professional Athlete
Alfred J. Torrisi  Business Owner 
1984  
Charles Bashara  Restaurateur
Philip S. DeFusco  Business Executive
Th omas E. Fardy  Accountant
Ronald Suduiko  Educator 
1985
Joseph F. Bacigalupo Judge
Laurence J. Palmisano Builder 
Andrew F. Shea, III Attorney 
1986 Joseph S. Pappalardo Real Estate Developer
Paul F. Piazza  Business Owner
Kevin J. Sullivan  Mayor 
1987
Th omas F. Caff rey  Attorney 
1988 
Robert Nazarian  Business Owner
Fred P. Shaheen  Business Owner 
1989
Robert F. Hatem  Community Activist
John R. Niceforo  Physician 
1991
Salvatore F. Cautaudella Dentist
John M. DiGaetano Business Executive
Kenneth J. Kalil  Dentist 
1992
John A. Macoul  Attorney
John Menzie, Jr.  Non Profi t Executive 
Michael Mimno  Attorney

1993
Daniel Cargill  Educator
David Fazio  Coach/Mentor
Michael W. Morris, Sr. Attorney

1995 
David Gemellaro  Business Executive
Charles L. LoPiano Non Profi t Executive

1996 Carmine W. DiAdamo Attorney
Paul W. Twomey  Attorney

1997 Michael Th omas Stella, Jr. Judge
 1998 Wilfredo Castillo  Engineer
Charles Hamblet  Educator
Arthur H. Richter  Real Estate Consultant   1999 Socrates De La Cruz Attorney
Eugene T. Ginchereau Physician
Luis Deschamps  Physician
 2000 William “Bill”DeLuca Business Executive
Rigoberto Nunez  Educator
William Perocchi  CEO
Paul J. Th eberge  Business Owner

2001 David M. DeFillippo Educator
Joseph Faro  Business Owner

2002 Joseph Bashara  Restaurateur
Alan P. Kraunelis  Industrial Relations     Executive
2005 
Daniel P. Bryant  Business Executive
Timothy J. Bryant  Attorney
Laurence J. Rossi  Attorney
Richard J. Santagati College President

2007 Brian Mitchell  Entrepeneur
Radhames Nova  Sales Executive
Raquel A. Nova  Educator
Robert Sheehan  Business Owner

2009 Daniel Halloran  Coach/Mentor
Mayor Michael Sullivan Mayor
Roger Damphousse Company President

2011 Ricky Nault  Coach/Mentor
Billy Robertson  Coach/Mentor

Want to help?  Want to get involved 
with the Club as an alumni?  Want to 
reconnect with your old friends from 
the Club?  Th e Alumni Committee 
would like you to join them.   If inter-
ested, please contact a member of the 
Alumni Executive Committee:

Dan Halloran (’82) – President
Max Lopez (’92) – Vice Presidet
Raquel Nova (’97) – Treasurer

Th e Alumni Committee allocated 
5 $1,000 scholarships to students 
currently enrolled in college.  Th ose 
receiving scholarships were:  Adrian 
Ayala, Junior De La Hoz, Greydy 
Diaz, Angelica Little, Jason Marti-
nez, Christopher Vasquez.

Th e Alumni Committee allocated 
$4,000 to refurbish the pool tables in 
the Games Room to ensure the kids 
can play a decent game of pool!

Our Hall of Famers serve as role models every day to the kids at the Club.  
Th e Hall of Fame Wall demonstrates “If you DREAM it; you CAN do it.”  
Please join us on November 13, 2013 as we celebrate our new inductees.

Alumni Awarded Scholarships

Pool Tables to Get 
Refurbished

Hall of Fame:  We Salute Our 
Past Inductees
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Many thanks to our friends at 3M for 
their amazing support for Kids Against 
Violence Day in June! Th anks to the 
eff orts of Bill Conboy and Brian 
Ungerer, both local sales representa-
tives for the company, over thirty 3M 
volunteers showed up in force to cook 
and serve lunch, supervise games and 
physical activities, help paint t-shirts 
and faces, and hang out with our kids 
to kick off  our summer program. Th ey 
secured funding to underwrite the day, 
as well as made a large donation of 3M 
products for use at the Club. (Th ere will 
be no shortage of “adhesive bandages” 
or Post-It Notes at BGCL this year!) 

Area Companies: Volunteer, Donate, Change Lives

Will 
You?

Include
The Boys & Girls Club 

of Lawrence 
in your will or estate 

plan to forever be a part 
of the Club’s legacy of 
doing good for the kids 

of Lawrence.

Receive a special 
packet of information 

and become a Heritage 
Club Member 

450 kids were treated to the 
“Best Deal in Town Cook-out” by 
the Ninety Nine Restaurants of 
North Andover and Andover.  The 
Ninety Nine remains a strong 
partner of the Club providing our 
members an annual cook-out, 
Christmas Dinner and fundrais-
ing efforts throughout the year.  
Thank you to the Staff at the 
Ninety-Nine!

Our satellite Club, the Beacon Unit, ended its summer program with a 3 on 3 
Basketball Tournament, as well as a family picnic. Jaime’s Restaurant of North An-
dover cooked and served lunch for 300 Beacon members and their families. Thank 
you Jaime Faria & Wally Santos, co-owners of Jaime’s.

Kids Against Violence Day



Save the Dates: Support YOUR Club

Coming 
Events
Comedy Night
October 4th

College Fair
October 9th  

Halloween Party
October 30th

Annual Meeting/Hall of Fame
November 13th

Thanksgiving Dinner
November 27th

Holiday Wrap Session
December 17th

Christmas Dinner
December 20th

NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION

BULK RATE
PERMIT #360

US POSTAGE PAID

For reservations and information,  contact 
Sarah Hogue at 978-683-2747 x128 or shogue@lawrencebgc.com

  Annual Meeting & 24th Hall 
of Fame Reception

Please join us as we honor and celebrate 
our 2013 Inductees & another successful year of 

programming for the kids of Lawrence.   
This is a great night to catch up with old friends 

and meet new ones
Wednesday, November 13, 2013

Ticket Cost: $45 
Dinner & Cocktails 5:30 pm - 9:00 pm

We are seeking sponsors for this event - 
variety of levels available!

136 Water Street
Lawrence, MA 01841

Last year over 700 children each recieved a gift 
at our annual Christmas Dinner. This wouldn’t be 
possible without many generous individuals and 
corporations.

Please consider donating:
 - Gift Cards of $10 (food, entertainment, 
 shopping) for teens 
 -Toys for boys & girls (ages 7-12)

Contact Billy at brobertson@lawrencebgc.com

Supported by:

“Lots of Laughs”
By the Johnny Pizzi 
Comedy Allstars! 

Featuring
Mike McDonald, Graig Murphy, Chris D. 

Friday, October 4, 2013 

China Blossom, North Andover MA
Ticket Cost: $50

Dinner at 7:00 pm
Performances start at 8:45 pm

Hosted by the Friends of 
the Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence

The proceeds will be donated to the 
Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence


