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Keystone Club enjoyed a trip to the Cape thanks to the NE Food Foundation 
For generations, members and alumni 
of the Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence 
have refl ected, “Th e Club was where I 
learned what matters most is the kind 
of person you are.” Good character and 
leadership skills are the primary focus 
of BGCL’s Keystone and Torch Clubs, 
our service organizations for high 
school and middle school youth.

Teen Director Jody Rainieri has been 
guiding the Keystone experience for 
13 years. Th is year, 60 high school kids 
from both Water Street and Beacon 
Clubs are involved, each committing to 
perform at least 100 hours of commu-
nity service. “Th ese are all good, smart 
kids,” Jody says. “Th ey know doing well 
in school and contributing in the com-
munity will help them in their lives.” 

Keystoners run the supper program 
at BGCL. Th ey set up, serve and clean 

up aft er meals for over 250 kids every 
night.  Th ey organize bake sales and 
fundraisers so members can attend a 
three-day Regional Keystone Confer-
ence. Last year, they contributed over 
$500 toward fi ghting hunger in the U.S. 
through the Great American Bake Sale. 

Keystone treasurer 
Anthony V., a junior at 
Lawrence High School, 
remembers how he 
looked up to Keystoners 
when he was growing 
up at the Beacon Club. 
Now he takes his responsibility to new 
members very seriously. “When they 
make a mistake, I feel responsible be-
cause I need to teach them well enough 
so someday they can teach the younger 
kids.”

Regional and national Keystone 
conferences give teens a potentially life-
changing view outside their own back-
yards. Anthony describes his experience 
at the Northeast Regional Conference 
last fall: “At fi rst we all stayed together 
as a group, but by the end we were 

hanging out with kids from Lowell and 
New Jersey and Roxbury. We heard 
Chris Herren (former Celtics star) talk 
about how drugs hurt his life and we 
brought those stories back to the others 
at the Club.” Anthony and his fellow 
Keystoners hope someday to attend a 
national Keystone Conference if they 
can earn the money. 

Members also participate in Outdoor 
Exploration, an inclusive recreation 
program, in partnership with CLASS, 
a disabilities organization serving the 
Merrimack Valley. Once a month, Key-
stoners go with CLASS kids to Adven-
ture Lore in Danville, NH to challenge 
themselves with activities including 
canoeing, rope courses, snowshoe-
ing, skiing and kayaking. All the youth 
benefi t from getting out of the city and 
into an environment where they have to 
rely on each other to accomplish things 
they’ve never done before. 

Steve Kelley observes, “Getting kids 
out of their comfort zone is so impor-

tant to building good character. Th e 
outdoors is a neutral place for every-
one – it forces them to be aware of 
their environment, to bond together, to 
fi gure out how to work with people who 
are diff erent under diffi  cult conditions, 
and to adapt to new circumstances and 
experiences.”
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Our Leadership

Board Offi cers
William DeLuca, Jr., Chairman
Thomas M. Burkardt, President
Greg Serrao, Vice President
William Shaheen, Treasurer
Larry Yameen, Assistant Treasurer
Hon. John E. Fenton, Jr., Secretary
Michael Feinman, Assistant Secretary
James D’Angelo, Past President

Staff Leadership
Markus Fischer, Executive Director
Billy Robertson, Director of Operations
Steve Kelley, Associate Director
Jill Rodriguez, Beacon Unit Director
Stephanie Bryant, Volunteer Coordinator

Program Focus: Good character & citizenship
Dear Friends:

Our Club takes a holistic and well-rounded approach to child development:
•  We want our members to succeed in school and eventually pursue 

     professional careers. 
 •  We want them to make healthy lifestyle choices. 
 •  We want our kids to understand that they are part of a larger community, and  
                 they have a responsibility to participate in and contribute to that community. 
In previous editions of our Impacto newsletter, we highlighted programs and activities 
that help our kids achieve in the areas of Academic Success and Healthy Lifestyles. In 
this edition, we feature our third focus area of Good Character and Citizenship. 
Our outcome for our kids: All members become engaged and caring citizens, involved 
in the community and model strong character.
Th e recipe is fairly simple. To teach our kids good character and leadership skills, we 
strive to:

•  Provide a Club Experience that appeals to youth. 
 •  Engage members in Club and community-based service.
 •  Teach rights and responsibilities of citizenship. 
 •  Introduce concepts of good character, encourage civility and tolerance, and  
     recognize good behavior.

Some of the key programs we use to foster good character and citizenship include the 
Keystone Club for high school students and the Torch Club for middle school students. 
Both of these Clubs give members ample opportunity to participate in community 
service projects and activities and develop their leadership skills. 

Another important program is our Youth of the Year competition, a Boys & Girls Club 
of America (BGCA) program that annually rewards members for academic achieve-
ment, community engagement, good character and public speaking ability. Th e Youth 
of the Year selected from BGCL competes statewide, and may advance regionally and 
nationally to become the youth spokesperson for BGCA. BCCL is the only Club in the 
country to have produced two National Youth of the Year winners and two runners 
up. Be sure to look for our spring edition of Impacto when we will highlight this year’s 
Youth of the Year candidates.

BGCL has a highly successful track record in producing community leaders. Our Hall 
of Fame “wall of fame” over the main staircase in the Club celebrates mayors, judges, a 
congressional representative, college president, doctors, coaches, attorneys and busi-
ness leaders, all of whom learned lessons of character and leadership at the Boys & Girls 
Club of Lawrence. With your continued support we are committed to continue this 
proud tradition of equipping our members for service to the community. 

Enthusiastically, 

Markus Fischer
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Growing Great Leaders: Torch Club for young teens

Passport to Manhood:
Outreach at South Lawrence East

Torch Club members collect toys, food and clothing  
for residents of Lazarus House
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BGCL extends our outreach to boys ages 11-13 by off ering a 
character and leadership program called Passport to Manhood 
at South Lawrence East Middle School. Jody Rainieri meets 
with eight boys once a week to talk about transitions from 
boyhood to manhood.  Th ey discuss issues that range from 
physical changes, social interests, responsibility and expecta-
tions, peer pressure and bullying, drugs/alcohol, sex, money 
and material possessions. Th e Club provides a bus to transport 
the boys from SLE to Water Street for the rest of the week, a 
distance that would otherwise keep them away from the Club. 
Th is group is an important “safe place” for these boys, many of 
whom are harassed because they are smart kids among peers 
who don’t value their interests. 
Th e impact is clear when all 
eight boys are repeat partici-
pants from last year!

Torch Club is a service program that prepares middle school 
kids for the activities they’ll encounter as older teens in Key-
stone. Karyn Hickey has been the Torch Club advisor at the 
Water Street Club for three years. “Torch Club gives younger 
teens a place to belong,” she says. “Kids who aren’t involved 
in sports can sometimes wander around the Club. In Torch 
Club they learn how to interact with each other, how to behave 
around adults and how to off er help where it’s needed.” 

Torch Club members start the year by working on goal-setting. 
Th ey have to maintain their grades at school, and commit to 
an hour of physical activity every day. Th ey serve the Club by 
cleaning the Education Center and study rooms regularly, and 
by helping with the Valentine’s Day dance. Th ey serve the com-
munity by gathering food, clothing and toys for Lazarus House 
in Lawrence. By shopping together for these projects, members 
learn how kids from diff erent households approach budget-
ing, brands and spending decisions, and work out their own 
process for accomplishing the tasks together.

Like their older role models in the Keystone Club, Torch 
Club kids look forward to trips and conferences where they 
meet new people and experience new things. Th e Torch Club 

In her own words...

I’ve been a member of the Boys 
& Girls Club of Lawrence since 
I moved here from Spring-
fi eld in 7th grade. It was a big 
change – I knew no one, and the 
fact that I was shy didn’t help. I 
was amazed at the variety of programs and 
activities. I quickly joined Steve Kelley’s basketball team, a 
drumming class and the Torch Club. I felt like the new-
est member of an amazing family. I enjoyed giving back 
to the Club by participating in Torch Club – the staff and 
volunteers gave so much of themselves, I wanted to do 
something in return. 

In high school, I joined the Keystone Club, where I’ve 
been able to share the leadership qualities the Club has 
given me. I’ve dedicated myself to multiple community 
service projects. I’m extremely grateful to the Club and 
staff for making me the young lady I am. I will dearly miss 
the friends I’ve made here when I go to college, but I 
know I’ll return and help out as an alum. BGCL will always 
be a haven for me to rely on.

Alejandra, Class of ‘13

Summit is an overnight event held at a Boys & Girls Club in 
Connecticut, where members attend workshops on topics from 
fundraising to bullying. 

In response to recent catastro-
phes in the news, the boys of 
Passport to Manhood made a 
plan to sell candy bars in the 
community to raise funds for 
American Red Cross disaster 
relief. 
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Holidays at BGCL: Our members celebrate the 

Ronnie Blouin has been doing the dirty 
work at BGCL for more than ten years! 
For his tireless efforts as a games 
room supervisor and general custodi-
an, Ronnie received the 2012 Jeannie 
Melucci Award for outstanding volun-
teer service. Rain, snow, sleet or heat 
of summer, Ronnie makes sure the 
grounds and building are ship-shape. 
“Kids, parents, volunteers and staff all 
love Ronnie for his ‘little bit of crazy’,” 
says Manny Ayala, Director of Program 
Services. “When you see him, just 
ask, ‘What’s the weather, Ronnie?’ and 
he’ll tell you!”

Club kids enjoying their christmas dinner!
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From our Halloween Party in October straight through to Christ-
mas Dinner in December, the 2012 holiday season was once again a 
magical time at BGCL.  Over 800 children paraded their costumes, 
shared a Th anksgiving feast, and shrieked with excitement at burg-
ers, hot dogs and Santa! 
We are grateful to the many individuals, businesses and organiza-
tions who lent time and treasure to make our holiday celebrations 
possible, and wish to recognize these in particular for their extraor-
dinary support:

Andover High School
Andover Soccer Association
Atcom
Bank of New England
Bedford Presbyterian Church
Tom and Pam Burkardt
CGI
Comcast
Converse
DiBurro’s
Dunkin Donuts (Marston St.)
Exchange Club of Lawrence

holidays at their “home away from home”

Volunteers from Triton High School in Byfi eld, have 
served Thanksgiving dinner for over 20 years.

Geaslen Family
Highland Street Foundation
Alexander & Maureen Kravchuk
Merrimack SAAC
L.A. Morrisey
PrideStar EMS
New Balance
99 Restaurants 
RDK
St. Johns Preparatory School
Tuscan Kitchen
Unico

Kurt & Greg Wicks celebrate the opening of their new All-
state agency in North Andover with a generous donation



Alumni
‘94   Alex Ortiz  Residency in Emer-
gency Room Medicine at Dover 
Hospital 

‘98   Sara Aviles  Joined the staff  as 
Art Coordinator 

‘99   Hector Mancebo  Engaged to be 
married in the fall 2013

‘99   Wander Morel  Established 
ANOS Fitness personal training 
studio in Lawrence. 

‘01   Carlos Genao  Engineer at MLB

‘02   Jose Otero Birth of Charlotte, 
August 2012

‘03   Jason Mora  Birth of Jason, De-
cember 2012

‘06   Rebecca Dixon  Birth of Louis, 
October 2012

‘09   Rosie Mohika  Completed se-
mester abroad in South Africa 

‘10   Greydy Diaz  Completed semes-
ter abroad in Spain 

‘11   Raily Henriquez  Merrimack 
College RA & volunteer at the club

Alumni Notes:  If you have news to 
share, please email Kathy Boshar at 
kboshar@lawrencebgc.com.

Stay Connected:  Register as an alum 
on the BGCL’s website at 
www.lawrencebgc.com.

Ricky Nault ‘10

A phenomenal eighteen BGCL Alumni  
currently coach basketball through-
out the Merrimack Valley and credit 
the Club with helping to form their 
coaching skills. Th ese coaches learned 
the importance of academic success 
and strong leadership and character 
development through the Academic 
Basketball Program.  

“Many of the things I learned playing 
for Billy Robertson and Steve Kel-
ley are still very much part of how I 
coach my teams today. Th e work ethic, 
commitment and passion that I try 
to instill in my players are the funda-
mentals of success that I learned at 
the Club. Our success as a program at 
Central Catholic, both on court and in 
the classroom, is built on those con-
cepts. X’s & O’s will help you win some 
games, but your beliefs as a coach will 
lead to great success. I am proud to 
say that I learned my values as coach 
at the BGCL!”  Ricky Nault ‘90, Central 
Catholic High School Basketball Varsity 
Coach. 

Th e Academic Basketball program 
consists of one hour of supervised study 
for every hour and a half of practice 
time.  Players must submit a satisfactory 
weekly report card from their teachers.  
If players don’t perform well at school, 
they are side-lined – no exceptions.   
“People at the Club believed in me 
and that made me get into coaching.  
I want to give back and help kids the 
way the Club helped me.  A lesson I 
learned at the Club has stuck with me 
through my academics, sports and 
in life: Hard work pays off .  I tell my 
kids that everyday.” Junior De La Hoz 
‘07, Hillside Prep High School Basketball 
Varsity Coach.
Th e Academic Basketball program  
leverages a beloved sport to teach some 
basic principles of life.  “Commitment, 
hard work, determination.  Th ese 
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Notes...

character words are the basis of coach-
ing a team. You are not just coaching 
on the court, you are emphasizing 
the importance of commitment to be 
a person of great character, a great 
student, and a great athlete. Once a 
student-athlete has illustrated an un-
believable commitment, he needs to 
be the hardest worker and develop  a 
powerful mindset, that no matter the 
circumstances in his life, he will over-
come obstacles and suceed as a great 
person, a student, and an athlete.”    
Raymond Nunez ‘01, Lawrence High 
School Boys Basketball Varsity Coach.

Players in the Academic Basketball 
program have a one-on-one relation-
ship with their coach,  building a strong 
bond of trust.  Coaches encourage Junior De La Hoz ‘07

Raymond Nunez center ‘97

Club Alums: Providing leadership to 
youth via sports



1982 Dan Halloran n n n BGBGBGGBGCCCLCLCC 77tht  Grade Boys Basketball Coach
1983 David Fazzioioio Andndovovovererr HHHigigigh School Boys Basketball Varsity Coach
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Basketball: Alumni currently 
serving as coaches

In Memoriam
We are grateful for gifts from the 
families and loved ones of:

Robert Allen
Mark Avery

Phyllis Barbagallo
Joe & Carlos Barcelos

Joseph Bourque
Ryan Bourque

William T. Bride, Jr.
Martin Butt

Gerald Camuso
Hary B. Caplan

Carol Carelli
Consetta D’Angelo
Herbert Dimmick

Clifford Elias
Joni Finegold

Judith A. Janes
Peter A. Lewis
Richard G. Lind

Alexander Lio MacDougall
Jeannie Melucci

Halt & Rosemary O’Connor
Christian Sheridan
Dawn Tuminowski
Jennie Viittorioso

We mourn the passing of Bill Bride, Past 
President of our Board of Governors, 
who served the Club for over 30 years. 
Bill was one of the three founders of 
our Golf Tournament which raises over 
$150,000 for our kids annually. We 
affectionately remember him as the 
“Grandfather of the Golf Ball Drop,” one 
of his many ideas for making the Golf 
Tournament bigger and better every 
year.

players to realize their full potential 
on and off  the court.  “One of the key 
traits I learned from the Club was to 
be disciplined. You have to do what 
you’re supposed to do, to the best of 
your ability, and do it that way every 
single time – no shortcuts.” Dave Fazio 
‘83, Andover High School Boys Basket-
ball Varsity Coach.  

continued from page 6...

Dave Fazio middle row right ‘75

Remembering William T. “Bill” Bride, Jr.



Save the Dates: Our major fundraisers

Coming 
Events
Ryan Bourque Tournament
February 15-18th
 

Breadloaf Conference
March 23rd 

The Auction
April 6th - 5:30 pm

Mentor Day
May 9th

Talent Show
May 17th

Graduation Party/Alumni Reception
June - TBD

Golf Tournament
June 17th

NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION

BULK RATE
PERMIT #360

US POSTAGE PAID

For reservations and sponsorship opportunities,  contact 
Sarah Hogue at 978-683-2747 x128 or shogue@lawrencebgc.com

The Auction - “A Night at the Derby”
Saturday, April 6, 2013 at 5:30pm

Join us at Diburro’s in Haverhill for Live & 
Silent Auction, cockails & Dinner.

Hats optional!

If you can help with a donation of 
 tickets, gift certifi cates, jewelry,

 electronics, home goods, and more, 
please contact us!

The Auction is the premier 
social event 

North of Boston - don’t miss out!

   34th Annual Golf Tournament
Monday, June 17, 2013

In Memory of Bill Bride - Over 30 Years
Golf Committee Member and Friend

Enjoy a day of golf at Indian Ridge 
Country Club in Andover

Morning & Afternoon Start Times!
Golfers are treated to an amzaing day 

full of gifts and treats! 
Contests and Raffl es!

We are seeking sponsors for this 
event - variety of levels available!

136 Water Street
Lawrence, MA 01841

The BEYOND Scholarship Foundation was estab-
lished by Urales Vargas ‘98, a Club Alum & success-
ful music producer, to help motivated 8th graders 
attend private high schools.  Urales and Evan Silverio 
‘98, coordinated the concert with internationally 
known artists including Adam Irigoyen from the 
Disney Channel.  The message from the Artists: 
Study hard, stay in school, focus on your dream and 
achieve it!  
Thank you to the Beyond Scholarship Foundation!

Supported by:


